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Ancient

Pretty Barbara Hurst, one of Perry Dilley's
assistants, with two puppets which ke part
in old-fashioned melodramas,

Puppets Prance For

Benefit of Grown-ups
and Carefree Children
Up and Down Coast

By WHIT WELLMAN

UPPETRY, most anclent of theatrical entor-
P tainments, has beon revived in the West
Colorful tales of primitive pageantiry, old folk
legends, children's fairy stories, and good old-
fashioned melodramas are “on the rowd” again

Travellng up and down the Pacifie Connt, ns
puppets did in Kurope generntions sgo, from
ity to city and from town to town, touring
under the direction of Perry Dilley, internation-
ally knpwn puppeteer, who s credited with
pringing the almost forgolten art into public
favar, In n puppet show supreme.

A hundred years ngo puppet shows wers Ui
tablold newspapers of Franco and Italy. Pup-
pets, which begnn performing mystery plays in
the cathedrais, were banned by the church for
frreligious by:play (introducing sceenes of oom-
ady and horsesplay), and turned oul into the
mirkel place, whove thoy took up the businoss
of satirizing the politicnl eventa of the day
Todny, Perry Dilley's gaily contumed figures on-
tertnin chlldren and ndults on annusl rosd

Perry
Ditley's
studio
theater,
smallest
“Little
Theater” in
Americn,
seating
only 50
people.

shows'” from San Francisco to 8an Diego, and
wehedule shows regularly at the universities,

Parry Dilley's Iden wis to get bick to the
wiginnl purpose of entertainment, to have the
sidllence tnke u real part In the performance.
Phe rovival of puppoetry, he soys, shows that
poople of taste are not entively satisfied with
the tneel, sex and hollow slegance of the movies
imd radio, With both of thess mediums there In
L gup botween dctors and dudience that cannot
be bridged. Puppet show sudiences in direct con-
tact with the “performers” enter Into the spleit
of the play, and help to create the Hlluslon of
reality

“Only children and n few artisty came to our
first  publie  performances,” Puppotesr Dilley
aniid. *“The youngetors onme becaise to them the
fantasy was real. Artists eame looking for sym-
bolle fantasy. All this han changed. Now, shop-
kewpers and stenograophors, Inwyern and stock-
brolors, oll kinds of peoplo, In pet, como beesuse
they find It good entertainment. The vice-proal-
dent of & blg corporation had his secretary call

“Buried Treasure
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Above:
Barbara Hurst and
Perry Dille
puinting the faces
of newly molded
puppet heads.

last month to reserve seats. Adults begin to take
puppets soriously.”

HRRY DILLEY belleves that puppets, lke

folk mongm, appeal to the massca, Puppet
ahows are a true folk art, and cannot be too
eathetie or refined, Puppet plots ure intended to
be simple, unsophisticated, refreshing, and lively.
The lttle Ngures are not subtle in thelr play-
roting. They're honest and direct. if sometimes
nolsy.

San Francisco headquarters of the Perry
Dilley Puppets is the Studio Theater, the small-
ont "lttle theater' In the country, but boasting
the lnrgest selection of puppet plays in Amerioin
— nbout 25 In all. His theater seats 50 people,
but the enthusinsm of the audience makes up
for its lack of numbers. The theater itself Is
only one of & growing chain of different places
where Perry Dilley and his nssistants, Grace
Wiekham, Grace Dillay, and preity Barbarin
Hurat, present traveling puppet shows, and play
every season before a total audience running
well over 30,000,

Thalr complete traveling equipment is con-
tainod In two large boxes, which can be fitted
into one amall car — ote of the advantagen of a
traveling puppel show! Ench hox holds puppets,
drapes, lights, sconory, and stago settings, which
oan be unpacked and prepared for a show in an
hour's time,

The Studio Theater has a modern revolving
stage, permitting four stage sets to be prepared
nt one tlme muaking for brief intermissions.
it is fitted with a modern switchboard, “fly-
gallery," and specially deaigned scenery.

about 18 Inches high, without strings — a
type not generally used. Ench la manipulated by
hand, the middle finger for the haad, other
fingors for arma. Dilley expoerimonted with murl-
onettes, and declded upon hand-puppols beeatse
thee action In lean complicated, the (llusion being
grenter without the visible threads. The appeal
of stringless puppots s simple and direct, and
the essence of art is simplicity. The fact that
these fgures have no fest detracta from the 0-
{uslon no more than the threads which manipu-
late marionettes. Perry Dilley's puppets mike
no slavinh pretentions to reallsm, although they
come ax close to realily as any stage figures
¢an

Pl-:ﬂ[{\' DILLEY'S fguros are hand-puppets,

Succonnful puppeleers who lend thelr volce
and hands to the moving flgures must render
sincore and sympathetie Intorpretation of the
puppet's role, as each puppeteer la ldentifiod
with his or her puppet during the performance
Human manipulators must have an Inner con-
vigtion of the puppet’s Individual entity, which
mnkes the play more than merely o mechanionl
business., Two Imaginations contribute to the
performance—that of the puppoteers, and that
of the audionce. The combination produtes a
porfect puppet.

