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‘Black Magic’ Hobb

Ray Gamble, Head of the Tacoma Ring, Inter-

national Brotherhood of Magicians, Demon-

strates the “Pillory,” a Dtvice Used by the
Late Houdini,

“Immature Hour”
Aspirants to Radio
Fame Include The
Announcer In Act

By Bud Landis

NNOUNCER: Here we are again, making
A hig ones out of little ones Or, in other
words, this |s the weakly amateur hour when
we converl small-timers into great stnrs Take
it awny, Bud, . .

BU The first application states that the
nspirants are an acrohatic trio. But there are
only two of you—how about that, spokesman?

AMATEUR: It's this way: During the last
vaudeville engagement, we actidentally threw
pur other partner samepldce angd neyver found
him again

BUD: 1 don't understund

A: Well, vou ses, we're hand balancers. We
happened to toss the lig man too far and
cottldn’t Ioeate him after show

BUD: Didna't you have n roturn adidress on
him.

A: No, we nlways just relied on a cowhaell
to tell where he s

BUD: Why didn't you put an ad in the loat
nnd fo 1eolumng?

A We did, But the only response wo. got
wns from girl adagilo dangers who'd been lost
in the rough

BUD: Adagio duncers? Oh, yes—the original
broadensters. But did you try the bureau of
missing persons?

A: Our man wouldn't fit that eclnssification
We've hardly missed him,

BUD: So now yvou just Loss ench other about,
eh?

A: Bure But we tie ouraelves together like
Alpine climhers

BUD: Very interesting. But come to think of
it, how do vou expect to do a tumbling act on
the air?

A: Shucks, we've been billed as aerial gym-
nansts for years.

BUD: I know, but people have got to hear
this radio stuff

A: We have sound effects, In any strong-
arm net there's always the "Alez Oop,” the
"Hte!" an well as sundry grunis and groans.
And, of course. there's the roll an the anare to
drum up suspense! the swishing of a thrown
handkerchief: and a very sudible thud when
we fall to catech our man

BUD: Maybe I could make a third for you

A: Excellent. Here, elimb upon my knee,
Sonny Boy Now, up on the shoulder blade

Careful—don't cut yourself!

BUD: Uh—uh

SOUND (SUNDRY GRUNTE AND
GROANS.)

A: Thers—now, steandy Rite!

50UND: (DRUM ROLL.)
A: There you go!
SOUND: (BANG!)

A: Oh, I'm sorry you faw down and go
Bang!

BUD: Bang nothing! That's a typographical
error, What you heard was thia:

SOUND: (BONG!)
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Pulling Rabbits Out of Hats Is Just Child's Play o These Tacoma Men, Who Get Their Relaxation From Business
Cares by the Practice of “Black Magic." Amateur Megicians, Lefv 1o Right: Al Hooker, Herb Schuh, and Master Wizapd

Ray Gamble,

Few ‘"Unselfish” Hobbies; Its Value
Lies In The Ability To Please Others

OYS may mature into men, but the small
B boya' love of magic seldom leave them. It
may le dormant, cropping. out oaly at occas-
fonal Intervals, when father ontertains the fam-
iy with a few simple card or coln tricks. but
it s there, and it doesn't take much couxing
to send Dad off on his fouts of legerdemain,

In Tacomi. Wash., Is o group of men. who
ke their r so serjously that they refuse
to atop nt e cird and coin tricks
in for the most ditficult feats of the s
“black art,” and have banded thrmsclves to-
gether into a gang, which they call & "Ring"™
There are other "Rings," some one hundred nnd
fifty of them throughout the country, they ex-
plain. Thoy are united In a national organiza-
tion, which enubies them to exchange ideas on
magic

