Mrs. T. W. Wheat studied gold mining at the Sacramento Go'd Mining

School and now manages several claims. She Ix here showing & woman
companion some “calor"
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By F. Leland Elam

UST lles deop off the pavement;
prospector holes peer from mon-
anita-covered hills; but the sleepy

phost towns of the carly gold mining
days In Western United States no
longer are sgleepy—they're pulsing to a
new golden thrill. A thrill erented by
that Mashing, yellow, hard-worked-far
mela), gold.

Hundreds of men, many of them with
thelr famllles, are moving into these old
towns, builiing naw Homes or ocoupying
old ones, long wvncant. These men are
on the search for gold or else have taken
n job with some mine, Among these men
15 n new type of gold secker, women.

There are women who are successful
as steamship captalns, dostars, lawyers,
bullding contractors, boseball players,
tennis players, explorers, Governors,
legialators—others of the falr sex have
pioneered in avintion, but with ail the
infiltration of women intp various lines
of business; the one line we would least

expect fo find headed by A woman is
that of mining
Mining today, genernlly speaking. s

different from in the elghteen-hundreds
when gold was dlZeovered In Callfornin,
Todny a8 n whele 1L s carried on with
plant m sy specially  designed to
mine 5 in large quantities. Of
course, some mining is still carried on
by the use of the rocker, gold pan and
sJulce boxes. No matter what the method
Lod, it is stll a man's job, ax in the
diys when gold waa first discovered.

One of the modern methods of dig-
ping deep Into old stream chantels to
tike out gold is the dredger. Surely
gold dredge |s far too masculine ever (o
become allected by the feminine touch,
Maybe that's what you think

dem

BLI'I' the dredging fleld, too, hax come

under the spell of at lenst one young
woman, ntid today she Ly endowe
the title of the only womnn ope:
1 goid dredge in the world, She

Mary.

d with

E Smith, of
California

Lewis

the aelive man-
Dredglng Com-
s after the Yeath
stiler ol his
im't} ompany
hier brother, B, L.
Bmith, Jr. His Intorests Iny more with
go design and bullding than opeta-

tion, so he retired o + head of the
nmpany o favor of
Miss task
building o 1 dredgr
heen In o nt for thirteen yenrs

A new hull wns installed and the ma-

chinery transferred to it, the dredge re-

suming operations in the Bpring of
1826,

This dredge had been orizinally bullt
by her father in 1012, and d red {rom

other Calliornin dredgers (nasmuch as it
gred as a slulee ty
to handle the coarse gold found in the
Trinity River. There Ix no stacker in
the rear, but a type of placer slulce aver
which the gravel 1s washed for the re-
vovery of the gald; the debrin and tail-
ings pass out over & rock chute at the
side of the dredge.

While this method wotld be

pe

con-

sidered crude in other localities. the
conrse gold of the Trinlty River daoes not
need finer pecovery melhods
Mixs Smith's dredge hat o digging
depth of thirty e feet and wses eleven
cuble fool bue In order to dig into
the bedrock of the region of operation,
the buckets are wide-mouthed and
linked at widely spaced Intervals on the
bucket linge
To date the Trinity Dredging Com-
pany  has ut 450 ncres of
t spotiy  placer
geclogy of the distriot. More than holf
of this nerenge has been dredged under
Misg Smiths supervision
There are from  sixteén to elghteen
men steadily emploved on her dredger.
From 00,000 to 100000 cuble yards are
handled monthly
Provided additional property
acquired, Ml Smith jut
in the dredging busin
a dredge to oper
enl indications. that means a long
time, for this wompn iails to regord
her cholce of ror a6 unilque; To her,
gold dredging
¢ to whic
herself

can be
s Lo remiin
1 a8 lohg as she

And, from the

A business enter-
15 been
bly.

