When & stage "boob’ gels familine

with & nsoclety dowager—on the

atage, of course—ihe audience al-
WAYA Fonrs

By Carol Bird

HAT ars aome of the things that

“hand people s laff”" today? The
"wisecrack"? The ridleulous quip? The
risque §ng? The bumorous sltuntion?
On the other hand, Is It posible that
folks have turned Inugh-proof In n
wholly muddled world?

The question wis put ta Jimmy Dus
rante, oomedian, tha funny man with
the big nose that has helped to make
him fAmous,

“Poople are more anxious Lo laugh
than they've ever been before, Bloss
thelr hearta,” sald Duranle, “Goodness
knows, they need some laughsl How-
ever, Jusl becaliae they are eager to hove
thelr risibillties ticglod doesn't mean
that they've grown less eritieal than
herstofore, A comedian has Lo hnve the
right material of he won't make ‘em
loosen p and show Lhak they're nmused,
[ don't think the writers who furnish
comedians with materinl have ever re-
celved Lhe proper crodit. After all, a
comedian Is no funnler than his stuff.
It hia lines and bualhess aren'l elever,
s ,III-II._ won't gol the laughs,

YA good gag?  Yeu, Ib will ot s laugh,
but to use 16 la ke Bullding a house of
cardn, AN soon aa yoi've used that wom,
plop! s over, Hke n oard Housn flint
has toppled. You've got to dome qulck
with another. 1t'% lke keeping a chinin
letter golng.

YAnd nogRrg puls an audients on the

qui vive, They expect rapld-fire fanng
stufl from then on, It Is like serving an
nppotizer, IL Just tends to make the

guests himgrier for more food. But the
situntion-gag b different. That iy more
subinfying. It Insts a hit longer and lsn't
forgolien sa sanily, elther. Comphring
o gog and o situations=gng (8 ke putting
iocanppe beslde a steak,  The aecond
i goud, salld food b
“Cive you an exampie? Right. Here's
ane 1 had In a pleture not so very long
o, 1 plaged the part of & man who
wik A pal o anbther earnival fellow,
Ui ohip had a new baby, but they
wouldn't give (6 to Hlin at Lo hospital
bpeatse e was in the earniynl busitess
and they didn't think him a proper par-
enit to ralse the kid Fhe baby was
bhorty I the hesplial and Toaey, the ehr-
nival man, and I, his friend, aneak into
the place one night to steal the kid
Tha stene tuts Awhy [rom s and
hows & ourse mnking o date with »
dootor on the stafl. He mys: ‘Mest me
in five minutes in such-and-such & om

and we'll armange & Hime of meeting
when we're off duly,' or sompihing 1o
Ihat effeat.  Mennwhile, Tracy s Ar-

rived At the hospiind to steal the baby,
He statlond me rlght insde the room (o
stand gunrd and warn him of the ar-
rival of any one us he inkes the bnby
put of the erib,  The room 18 dinily
Nghted.  The nurse, 1 love with the
doctor, comes nto the room, mistikes
me, in the dim lght, for her sweetheart

i Dher arms arourid my oendk and
klass me again and again sith greal
fervar,

1 omannge to dlsentangle mysell {rom
ner entwining arma pull mysslf up ine
dlgnantly and ask: 'Sy, what kiond of &
jolnk 18 Ehia?  That situation sot the
bigéat Iaukh of Any In the pleture

”munﬂ then recalled ansther hie
S omoroul stuation In & degitiinate
show whigh “brought down ihe hotise ™

*1 some on the stage, In oné scens,
and Abnsunce thal A1 Jalson {& 11 and

I'm to take h n 1 go Inte
the pumbdt, 1 L do on one kne
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LAUGHS !

From Jimmy Duranto

UNHAPPY husband

sayn, woefully, while
comylalning of hin wife's
treatment of him, “She
wanis me to play second
fiddle Hisn mother-nlaiv,
overhearing the remark,
Rayn contemptuously:
“Humph! Second Addle,
indeed! I wouldn't let you
play in the orchealra at

all” 4

—
A MAN iIn a #silk hat

ellmbs out of a town
car of a well-known and
cheap make. He la going
to enter a bullding, but
before he does so he care-
fully placen a blanket over
the hood, A roughneck kid
standing at the curb eriea
out, derisively: “Mister
you don't have to hide ni
I saw what it wasl!"

