
Ancient Indian "Scalp Race" Is Crew Classic
Loss Of Canoe Race Washington Contest
Once Brought Death Is An International
To Redskin Crews Event Which Draws
From Rival Braves Enthusiastic Crowd

Saanich, Lumnis and Nook sack canoes cross the
finish line with no open water between and the
whooping, hysterical judges go Into a huddle,
punctuated with excited gutturals, to name the
winner.

It's the Nooksack crew! For three years this
tribe has triumphed, not consecutive years, but
three, nevertheless. This Is virtually an extinct
tribe, but those who are left, mostly from one
family, are mighty paddlers.

There is the conventional white man's silver
trophy, of course, and it goes to the Nooksacks.
The paleface has corrupted the clean sport of

racing for slaves and scalps, and the trium-

phant crew takes the trophy home to tarnish
in a tepee.

When Does A Cloud
Drift Over Oceans

Against The Wind?
to explain the unexplainable ? '

HOW crew of the Lady of the Lake sighted a
peculiar formation In the sky. It moved in a
direct line, but. Instead of drifting with the
wind, it went against a stiff breeze. Other
clouds' around it disintegrated, yet this retained
its form. Looking like a gray cloud, it did no"
act like one.

In structure "the appearance was circular. In-

side this circle was a semi-circ- with even
visions. A "tail" began in the center and
stretched out behind, like the tail of a kit

The captain of the Lady of the Lake waa pux
zled. He did not attempt an explanation, nor dlf
his sailors. It was something they had never
seen before.

Moving like a motored airship, slowly but
steadily against the wind, it traveled below a
high group of clouds. The sailors held it in sight
for 30 minutes. Its peculiar characteristics and
design were unchanged when it disappeared with
the setting sun.

Was it a cloud of some strange composition ?

Or an unknown body running across the sky-
- to

a directed destination?
Have you an answer to. the puzzle a solution

which answers the queer occurrence?

By Dill Granberg

universities may have their annual
MANY classes and be willing to "die for
dear old Slwash," but in the State of Wash-

ington Is a yearly race of Indian crews with the
reminiscent cry of "live for dear old Qullayute."

While the other classics draw a few thou-

sand people, the Indian contest attract more

spectators than the Intercollegiate regatta at
Poughkecpsie. Why? Because it was originally
based on life and death, and harkens back to
ancient days when to flniBh second in a canoe
race was to lose one's scalp to the winners.

As college crews race at Poughkeepsie for the
national championship, so do Pacific Northwest
Indians decide their supremacy at Coupeville,
Washington, in the International Canoe Cham-

pionship regatta which has been held for six

years, reviving an old tradition.

As an aid to living, Pugct Hound Indians,
a few hundred years ago, developed a new war
canoe. The Haidas, a powerful neighboring tribe
from the Islands south of the Alaskan coast,
had unpleasant dispositions In battle, and a
definite belief In their own superiority. This
complex led the Haldaa to pack their lunches,
set out in their war canoes, which carried about
fiO warriors, and paddle off for a picnic on

Puget Sound. Souvenirs of the outing were
often a few Puget Sound Indians for slaves.

These little social calls made the southern
Indians decide that being "at home" was an
unhealthy business, so they built smaller, faster,
eleven-ma- n canoes, dug out of cedar logs and
with a bfeam less than three feet wide. With
these they retained their scalps by the process
of gaining the paddling championship. By out-

distancing their neighbors, the Haidas, the
Sound Indians lived to have descendants who
race at Coupeville every year for the peace-
time championship.

as in the crew classic between
EVEN and California, you will find rowing
"schools" among the Indians. Some crows bal-

ance five strong paddlers against six men on
the opposite side. Others allow the odd man
to switch from aide to side and steer as needed.

Unlike college crews, there Is no coxswain
as supercargo. He isn't needed. The Indians
paddle facing the bow and thus can see how

Slim Canoe Race Down the Bay as Braves Dig Into the Water With Short, Hard Jabs. Ihe Quinaults Drop Back. Two of Their Men Are

Pretty hat. At the 1 Mark of the lhrec-Mil- e Course is a Buoy Marking the Turn. Here Skill in Maneuvering is as Important as

Paddling Strength, Since These Racing Canoes Have No Rudders. The Last Men in the Stern Are Captains. The Portside Captain Applies
His Paddle as a Rudder, and the Frail Canoes Careen Around the Buoy.

his paddle as a rudder and the frail canoes
careen around the buoy.

Indians swing in rhythm. The
SWEATING

up the race. The Nooksacks are a
length ahead, with the Saaniches and Lumnis
bow and bow for second place. Down past the
pier and cheering crowd they come, fighting
choppy waves on the straight-
away. The stroke is 54 a minute for the lead-

ers. College crews at this point would be row-

ing 32.

Stake boats with three judges from as many
tribes watch the next buoy. But as the canoes'
approach the turn, the judges are so busy yell-

ing for their respective crews they forget to
watch for dirty work. The Nooksacks are
forced to the outside of the turn as the Saanich
crew, defending champions, take the lead, half
a length ahead of the Lumnis.

The revenge-seekin- g Nooksacks have picked
up their beat to 60 strokes a minute and at
the d pace close on the Lumnis.

So it is racing day. Scores of yachts and Bai-

ling craft lie at anchor along the course, while
15,000 palefaces dot the shores of Whidby
Island to see the feud reopen. The Coast Guard
cutter in charge of starting the race has a
diplomat's task In getting the canoes lined up
and under way. The tribes do not have the
highest regard for each other, and no chance
of arousing pet peeves is taken. Finally, the
starting gun is fired.

slim canoes race jdown the bay as 110
TEN dig into the water with short, hard
jabs. The Quinaults drop back. Two of their
men are pretty fat. At the three-quart- mark
of the three-mil- e course is a buoy marking the
turn. Skill In maneuvering the canoe is as im-

portant as paddling strength. They must make
a and canoes have no rudders. .

The last two men In the stem are captains.
The starboard skipper puts his paddle under the
craft and pries. The portside captain applies

they are doing, The bow man, of course, sets
the stroke.

crews qualified for the race last year. Oh,
TEN there are, preliminaries. The bucks
turn out a day preceding the race and paddle
three miles as fast as they can go. This means,
records agree, 18 minutes and 37 seconds. They
do the same thing 24 hours later in the big
race! That's how they "point" for the grand
classic.

Among the competing tribes are the Malahats
and the Saanlches from British Columbia. They
come down from Vancouver Island, which
makes the race international for white men,
who recognize boundaries. It was always inter-
national for the scalp-savin- g Puget Sounders.
Conspicuous in the race will be the Qulnaultar
who live on the Washington coast. The Skaglts
also will have a crew from their stamping
grounds on that river. The Nooksacks,

Lumnls and Swinomish, all from Puget
Sound shores also will be there.
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