The Tacomi Ring Is headed by Ray Gamble,
who manufactures wood flour when he Isn't too
busy with prestidigitition or collecting imodel
clophants. Othara in the group inelude Herbert
Schub, who manages & veneer package com-
pany In Puyallup: George Todd, who owns a

drug store: Al Haoker, who mannges an eloctro-
chemionl plant; Phil Garland, who manoges a
plywood manufacturing company: Herb Ralelgh,
a banker; Garth Dickens, a radlo broadeaster;
S Anderson, n newspnaper ndvertising man-
ager; Howird Willinme o produ_e desler: Ployd
Kinnear, Shrine segretary; Clarence Slyter, an
entertiiner; and n number of others

31C with them I8 o hobby. They tell you
M that thelr hobby is one of the few unsel-
fish ones, If your hobby is golf, they expluin,
you are striving constantly to best an opponent.
If your hobby is collecting, you wre alwnys con-
tending with other collectors for specimens, but
If your hobby s magic. Itsa value lies solely In
your abllity to please some one else. You are
foaled, they are tickled, everybody is happy—
what more can you nak7
They think so much of thelr art, that they
are even proposing that a course in magle, with
particular emphosis on card tricks, be included
in [!’_Il!“( schon) curriculuma. The value of such
teaching, aside from the fact that It would
be highly entertaining to the students, would

be thot It would give the youths such an under-
standing of card manipulation that it undoubt-
edly would cure them forever from patroniaing
public card rooms or gambling establishments.

HE Tacomn magicluns think so well of thelr
T shill that each year they hold o bhanquet, to
which they Invite Jfellow magicinns from  all
parts of the Paelfic Coast. Nor do they lmit
thelr guest list te¢ mogicinns, They nlso Invite
i group composed of those who probably nre
their severest crifies — thelr wives. Following
the bunguet, the mogicians demonsteate thelr
#klll So famous hove these affairs become that
outsiders eagerly seel invitutions and the To-
ecomn Ring has found It necemsary to hire the
lurgest available hotel room for thelr party.

Some prominent magicians have attended
their parties. Guests have included Caryl 8.
Fleming of Beverly Hills, Cal, president of the
Pacific Const Associntion of Magiclans, and
Harry Louine “Gig" Miller of San Jose, Cul,
father of the lule Marilyn Miller, fimous stage
atar, and Himmelf a magician of Iniernntionnl
reputation.

Jack Hays, First-Class Fighting Man and Scourge Of
Texas Border, Goes West for New Worlds to Conquer

This is the tale of Jack Hays, original Captain
of the Texas Rangers, and other plonesr Texans
whose éxploits have made colarful history.

ti==HE mopt remarknble thing about Captain

Hays was his ability to control men.”
writes an old Ranger who served with the
famous Captaln. “The men he campalgned with
were the most turbulent, adventurous and un-
managenble men to bhe found on the North
Ameriean continent, yet they yielded complote
pbedience to him, He exorcised his control with
i eertaln good-natured cheerfulness, without a
phrtiele of arrogance or dictatorinl benring, and
never wihs anything dangerous or disagrecable
on hand but what he waa ready to lead,”

For five veidrs Jack Hayn, first-class fghting
man, was the scourge of the xnz horders
“Fhen Toxns booame n state in the Unlon and the
Unitedd States declured war on Mexico, in orider
to settie houndary disputes

Jack Hays and his men rode with Zachary
Taylor into Mexico and he and his men led the
attavks in the noted battles of Palo Alto, Matn-
moras, Monterrey and Buena Vista. Hays and his
Texas voluntears assisted also in the taming of
Mexico City, and a fine to-de they created when
they marched into those sucred precincta, no two
of tham dressed alike. hut gallant fighters all.

