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Thomas Handforth, just home from the Orlent,
says that Chinese women are better stylints be-
cause they have better Agures than thelr Wealern

cousing

Thin ln one of the freaks of style,
eommon among Western women,
but always taboo in the Orlent

By Carol Bird

\', ODISTES, Fas Maxwell, cluonic
L “tam-beat™ compiler, and  others
who are qualified In one way o an-
uther to know whether & woman |8 =
frump or an elegant fushion plate, have
tees announelng Lthe names of “the ten

uest-dressed women in  Amerien.” the
len best-dressed women in Parla” the
ten best-dressed women In the world”
wid a0 on and o endlesly, ke a
bybbling stream.

Ihose who have been giveni enviable
tatus in the smart redbm of the fush-
lonably dreased are M4, WOITMED
with titles. sociery mnen,  famous
beautien, colebrities. For o e, Paris
dressmakers recently nam

Ing uroup ms “the Les
world,” after
of the "twinty

wnd naming  Lad A [
Flsle de Wolle, an “fx

M, W K
Baroness E o R
former Killy 5 woodd
Simpson, a1 't u
Whalea; Mr Cole Porter
Now York s I M
viotl, daughter of the ie
Mra. Cllbert Miller. wale
alrical preduce: A
Constance Be
cls, metresa; o Duchess of Ken
Creek by bDirth, the Hoo Mrs Regl
nnld  Peliowe Mme,  Muria
Jose Sert, Russian; Mme Martines
de Hom, Angenil oess  Joan
Loulse de Fauclgny-1 French
Countesa Charles Noaflle French
Countess de Beaucha Prench, Mar-
quise de Paria o Amorical
Countess Gerard de Sl French

Dians Wynyard, Engllsh

A LL aof the women meationed so far

431n domestic, forelgn and internas
clonal Isa are Oecldenials What!
about the Orfent? Why has It no
representation?
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Noféd American Artist,
Home From China,
Declares Oriental Women Outdo
Their Western Cousins and Would
Win All Prizes Offered in Any
"Best-Dressed" List

CHIN

Madame Ling Sw Chen and her daughter, specially aketched for this
page by Mr. Handforth

The  apswer comes from  Thomas
Handforth. artist, who went to China
In 1031 on & CGuggenheim Pellowahip
and  remained there four vears He
retumed recently for an exhibition of
his drawings. etchings and lthographs
al 0 New York gallery. He Is repre-
serited  In the Metropolitan Museum
N York, Fogg Museum, Cambridge
Chicago Art Tnastitute, Library of Con-
press. Pennsylvania Museum, Baltimore
Museum of Art, Loa Angeles Museuin
angd many others

It s Mr. Handforth who names set
ernl Chinese women whom he belleves
arey  among  the beautifully gowned
women of the world and who righttuli:

have a place In  any best-dressed
woman™ or “charm™ list They am
Madame Chu Kwan Mu, Miss Rosa

Fung., Madame Dan and Madame Woo
Lien~deh, a writer, all of Peking.
Chitia {8 the home of many women
who have beauty, distinction, intel:
lectua] attainments and style” said the
Amarican artist, “Those 1 had the
greatest opportunily to meel and ob-
wive were the women of Northern
China, for 1 spemit most of my uUme
there in Peiping aAnd in Shanghal
Chinese styles are radically dif-

ferent, of course, from Weslern [mah-
lone. They are not as variable, for ane
thing, but that does not make Chinese
women any less well dreased. In fact,
the very ‘rightness’ of thelr apparel
makes it unusually beautiful

“Chinese women do not affect ex-
treme styles, nor do they show & tend-
ency to dreas In the latest mode; that
is. they do not snatch éagerly at ‘last-
minute' creations in the faahlon world
They do not llke eceentricily in dreay
or freakiah novelties, and they do not
g0 In for the odd, the blearre, the
swifily changing style, whith is good
for today but which tomorrow will look
ridiculous and ‘old-fashioned.’