able to

profits

A BOTHER woman
<L B, Prazier
Franotsco, Ca

£ Mra. Ruth
ident of Ean
nnd nlece of Congreas-
man Charmoe F., Lea, of Santh Roan,
Calif, She Lhinks mining s & ot of
fun, and she doesn’t mind the hard work
a bit. Eventually, she helieves, the mine
she |s developing or
properties near Georpetown,
net her a nice fortune

n former

cerian
will

olif,

‘Tt is not Just be
to mike me some money
s fun” she sald. "“To make story
complete T must go back four years. 1
{ound myself in poor health, enused by
# highly nervous state of mind. My
doctors advited me Lo get (ntc the out-
doors away from peopls, or at leas{ fhe
crowda in Lhe Jurge elties

“I had never lived & lfe in the great
opén places before, bul feeling
0 ¢o anything, T set out with
my two children, now 15. and
Ruth, IR Even working hard
to bulld oursel home, T ook up
mining.

"Sure, It was hard at firsi,

a'ways
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bul now

you eannot
Gur mourt
dren. Som
a larger ho
¥y mire
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ang
1 returned

ieprEelows
mads a for

Iy enough

grandfathor.

geb me awhy from It. I love

aln home and so do my chil-

day we will bulld oursclven
nse. 1 don't mind fhe work
1 have my health back. 1
les In my arms, enough Lo
man down
and unknowingly
to the old haunts of my
nets B Lea, who came to
1 in the early fiftles and
tune out of mining.
ving at the site of my pres-

ent home children and myself sot
up a mf We n went about
bullding a oz cabine We
leared the land of manzanita and
hing al At first the work was no
nard for u maw and chap
aown but six tough manzanita trees in
one day, Laler we were able to work
L
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If there's gold in
“them thar hills"
Mre. Rulth B. Frazier
hopes to find it, She
Is here shawn st the
entrance of her mine

all day cutling many of the shrubs from
the Innd whete our home was ta stand,

“Eventunily wo eompleted our present
home. It was new health and strength
gained by work on the cabin that turped
my¥ thoughts to mining*

g‘r.&l‘tT‘IN(i nn A sotloty woman lnoking
W for health, khe'found it and neow doesn't
care & thing sbout the blg cities. She
fan now muck 110 bucketa of rock mnd
dirt, ench burket welghing 200 pounds,
n noday Ehe has broken as much as
Ux tons of rock In 8 day. She drills
her own powder holes, using an wueer
for soft msterinks and a hand drill for
rock; fills them with powder and does

her own shooting
Near Gimaa  Valley, Callfornin, n
woman  haa  proved that the senti-

mentality and the falth of & man In his

Rocky Mountain Valleys Are Dotted
With Claims Where Women

Actually Are Working and
Supervising the Mining of

P <

old home place were well founded. She
has made It possible for that falth.lo be
remunerative far bevond this man's
wildest drenms.

Thirty years ago George Icard left
Grassé Valley for the Philippine Isiands,
shere many mines are now under his
control, Then, and sinee, he has had
the ‘ambition to estnblish 0 mine on the
family homestead In the Rough narftl
Rendy district

Ieard left for the Philippitie Islands
tv make his fortune at mining when n
youth, Throughout the years, through
bhad fortune and finally through good,
he retained control of the Icard Ranch
for sentimental reasons ns well ax the
Lellef the property would prove vidluablo.

Continunlly he poured money into the
profiarty until $30000 had' been spent
trytng to develop s mine on the ranch
Many mining men tried but falled

A fewr months o his nisee
Joan Icard Kelly, took charge of
work ot the Ieard Ruanch Mine
look steps o prove that her uncle's
faith wus well founded. It was her be-
lief that the work was being oarried on
In the wrong plice

Mrs,
the
Bhe

HE put diamond drills to wark on an-
other section of the land, A rich ore
veln al nboul the 100-fool lovel vas con-
tncted, nssaying at times o8 high as 834
n ton. Ore from 82 to £3 & ton In din-
mond drilling s conaidored good.
There are many other stories of the
activities of women in mining.  There
Iz Mre. George Morgan, wife of one of
the paggnoers aperating the Davey Minoe

nt Carden Valler, Onlifornda. Tina
helped her hushand develop this mine
from n mere prospect into an active
producer