In 1848 Jack Hays, now Colonel, was re-
fuested to head the expedition which marked out
the highway between San Antonlo and Chihua-
hiun Today the trail he blazed is one of the
leading highways into Mexien

This duty done, Colonel Hays looked about for
nEw worlda to eonquer, California heckoned and
he went west where men sUll carried guns. He
rini for sheriff of San Francisco counly on the
independent ticket and was clocted. After two
successaful terms, during which he cleaned up
the obatreperous element mlong the waterfront
{n much the same manner which he had cleaned
out the Indians on the Texas border. Sherify
Hays became surveyor general for California
and served In this eapacity until he died

Hir Iast Indian fight occurred In 1860 In Ne-
vadn against the Plute Indians in compuny with
another Texas ranger. Captain Edward Storey
Colonel Hays took soveral companiea of men
rom Pledmont, Californin and he and Storey
cleaned outl the Plutes, 1000 strong, at Pyramid
Lake

EXAS' original Ranger Captain then returned
T to hia home al Pledmont, where he lived untll
1883, He was slxty-five yeara old when he died,
atel forty-two of those yenrs he had spent in
state-making

Othor noted Texans wha moved on to Call-
farnin inoluwded Texan' first provigional governnr.
Henry Smith, a pative of Kentucky Henry
Emith, who hud (he distinction of be 1iited

in November, 18406, over Stephan F. n#
provisional progident. w A& slormy in
office and by Janusry 12 of the noxt )

fucing charpges onccuning hitn of violating the
constitution of 1824, and with perjury. slander
of council members and pontempt

Ha wis overloaked when [nde
declared gt Washinglon-on-the-Brazos an
2, 1846, and David G. Burnst was olectedl |

dent of the New Republic ilh went to Cadl-
iin in the gold rush, and died there, being
mmewhere A the trall in an un-

| grave

Ndridge Gerry Reclor, n rative of Tennciies,
who “toted™ & gun at San Jacinto when 10 vears
old and served in tha war between Mexico and
the United States, was thar of
niners, scttling at Maripasd. In 18
elected the first clerk of Merced county,
this office for saven veara. Al the close
poriod he became sheriff

Rector latar estahbliahed an

goat
manch, but sold it in 1877 to come back Lo Texaa
and live at San Saba Ther he returned to Mer.

.\r}u--r-a

eed and wans elected county Lreasurer. He lived
to mee one of hin sons become A celeh
lawyer and another a journalist in Californin
Rector disd October 10, 1002

Captain Richard Roman, nalive of Kentucky,

Led

hero of San Jacinto, member of Captain Jnck
Hays' fighling Rangers, counly clerk for Vie-
torin, member of the congress of the Texas Re
publie, moved to California after the United
States-Mexican engagement, and became first
stals troasurer, sorving from Decemhber 22, 1840,
to January 2, 1804

Appointed as U. 8. Consul to Guaymas by
President Franklin Pierce nnd U, 8. appralser
at 1 Franclsco by Proaident James Buchanan,
Roman les In an honorsd grave today in Cal-
viry Comaotery, Ban Frinciaco) He died Dec
ber 22, 1875.

James W, Rabinsor, Ohloan, Neutenant-gov-
ernor it the gonoral consultation ut Ban Felips
de Auntin In November, 1895, was niso at. 8an
Jacinto, amnd whs named district judge of San
Antanio by Prealdent Houston afterwanis

Rohinson was bolding court in 1842 whan Gep.
eral Adrian Woll marchod on San Antenio with
1200 Invading Mexicans and captured the oty
Robinson and his entire court were kidnag in

one of the most daring rofds ever mode. Talan
to Mrxico, Robinson  persunded Santn Atn W0
send him back to Texas an nn agent for medin-
tion between Mexico and m Houston. His

medi wn resiited in & brief arm!
took hary Taylor'a men to sdtile
four years inter

y bt it
mntiers

Jamea Robinson served an district
from 1552 to and was also 0 schosl com-
miesioner in 1 He wan one of the promoters
of the railroad which today linka Bl Prso with
Califarnia. He died at San Diogo, Octo'er, 1857

Hitorney

I8 will presented an unusual legal tangle
H He had marcied tw and Kis will provide
that his estste be settied out of court bhetwssn
the children of his two wives The final distribg
ton of hin estate was pot made untll Mey 21,
1003, forty-six yearn after hin death. Sov
legatees mhared in the money, noarly evervane
of them having heen barn yesrs after the will
was firat filed

Of Tacoma Businessmen

There Must Be Skullduggery Here. Al Hooker,

Left, is Warching Phil Garland, Who Holds a

Humin Skull—One of the Chief "Props” of
the Ring's Magic Tricks.