L ——

MAN goes limping

along the street. He
meets o friend, The friend
asks him the trouble, “My
shovea are f(wo nsizea taoo
small he replies, "“Well,
why In blazea don't you
buy wshoes that fit you?"
The firat man grotes angriy.
“I've lost my money, My
wife has left me, My sons
have lost their jobs., The
only plensure 1 get out of
life these days (s when 1
gel home and lake off
these shoen”
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san, ‘1 know darn well I ean do it on
Hrondway, but ean Broodway do it
o me? That got the nughs In New
York, but 1 don't koow whether It
windd  have gong  over so bl olses

whiere.”
All comedinng are snid o be pay-
ehologists Dumante  proved  this

theory by his next obsetyation
"1 think that the comedian who &

One of the blggest Taughs Durante evohed from an audience wan
when he eartled a small house onto o stage that had been plled
high with wood of all deseriptions and in all forms

and sl hie ‘Mammy
Lhunderous appin e A volee which |8
siipposed (o belong 1o A wall-known
thentricnl producer I8 ovirhesrd bnek-
aage sayihg! ‘Bend both knees, Jimmy,
and e job s yours for good' That
was A bt of godt-natured Kidding of &
popular comedinn. and Broadway, know-
Ing all his numbsers and his way of ren-
dering them. eouldn't halp but laugh
There are, by Ihé way, iwa disdinel
bratids of bumor: (he kind that Broad-
way Iaughs at and the Rind ihatl goss
otér on the road [ £
0o
own.

sing.  Thete I

L Ot raleTnily |
Yenrs hgo, for example, 1 sang a

belng  abieed, the underdor sort of
chap, who I8 alwars gétiing the worst
of I, has ! fise o wet the

Inughs thar
%ho ia alwn
liew, snappy M

“People Wik theinslves with the
chap who hasn't the Jusky siar. They
know that life that wa Ther'vh
olten been kicked I the senl of the
irousers by Lifes events thémeclves Bo

¢ wisecrneking comedinn
ulling o ot o smootly,

thén 4 goo vemteaimitrt,  alighilly
Pathetie funny fellow I8 on (he stage
g a lot of foolhardy thingzs. peoplo
Inttgt—t A him but WITH him
They like him They're for him. He

The world in Inughing again, says Jitnmy Durante, stage,

radio and wereen comedinn, bt only elean joes go over,

Auilleneen are nol Intérested in salaclouaness, nor in Johes
that polnt ta the inflemities of others, he says

nmuses them, but they want him to get
the bost of the situatlon, too. They're
on hid shde of the fenee,

"Ihat's why people Inugh at the tome-
dinn who plays the role of an unhappy
husband nnd says woefully in one stage
pornp, while complaining of his wile's
treatment of him: 'S8he wanis mo to
play second Oddle, and hils mother-in-
law, overhearing . the  rematk,  shorts
confemptuously and says: ‘Humph! Bec.
ond fddle, Indesd! I wouldn't Jet you
pla¥ fn the orchestmm at alll®

“Pouple are also kmuised by the down-
fnll of the haughty. Just put a silk hat
on a mnn and let him sot pompous, and
then have him slip on n banana peel, or
have something drop on his silk hat
nred erush It and you'll hear the audl-
ente Howl with glee, IUs the old jdes
ol ‘Pride comath before a (81l snd
everyhody dikes Lthe lden of this se-
fuence of everiis.

MPIAKE, for example, the stage spoc-

tacle of a haughty society woman
Bhe ls very snobbilkh Abd looks disdain-
fully and with a [eelitg of superiority
upon her fellow human beings. Bhe (ses
n loranette. and her gape I8 cold and
hnughity,  Inowalks the comedian. His
clothis mre bagpy. Hz i unkempt. He
I« & ‘bogh.' Hes sth A boob, In fact,
that he doesan’t recosniee this Indy as
hin miperior. He feels sociable and
frivndly Hie approaches the queenly
lady in her Immacuinte attire and
whacks ber ehummily on the back. He
ginsps her hand and pumps [t up and
down in chiummy fashion. He gaves with
pueslement at her lorgnétte and asks
her what It e

“All of thia busineas makes an andi-
eice toar with delight. 11 s Just too
fininy, (his spectncle of contrasts, this
Wen of n hobo sort of fellow getting
famiillar with an iceberg lody."

