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Forty-Niners Needed A Rifle And A Bag Of Needles

Old California Lrail Was Only Route

¢ Jan lsabelle Fortune

NE SHARF'S rifle, a hundred cartridg<s,

and two pairs of thick drawers" These
pertinent articles hend the list of what the trav-
eller should wear and bear on the California trail
heading west in 1849,

A San Diego newspaper thoughtlully made out
the complete wardrobe necessary for those who
undertook the month-long Journey from Texas
to Californin. It was: “One Sharp's rifle, a hun-
dred cartridges; o Colt's navy revolver and two
]wun-lr- of balls, a knife, a sheath, a pair of
thick boots and woolen pants; half dozen pairs
of thick woolen soc undershi wide-
awnke hat; a cheap =ack cont; n sold over-
cont; one pair of blankets in summer; two pairs
in winter; a piece of Indinn rubber for the hlan-
n pair of gauntlets; a small bag of needle
sponge, hoir brush, comb, soap, ete
an oiled silk bag; three or four towels and two
pairs of thick drawers."

The Californin Trail, established by Caplain
R. B. Mprey in 1840, was alse known ns Marcy's

Return Route, It was for nlmost n deetde he
only route to California out of T and Fad
its own extensive immigrant irave

Along it=
onr A the

way many will travel to Taxa
Lone S State celebrates its
pary with the Texas Centennial Exposition at
Dallas,

old limmigrant route croszsed the Red
at Old Preston in Grayson County, swung
into Cooke County and passed throuigh
h‘lln. sville, whoere in the year of 1936 the prin-
cipnl street of this thriving town is still ealled
Californin Strect from the duys of the enrly
overiand trall.

The roud then run through Montague County,
through Clay and Young Counties and passed
old Fort Belknap, It also swung by Camp Cooper
and the Comanche Indian Resar
what is now Throckmortan

Coupty; from
Throgkmorton it ran through Huskell and Jones
Counties and {ook a southwesterly course toward
El Paso, pnssing Fort Thantom Hill and Fort

Chadbotirne.

trail sUll o

RACES of the old trail s ar
although almost a century hns pa

the groat conches o i by four hors =
dered through the Guadalupe Mountains and
I Coast. Grave stones

1 y graves still gunrd
the rnulr ‘which linked tog .hcr the two states,
both settled first by Hpnmun.n both fought for
nnil won by plonsers who early £ot thelr faces
to the west

A fow miles from old Camp Canper, (on the
ranch of J. A. Matthews) a lonely grave of a
little girl marks the route of this famous over-
land trnil. The erumbling gravestone which
guards the head bears the almast undecipherable
date of 1852, Daughter of forwan! Inoking pa-
rents, she perished on the teail and the gallop-
ing horses werp reinad in long encugh for spnde
and shovel to dig deep; fof ax and saw to form
a crude coffin. Then stones were piled on the
eirth nbove the still figure, the driver shouted
to his team and the coach leuped forward west-
wird, always westward., Sometime, somewhere,
they must have arranged — these Westward
people — to have r stone set up ahove the lit-
tle grave. But they did not turn back, The peo
ple who made the West never turned hack.

Nedr the foot of the Guadalupe Mountains: in
the extreme wortern portion of Texas lies yol
her lonely griave, marker for the Californls
bearing e date upon itz tamh stone,
But t the elements have abliterated
hle save the

Tes the on
the land
w ”:

Haskell Coumties have :trn & called Californin
Cresk, because they were crogsed by this early
rail almost

A eantury agn

Another rute eve ¥ suparséiled the Cali
fornia Trail. Thiz was the Weand followed by
the conthes bearing the San Antonio-San Diego
Mail, eatablizhed in 1857

Ax soon as circumstances would |
he annexation of Texas to Uni
of military posts was established between
Antonio, El Pass, and points further west i
made safety havens ncross the land for thowe
who wen: weatwarnd. It also provided way
tions for rest and change of hores.

In 1857 the post office depmrtment, feeling
that the opportune time had arrived, for such &
wtep, called for contractors to carry the mail

Leudiug West Qut of Lone Star State

Great mule-drawn coaches thundered through the mountains and
headed toward the Pacific Coast. Grave stones marked its way
in "49. Graves still guard the route which linked Texas and

California.

from San Antonio to San Diego and back once
n week.

A certain N, P, Cook made the lowest bid, and
was accepted. Cook transferred his interest to
a daring =oul pamed James B, Bareh

TER carelul consideration, the woekly mail
wias canzidered unnecessary, and a contract
wne mide with Mr. Burch for bi-monthly meail

Sketeh by conrtery of Wells Furgo

-
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There was always the chance that a man might lose his scalp on the Texas-

California trail.

sarvice. He wax to liring and return the mail
between the designated points for four years for
the sum of $140.500. The contract became ef-
fective July 1, 1837,

It was agreed that the mails would leave both
San Antonio and San Diego on the same days,
inmely, the 9th and 21t of each month at 6 a.m
This distance between the twa cities was to be

ivered in not less than thirty days

Mr, Burch went himself to California to ar-
ange for the establishing of the mails on the
Pacifiec Coast. But, nn September 11, returning
ta New Yori on the Steamer Central Ameriea,
he was shipwrecked and perished, Wherever
Cook was when thiz news came, one may be

Travelers might pray but they never stopped to kneel.

sure that he felt he had boen justified in leav
ing the mails alone,

Major J. C. Wods, general superintendent of
the route, left New York for San Antonio on
dune 24, I557. He arrived at his destination on
July 11, two days after the first mall had left
Hut he immediately began to make preparstions
for the second mail and the first coach, schad.
uled (o leave San Antonlo July 24, Major Woads
accompunied the second mail all the way to Call
fornia, and arrived in San Diego before learn-
ing of Burrh's death.