Prisoners Escape

From “Big House” In
Washington State By
Underground Tunnel

FEHIND the high stone walls which surround

penitentiaries, o censeless war of wits Is
wagod o8 prisons s scheme night and tay to get
out, and oMeers scheme just as hard to keep
them in.

The recont ssonpe from the Washington State
Penltentinry, near Walln Walla, of elght men
vie the tunnel route, called nttention to other
odd escapes from the same [nstitution—escapon
In which tuck and Ingenuity played parts.

One of the most unusunl of the cacapes was
made by three men, Jerry Pennings, Lawrence
Colton and 8, €. Pldgeon, on November 238, 1023,
Assigned to duty In the prison butcher shop.
they attachod n hose Lo the steam pipe nnd Tnid
down such n barrnge of steam that they wore
enabled to get to the wall; use n skid plank to
“shinny” to the top and over, Guards' bullets
missed thom, but they were caught Inter,

Mike Donnelly, lifer, chose the clonk of a dust
storm lo glve him invisibility and freedom;
August 14, 1011, Working in the jute mill, he
slipped Into the lavatory, then climbed through
nosmall ventilntor shaft und made his way over
n 20-foot wall to freedom. Hin oncnpe wan dis-
goversl when oficers toak the men to thelr cells,

LUt being too dark to work. Caplured twice (n
fow weelts, he escuped Lwice, but years later
was arrested in Idaho and recelved a life term.

OO0 altdedd Frank Holmes, Warren Danlels and
F Everett Browning to got away the night of
? 1925, They had gotten Inte the
honpital, presumably 11, but really suffering
from “escape fover” They tied up the steward
and went over the wall, bolng so Indistinet that
puards’ bullots failed to And them. Holmes wan
free two years, but the others were back In ten
dnyvn)

Mark MoCoy played “pig tail” to retriva lost
basehalla  during o prinpn baseball game Da-
her 12, 1020, and made o home run, Sta-
1 on top of the Mnt-roofed jute mill durlng
+ Lo Lok hinelk any basebnlls which might
tnnd thore, he fashioned n dummy which he
lenned againet the cornien, hid and when night
eame went ovier the prinon wall unseen. He, too,
wan reeaptured

Elght conviets worlted nearly two years to
dig through the floor of o ool sand gopher out
a tunnel Y0 feot lohg. They got out early on the
muorning of Déecamber 9 A Henry Rule was
picked up by offfcers In Willa Walla for at-
templed ear theft, fingerprinted and the prints
takon to the prison for identifiention

Flibbergasted atl the klentifeation—for Hale
was Lhought safe In the penitentiary—the o
cers disctversd the escapo! Harvey Scott, Rich
ard Thompson, T, H Johnson, Clarence Miles
and Gernld Durning were taken In custody that
day, nnd the other two, John Wenver and Her-
bert Jackaon, were arrested in Spokane later in
the werk

Sooll avi

amboer K,

mntly had gone along just for the
day, slnoe wheti evening came he drank a glaas
08 beer down lown, then called up the oMcers Lo
come and get him

UNNELING wan tried before but unsuccess
TI iy, Fmank Filenning, Frank Gorman,
James K. Redmon, V. E Caughnett and Law
rence Caolton tried to tunnel oul of “Siberia,” the

hard-bedled” ward, on Decomber 16, 1027, but

Three othe ught to tinnel out of the
mme plige Fi M2 but were cought
nlmoat bifore Lthey startod
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