Bhe wan } the two men when
thay en d rich ore In the bottdm
of the 120-foot shuft. She pa d §7040
In gold cut of n small guantity of quartz

in Jess than an hour,

Recently George Willlam 8mikh, of the
Bennett Company at Eton, Callf, dis-
played n $460 turtle-shaped gold nugy
1L wus found by M. M Flleh, nea
Boonnally plneer mine on the Ha
River, where ahe had besn mining o
her hushand for severanl weeks

Mr. and Mra. Robert Burmns
vineed there wan stlll lo pold tol be
found in Bouthern Oreg M they wont
there n few monthy ngo from Oklabomn
to learn prospecting.

were ent-

Mra, Burns took ber turn with her
hushand, shovellng gravel, working the
rockers and cleuning the slulees, beolden

doing her  housowork
While thousands in Oregon and ©

formiia make only n m Nving, a Tew
make exceptional Nnds Mra. Burtia I
ote of thow few While penning =
gravel deposit she uncevered a nuggel
wiilch brought her $1013%.

Oneé of the most votible na well as
unusunl small gold mites in  Amadeor

County, Callfornis, Is one optmted by

Yellow Metal—And
They Are Successful

Misk Mary E. Smith, of Lewlston, Calif,, Is the
only womun gold dredge manager working on the
rivers of the Golden State

the Peterson family, six miles east of
Jackson, near Pine Grove, From a chance
plece of quarts found by Willlam Poter-
son the mine deéveloped Into n bonania
producer,

They found gold from Lthe very grass
roots. Instead of chicken farming, the
entire family, even the women, turned
to mining. The mine wis operated as
n family vault or private bank.

It elther Mrs. Peterstn or her davgh-
ters needed o new dresk all they had to
do whs go In the ming, break off o few
pleces of the quarts and mill the gold
out'af Ik, Through thelr help the mine
wos gradunlly developed to the extent
that men could be hired to do the work
and machinery bought to grind up the
rock and extract the gold,

MHEN there ls the Golden Aster mine

nenr Hol Springs, Arle, Visltors at
thir mine have seen ab work, setting ore,
& well presvrved woman of 70, Bhe s
Mra. €. E. Champin, owner and super-
Intendent of opgrations, working three
men brl : up gold from lovels down
o 600 feel

Fifty-five years ago she and her hus-
band rode n stage from Texas into the
Hot Springs country and Lhers she has
llved aince.

She his rearod ten ohildron. Two
grandsona still work  the “Little Joe
Mine,” the first clafm staked olt by

thelr grandfather,

She has remarked: I learned about

mining by golng with my hwband In
thosa early dava, It wns loncsome and
dangerovs In the eamp,
“There wnn the mennce of prowling
Indipns in the days before Geronimo
was captured, but aftersward muore real
damnge’ was done by his former allies,
Mezlean bandita®

records of  women

'I‘Ii{iﬂli Are amnny
which are Mrs.

ovning mine

Dat ollvwoo.; owner of
the 8 t Chance Mines in
Plur . wWhich am
planning to apen in the near [uiure, and
two twin sisters, Alsy Meviell angd Tsa-

boll Diestel, who some Line ago took
over placer mining elnimy on the mouth
of Middle Orock near Itndding, Colif
calling them (he Mavhsll and Lsabell
mines

Mr lemerie Moy
Callf., hot only own
Lthe Thive Quecis
superintendent  af

The oporatl of mine hich |

located four miles from Forest Hil In a
rich mining distict, I8 eompla et

her personnl direstion,  Natilly attired
I boots, broschies and white sweater,
she directs fourtesns men o operating
Lthe ten-stamp mill, two plots and cons

tentrating tables and mining
on the 85, 100 and 270-foot lev
ea, Marman bs the qieen of the Three
Quesns Mine, and she rulés Bt Niee »
queen. AL present she b planning o
expnnd her operations to Butte, Mont,
where she W Interested in a 13,000-ncre
gravel ¢lnlm.
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