The “beauty and the beast™ motil s
aisn n  laugh-getler, accordiog o
Diirante, who explaing it thus:

“2ust give an audienice & soene wherein
n lovely looking sirl 8 courted by the
hotnely comedian, Most comedians are
wifiposed Lo be ugly looking, you know,
Al Any rale not Bandsoine ‘here' Lypes
fiave (he comedian so thaulated by an-
Awarents of his own shortconmings when
I cotmes (o Jouks thai be will coust this

young beauty with no thought that she
might turn him down, This situntion
otcurred In s recent ahow in which 1
appeared. 1 had a scenie with Hope
Willintia, in which T slug to her, ‘Laot's
Call It a Day' T warble on and on, with
lovesiek manner. ‘Come, Iel's run nway,
fly with me The very suggestion that
this charming I8dy might favor me with
even so mich as a plensant look Is
Intighable. And 8o peopls laugh!

“1It ls the consummale ego of a
funny<looking fellow whe doesn't seem
to realles He's a  joke that aAmuses
prople. The eombination of humor and
pathon in the poor hoob's makesup,
Far example;, 1 remember one scene in
a show white a guy suddenly, without
provoeation, walks up to me and pokes
me in'tHe Hose. 1 look at him In Hurt
gurprise and o Why did you do
that® Ia N beenuse T have eurly hair?
Beeause my teeth are pearly? Is that
why you socked me?

The sudience laughs
W qulte the opposite, of
hair 1 his tee
PEATLY His blind vanity »
ence off nto peals of Inught

The comedian
rourse.  Hie
are NOT
e audl-

straigh

I' 18 Jdimmy Dirante’s opini
the risque comedy malerin ¥In-
It In very subtie pnd put
in extremely dallocate fashiion

I think the cleatier the comedinn |s
the more chance he has for gelling
over,” sald Durante. "Smut will surely
gromn him in the end, 1t all depend
of course. on how adroftly tha material
or sltustion {8 brought 1o or bullt up
I sppenred In & number ealled ‘Wood
sofne tlme sgo, and one Hitle ocourfence
ih thal brought down the house, In
fact, It got A one-minte-and-a-hail
inugh

“Thia skeich was ons ahowing the
unen fo which wood can he put it
wAl A mixture of ridieuious altuations
he stage, Arsl of all, was plled with
woml. Wood, Wood, Wood of every
Imag'=able xind, from stacks of
picks 1w huge pleces of

tint

mite, uhless

v

lumber, We

Jimmy Durante, Famous
Comedian of Stage
and Screen, Here Tells
You What Gets the
Most Guffaws —Fun
Must Be Clean,

He Declares

earry in more and more wood, of overy
shape and varlety. Then very seriously
we curry In a Mitle woodm house, the
Kind made famous In thal masterplece,
The Speclalist' Thers Was ho slgn, no
ward, nothlng on the Uitle Nouse, and
we didn't oven refer to it It was Just
there. Dut, someliow, Lthe dnefe sight
of It made people laugh. ‘There really
waan'l any vulgnrity aboul the way the
soefie whs Handied.”

Durante ngain spoke of the seenes
wheteln digoifled  people are  pulled
down frem o Wigh plaes and why they
pet the Inughs

“People like to ste  ‘high-hatters'
razebd o biL" he sald:  And he pald &
tribute here (o the “red-headed brother"
of the Marx Brothers, eomedians, “'He
got plenty of lnughs In & ssene he hind
with some Haughty soglety gliris. He
comes in and breegily holds converso
with them, while all the time tn spoons
are dropmitg out of his pockets, with
s Ulatter, Lo the floor

Every one likes (o see n ‘stiooly gig’
made 1o Jook like a sip, Thers is the
funny scene In one show whers a man
in n sl hat climbs oul of & town car
of a wellsknown and cheap make, He
Is golng to enter n bullding, and hefore
he does ko he earefully plades A blanket
over e hood. 18 Is & eold day and, of
courss, he doexn’t want the engine Lo
freeme.  Bub the tender, eareful gesture
remitidy one of a mother covering up
her baby or of some one otfcealing
something of which he I ashamed. A
roughitieek kid standing st the curb
mmnkes this clear by o oclile gag LU
He erles out derisively, In hia high-
pltched Witle voloe:

“ ‘Mister, you dot't have o hide it
I saw what ib wanl'"

The cruel quip, the joke whith p
fun st any one's (nfirmitles, whether
It be st stuttering, paliy. deafness
lamenels of 80 on Just At funm
according 10 Durants, and if A come-
dian wanis to be sussessfil ha me
not  Include such malérial (n

reperialire

¢