“After all, the Chinese woman's alyle
of dress (a2 much like traditional Chi-
nese art. Chinese culture b the oldest

§ WOME
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The lines of this modern American
miss give her an sppearance that
would not be tolerated In the Orient

‘The Chinese woman, sccording to the
artist, has one adyantage -in  par-
tioular ower Western women In the
matter of achleving a real effect In
dress,

“It Is her physique that gives her
this advantage" explained Mr, Hand-
forth. “The Chinese woman is slender
and gmceful. There are very few
stout women in China. Just why 1 do
not know, for they lke food and est
extremely well, But fat women are
not admired. Fat men, yes. A man
in fact, is nlways respected more for
his portliness, because this Is a sign of
his proaperity.

“But the women are all slender, long-
walsied and they have very small hips
They are naturally mather flat-breasted,
too.” They used to bind thelr breasts
but I do not think that measure could
ever have been necessary, Some of the
younger Chinese women are so alender
and reed-like that vou wonder how
they evon hold together, The Chinese
women have naturally small feet ang
hands, and you would almost think
seeing =ome of the women, that their
feet were stlll bound, but they nre not

“This extreme slenderness calls fou
simplicity In atyle as far nn dross Is
concerned, and thus e elothes whicn
are so well adapted to the Chinese
woman would not be sultable for the
lorelgn woman

“Thelr clothes are deslgned for the
more clamilcal fnce and [orm Ay a
race, the Chinese are much more
ciassical In type than Westernen
Their features are always very regular
You do not see so many eccenirie faces
fsn China—faces with large, bulbous
noses, lor instance, or big mouths, odd
chine and bulglag foreheads. as you see
elsewhere The women have vers
placld faces, and this keejw them in a

in the world, and it has d foi
the greatest length of time without =
break. The Chinese, in their art, In
pletorial  Hlustration, In  architecture
have developed ways that, through cen-
Luries, are satlafying to them.

“So #t 4 with thelr art o clothes
The Chinese woman's type of dress ls
the kind most suitable for her and one
whigh she knows unquestionably s
tight fod her™

pet I Bpringtime of youth. S0 thej
can  wear youthiul-looking elothes
longer thiy can the Western woman
“The women, before modern  Umea
used 1o use sugar paste on their faces
before they applied cosmetios.  Nate
urally, they had o wear a mask-llke
expresalon to keep the sugar-coating
from cracking. but while they no longer
follow this practice. they do keep
themselves very reseived In expresalon

=

and gesture, and their emotions do mot
work havoe with their faces"

Mr, Handforth mdded that, raclally,
Chiness women do not begin to ahow
thelr age aan early as Westerners do,
and that it js diffioult to tell the age
of & Chingse woman until she ls very
old indeed, He sald:

"“There is & very remarkable woman {n
Pelping. She 15 Madaume Dan, wife of
Qeneral Dan, and sister of Princess der
Ling, now Mrs. White, 8he and her fister
were educated |n Europe, but were
brought up in the Court of the Empress
Dowager. Madame Danis now well in her
sixties, but remarkable for her beauty
and distinction, and her artistry in style
of dresa, Madame Dan doea not show
her age. Bhe stlll dances, and oe-
casionally gives a public performance of
old claasical dances, some which ahe
composed herself, She 8 not a profes-
slonal dancer, however, but = soclety
woman,

“Now that I'm mentioning names, I
may as well glve that of another very

Madame Chu Kwan Mu, of Peiping, ia one of the reigning fashionablen of
China, Thin drawing was alse done for this page by Mr, Handforth

peculiar conventions of Chinese style,
and one which (llustrates the fundamen-
tal Chinese conservatism, thal Chinese
women at all Umes and for all oceasions
wear the high collar. They may moke
& few concessions lo Western style in
thelr dress, such as adding the new lit-
tle capes or scarfs, but they always
adapt them to the high collar. Wearing
the high collar, however, does not mean
that they are less decollels at formal
spcla] affairs, for they usuaily Wear sheer
fabrics, chiffons, lacea and other thin,
revealing. cobweb fabrics. But the high
oollar ls always In evidence and, some-
how, it makes the women more seduc-
tive In appearance; more trim, more
formal.”