One weak A smoky dragon will tread the boards
of this traveling theater In the rollicking play
“The Dragon That Wouldn't 8ay Pleass” The
green monster does sny “plense’ in the Inat act
with a great roar of satisfaction from the audi-
ence. Another week sees the thrilling rescue of
a blonde beauty from under the wheels of a
cardboard train, ih “Under the Gaslight
Augustin Daly's famous melodrama, Arst played
in New York in 1867, A third week may be Red
Ridinghood's turn to be deceived by the wolf
Other stories plaved by the Dilley puppots are

Spow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” "Plerrot's
Wodding,” and "King of the Golden River!

ACH puppet s made by Perry Dilley himselt
E Chartcter heads are carcfully modeled 0
soft ¢lay, from which pilaster molds ary made
Then the head 1s roproduced In paples
fitted with a proper wig, and the fagce s
and painted, Puppet mods ling is a apecial nret in

vy

Perry Dilley, internationally known puppeteer, who molds the heads of every puppet himself.

Each must be fashioned for the play in which it will act, Character heads are modeled in soft
clay, then plaster molds are made, and the head is reproduced in papier-mache,

Perry Dilley Says
Puppets Appeal To
Masses Who Want
A True Folk Art

Itoelf, requiring yoars of training and experi-
mentation,

Porry Dilley became Intoreated In the subject
it the Manunl Arts High Schoolin Lon Angalos,
where he made stages, designed wcenery, and
modeled puppet fgures. In the past few voira
he has toursd mont of the towns In the San
Joagquin Valley from Tulare to Taft, and as far
north as Red Bluff. His ahowa have been pre-
sented in tha Pasndena Community Playhouse,
and at U, C, L. A, Every summer hin puppet
troupe givea plays ot the University of Califor
nli in Whealer Hall, His puppets have played to
blg audlences at Mills College, College of the
Pacifie and Stanford Universily, Far several
yenrs he hos given coursies In puppetry for the
University Extanalon in his studio theater.

As s master puppeteer, Perry Dilley’'s repu-
tation Is more than loonl. His original work In
known in Berlin, Toklo, and in eastern states.
A number of, Garman, Japanose, and American
booka on the art of puppetry Include iMustra-
tions of hia lttle Agures,

The family tree of puppets s as old as civill-
eatlon, Carved movable figures of ivory were

buried with ancient Egyptian rulers. No one
knows whether Indls or Egypt was the firat
home of puppets. Hindus say that puppets lived
with the great.gods before they came down to
earth. The Uttle figures came from India to
Ching, then to Japan, in plays about Chinese
heroes and animals that talked. Japanese poeta
have written thousands of puppet plays, where
children dance, fly kites, and girl puppets curry
dolls, Even In' carly Greece puppets attended
fensts and acted for thelr hosts.

Parhnps the first passion play was acted by
puppets, before the Holy Sepulcher in Jorusalem,
with emotion and tragle incldents from the life
of Christ. In Ituly puppet showsa exhibited feats

Gf knlghts in armor conguering an incredible

nrray of foes, Itallan puppets were invited to
visit the castles of the nobles, very much like
wandoring minstrels

REAT authors were not above writing playa
G eapecinlly for the puppel stage. Shake-
apeare wrole “Jullus Caesar” and “"Midsummer
Night's Dream"” for puppets, and Ben Jonson
contributed "Every Man in His Humor." George
Banid, famous nov vl 5o Interested that
she made a puppet ter for her young son.

These dignified, mvstorious little figures of
the miniature theater have had famous friends
—men who appreciated the fact that stage and
human actors and scenery were all subordinate
to the puppets themaelves, which live in propor-
tion to the actor's art and the enthusiasm of
thelr nudience, Perry Dilley expectsthem to have
more important friends among modern welters,
when they realize the poasibilities of these small
figures which almost “ecome to life.”
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Singer Gets Novel Makeup Box

N UNUSUAL volce s often rewarded by
more than the applause of enthusiastic
nudiences; & plonsant fact discovered by Marion
Talley, Metropolitan Opera stir, when she re:
velved o valuable antiguoe Japar sse makeup box
from an admirer who heard he' sing “Madame
Butterfly ™
This comveniently made box was vnce the
property of an Oriental mitinee idol, and {8 so
prized by Miss Talley that she used it exclu-
sively whon proparing for her recent debut in
the films

Makeup, particulnrly in clnemaland, is of th

utmost Importance, requiring not only alkill but
41l the ndjuncts of beauty contained in the folde
Ing compartments of what is pribably the mont
unusual box of its kind In Hollywood
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