The Major found himself with the mail route
in kie lap, There wan any amount of adverse
< sm from old timers and new comer: as lo
whether or not there wak a well defined road;

1
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Every wagon was fair game to the Indians, wheo
hailed nelvs of the Overland Routes with joy. Peo-
ple wing this route did well to pay up their kfe

Redikins were a constant menace to the But-

welicld Overland Mail, called the “horseshoe

trail” and the “oxbow romte™ — but this road

was widely used by the famous Concord coaches,
finest of i time.

was it all wilderness? Waore the dangers great?
In short, was the mail route worth » tinker's
damm? Or was it merely another klean to geab
money? What was wrong with the old Califor
nia Trail? Why desert an established road for
this? The Major arose nobly and took the stamd
in the defense of N. P. Cook's idea.

*Have we a well defined route ruared Lhe
Major. “Even an ignorant immigrant wouald find
it as impossible to miss his way when once on
our road, either gcing or returning to Califar-
nia, as he would If truvelling in a country with
guide posts every half mile!™

8o much for that, you doublers!

“Forthermore,”" continued the Major bellignr
eolly, “we assume nay, we know that the es-
tablishment of this line will jead to the speedy
and rapid settlement of the eountry all along
the ruad, givis with a very lew years' time
nlinuois n of farms, ranches, ho
., military posts, stage officon, sie, from ope
neean Lo another™

SUCEeREID]

Major Woods was right in his surmises and
his contentions. The sstablizhmente of the San
San Diego 5Majl was 2
in pianeering of the g West
mixty-five men, fifty c hes aned
mules were conatan
bi-manthly mail

11

HE groatest awindle
the country by the
Chicagy e in the thick .’ the fu,(hr
1 . had its part in the making
of the west. The Batierfield Overland Mail
blazed the trail for the mute of the firsl greaf
milroad to the Pacifie,

wver pripelr

According to the provisions of the Fost Of
ce Appropriation bill of 1857, the post-master
v contract for the can
tter mail from such &
point on the Mississi Itiver an the contractor
might select, to SBan VFrancisen, Each trip must
be completed In record time, only twenty-five
days belng allowed {ar il Speed was even then
taking a hold an the people,

Veyance

insurance, for safe arrival was pmblcmunra] They

prayed — and “toted guns'.

The posimaster-genernl. was a Mr. Brown
from Tennessoe, and when the roule was nr-
ranged to swing down from St Louis’ts Mem-
phis, acrosa to Little Rock, Arkansas, theprs
through Texas to the Ris Grande, FY Yoma and

eventually San Francisco, some uncharitabis

souls insinuated that perhaps Mr. Brown had
deliberately favored a southern moute. Whether
or not this was true, the Overland Mall went &
southern youte for many reasons. It was safe,
comfortable and certain during every seanom of
the year.

Again, there wan Mexico to conalder. Troopa
still had a tendency to bpil aver the Ric Grande
and invade Texas at odd and unexpected meo-

"monts, The southern route would provide a

splendid highway over which United States sol-
diera could be rushed to the border in case of
need. Without a doutt, 3r, Brown had many
shafta to his bow and wis well heoled for ail
sorts of criticism. And thers was plenty of it
The Butterficld Overland Mail was described
variouly nnd rleHIH‘"} as “the horseshoe™ trail
and “the oxbow rout wd jt was widely pre-
dicted that no good wo rome of it But time
proved that the carping critics didn't know theis
stuff, President Hochanan slaunchly declared
that "It would bind the East and West together
by ‘a chain of living Amerieans which never can
be broken." And for once, a President was right
all the way, much to the discomfort of many
peliticians who were out after the Postn
General's sealp, and weren't adverse to faking
a little hide off the President in the process,

The Butterfield route brought Inte belng the
wide wse of Concord coaches, the most perfoet
vehicle ever built for travel, till the coming of
paved highways and the modem automohile,

HEY earried from six to nine passengers on

the inside and from ons to ten outxide, plus
thelr baggage and the mail. Four horses drew
the « hes, and for the had strelches, more
were added. It became a tradition In the west
that if a borse owner couldn’t ma v hix horses,
e poomptly sold them to the Ovoriand Sall,
which whippad their ears down in no time at all.

Even in thope enxly days Californisne were

rather sainglovious aboul their state and went
an the ger

st who
ever wam
from Teaas in
nt of the fare
0on
ed bageage. Ta re-
v stay whetener you
d Queen, that yeu ran
you could .:|'I. the time

ral theory th
d Lo pel td

tarelore, the

2 was twice the asr

ormin Lo Texas, To "go west™ cost
pounds of all

¥y "fll. Ane

. the tahles

wil at
will kead Texas-
ahled, as
n who set
t tennial Expo
pn jy Dallas feom June A ta Novemher 20,
will travel over the same iratls which their an
cestors rode going weat in 1540—to the land of
wealth and everal times California
hase celeliral s past with expositions
lh' the Ce ninl Exposition marks Texns' fent
sy party. ane which nmemorates faogr
"h’ uries of history and a hundred years of
freedom

{ her g

of Texans have re-
y times to California’s cordial in
ome gver for a vinit,” 3o will thou.
wands of California citizens accept Texas® request
ranger, come in and set, Comn see-

Ard just as thoussnds

sponded
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