meu this high collar Is worn for
& very good practical reason, it was
suggested, But Mr. Handforth sald: “Oh
no, they have nothing %o conceal,
Chinese women have beautiful, long,
alender necks. And neither does the
wearing of the high collar signity ex-

charming and beautiful Chi

Madame Woo Lien-deh, a writer, who'
also dearrves a place on & world's ‘beat-
dressed woman' list

“ CHINEEE woman's style of dress
does not change much with her
age, and perhaps that s why it is often
difficult to know a dowager ! Gin a debu-
tante, A young girl does riot dress much
differently than an older woman, except
that ahe may affect more Jewels, more
ormaments in her halr, brighter colors,
but usuaily the line of the dresa and
the colffure worn by older women and
young gitls are virtunlly the same™

Asked 1o describe the style of dress
which has appealed to the Chinese
woman through so many centuries, with
but slight moderations or variationa,
Mr. Handforth sald:

“Well, first of all, it 1a not A sensa-
tional kind of dress. Chinese women do
not wear things that are ‘the rage’ for
the moment, and they do not strive to
attract attention. While their modern
dress has changed somewhat from the
dress of the past, it has changed only
alightly, They wear only the things that
they know from experience are sultable
and becoming to them

“Here, in America, clothes change
from season fo season. Take hats, for
example. Extraordinary shapes are sold:
Httle pancakes perched on one ear; trim
saflors, dashing, uptumed hats. Hats
that go up In the back and down in
front and vier verss. Hats with tower-
ing crowna, of nmone at all They may
look all right at the momen!, but next
year they will be unbecoming and ridicu-
jous. This ls because they have been
put en the market so qulekly that ne
time has been taken to study the effect
Consequently no one knows whether or
not they are beautiful, or even really
becoming to the women who must wear
them, There & 100 much Impermanence
in Western styles

“Just to show you how conservative
the Chinsse woman is, I might mention
fer collar. It stems 10 me one of the

treme desty, for Chi man
someilmes affect the alit akirt, which
displays much of the leg.

“Chinese women seldom wear tralns,
but skirts which are ankle length and
always butionsd on the right side, some-
times with the effect of being bultoned
all the way down on both sides. They
KO In for patterned textiles more than
do Western women. Varlety for them de-
pends so much more on pattern than
on cut. They use salina and chiffons,
velvet for semiformal and formal oe-
ceasions, They employ pastel colors in
thelr SBummer dresses, which are all
light, flowery creations. Otherwise, for
other seasons, Chinese women wear
darker colors, warmer, richer ones, par-
tiewlarly for formal wear, than Western
women do

“Bporta clothes? No, they do-not fancy
them, Thelr dresses are always cut the
same way. They wear sports Jackets,
however, over their long skirta, but al-
ways with the typleal Chinese fiare to
the jackets. Oceasionaily Chiness women
have Western dresses In thelr ward-
robes, but they more often wear the
Chinese siyle of clothing. The Chinese
women, In general, do not wear hats,
although they do sometites go In for
Summer headwear, usually the sallor
type of hat, but hats are, of eourse. of
Weatern origin,

“Certalnly American women could
learn & great deal. by studylng the
Chiness woman's subtlety in dress, her
distinction, her appreciation for detalls
accessories, her fype of make-up and
atyle of colffure, her we of colors, her
art of being placid, restful and qulet,
And above all by observing her splengid
carriage, her graceful walk and alender
upright body."

"The Chinese women do go & bit ex-
treme (n one artials of apparel snd that
i thelr fur costs. They show variety in
their jackets, thelr short capes and in
thelr coats. The latter are quite
to be Javish, dashing, very mch,
particularly lke squirrel, fox and
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