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GLENDALE'S PROSPERITY BASED ON LUMBER INDUSTRY |

Business Operations
Attuned to Sounds

of Saws and Axes

Town's Early Career Linked With
Gold Mining and Characterized
by Life in the Raw; Fire of

1928 Dealt Heavy Loss,
(By PAUL JENKINS)

A story of Glendale is largely the story of
the coming of the O. & C. railroad, now the
Southern Pacific, early in the ecightics, and the
subsequent development of the extensive tim-
ber and mineral resources of that district, Gold
mining has been a rather important industry
there since a very early day, but it has not ex-
ercised an influence upon the town's growth
and prosperity, and the habits of its citizenry,
at all comparable to that of the lumber mills,

The most natural question in the world for
u visitor to ask upon coming to Glendale is,
“How are the mills running?”™” If they are run-
ning full blast, perhaps operating a couple of
shifts’ as at present, the [aces of both citizen
and merchant will be wreathed in smiles, giv-
ing ample evidence that prosperity is hovering
the town under hoth wings, and the goose
hangs high. Right now, the goose is hanging
higher than it has for a long, long time.

For an outline of the history of the lumber
industry in Glendale | have turned to a story
written some time since by Howard Lystul,
veteran Glendale special correspondent for
the News-Review, and a member of one of
Glendale’s most prominent lumber families. It
made mighty interesting reading to me, and |
hope it does the sume to you. Here it is:

Glendale beginning as a sawmill town dates
back to the early "80's when the late Solomon
Abraham of Roseburg built o sawmill near the
present site of the Glendale school house: The
Oregon & California railroad was  building
south from Roseburg in 1882 and in anticipa-
tion of the arrival of the railrond, Abranham not
only built a sawmill but nlso bought the L. D.
Montgomery homestead which he plotted into
lots, naming his townsite Julia in honor of his
wile,

Timbers for trestles and tunnels as well as
railroad ties were supplied by Abraham’s saw-
mill, Glendale, or rather Julia, was a lively
plice in the eighties, especinlly during the pe:-
iod it was the terminus for the railroad while
tunnels eight and nine were being dug. With
the l;mnpir.'hurl of the railroad south of hae
the demand for railrond material from the lo-
cul snwmill tosk a decided dl'-'.‘j.r and in o few
yeurs the mill fll into disuse.

About this time the town of Julia was be-
caming known more und more as Glendale.
Through some disagreement hetween the or-
iginal townsile promoters and oflicials of the
tallrond company, the railroad had named its
new station Glendale, and this name was soon
generally adopted in speaking of the new town
in preference to the name of Julia.

Gold Mines Help

The decline of railrond construction wotk
gave the little town a temporary setbuck to be
tollowed by a period of prosperity brought on
by the opening up of gold mines in the nineties.
From this time ‘on until about 1905 it was
mostly miners’ money that [lowed over the
merchants’ counters and the bars of the early-
dll}' hllill(}ﬂﬂ.

I'he Greenback was o big producer during
its heyday., Another mine that meant o lot to
Glendale was the Gald Bug odt in the Nount
Reuben district. The Victory placer mine a
few miles west of here was the scens of a goo
deal ol activities during the early 1900°s, °

The decline of mining saw another new busi-
ness for Glendale at its peak and about 1o hit
a shorl sleep tohogzan into oblivion. This was
the railroad wond business, Supplying wood
to the railroad company had given employ-
ment to a large number of men but with the
coming U{ new l\ll‘! Iﬁ[:}#:l’ molive t_'l|lll|1rl'l¢!ll1
durning the early part of the late J. H. Harn-
mun's managemen!, wood as locomotive fuel
was relegated into the discard in favor of conl
and woil.

Lumber Again at Front

Glendale once again began to look with fa-
vaor an its few sawmills as a source of income to
the community.

In 1901 DPavid N. Snyder and his partner,
M. DL Zwight, had bought the machinery trom
the Abrsham sawmill and moved it to a loca-
tnon on W l'lid)' creck, about four miles from
Glendale, They built a planing mill on the
banks of Cow Creek on the northern edpe of
Glendale and connected the sawmill and plan-
ing mill with a lumber flume. For years this
flume was a characteristic landmark of the en-
trunice to Glendale from the cast. For muany
Years the entite product of the sawmill was
flonted to the Glendale terminus of the flume
located at the Glendale Lumber compnny's
planing mill,

Fernvale Born and Dies

At the sawmill wite o thriving little comnmune
ity sprang cnlled Fernvale, It had
school, a post oflice, store; banrding  house.
blacksmith shop and a large number of cabins
housing the sawmill and woods workers. To-
day Fernvile is a ghost town of the past
Only a few shacks and small cabins are leiy
and they somehow fail 1o remind the stranger
of the |||'.!untry thal once |:ur\'uiicl.'{ there. Fern-
vale saw the beginning of its decline when the
Glendale Lumber company decided to build
its new $250.000 plant at a site just north of
Glendale. With the completion of the new
mill, the old Fernvale mill was dismantled and

up. i

the former thrifty little community is now only
a memory for the old timers to tell about.

.
Vanished Hopes

In 1902 Glendale was thrilled by the news
that a railroad was to be built up Cow creck
and a large sawmill was to follow. Tentative
surveys were made in November of that year
by Gent (W. H.) Redfield and ]. R, Thrane
for W, P. Johnson, a Pennsvlvania lumber-
man whao had built a sawmill ar Myrtle Creek,
and his associate, A, E. Shiria of Chicago, later
a resident of Sutherlin. For some reason these
gentlemen’s plans fell through.

About this time a man named Galloway
came to town and nssociated himself with an
upper Cow creek man named Hale. Galloway
made arrangements for some sawmill machin-
ery located on the South Umpgua and had this
hauled over the rough mountain roads to a site
on Cow creck about fifteen miles from Glen-
dile. Here he began the erection of the saw-
mill. He intended ro build a flume to Glendale
so as to bring the lumber to railroad facilitics.
About this time someane began making inquiry
as to Mr. Galloway's ability to pay, having
noted that all business done by that worthy
gentleman was on “'jawbone’” basis, When sev-
eral of his creditors became somewhat insistent,
Mr. Galloway left town between trains and
hasn't been seen here since.

The machinery of this mill was alterwirds
sold to J. O. Lystul. He had it moved to a
site on McCullough creek, about 4 miles from
Glendale, where he and his partner, N. E. Stav-
land, erected a mill in 1906 and 1907, This
mill burned in 1911 and was replaced by an-
other mill which is still there but hasn’t been
operated for several years, 4

At the Lystul-Stuvland sawmill site another
small snwmill town sprang up. Today a group
of deserted and more or less tumble down
houses and cabins are a sorry sight and give
but little suggestion of the lively and industri-
ous community that once existed there. The
Lystul-Stuvland company was the first lumber
company in the Glendale district to introduce
n regular monthly pay day and was also the
first sawmill concern in this district to adopt
the eight-hour working day.

The entire plant was sold by the Lystul-
Stuvland company in 19218 and since then was
operated by several different concerns up until
1929 when the plant was closed down.

Reuben Only a Memory

Another sawmill ghost town is Reuben, Ta-
day the place consists of 4 few tumble down
cabing, Only a few years apo here was another
complete little town with its own post office,
railroad station, store, hotel, homes for work-
ing men, and everything that goes to make up
a small busy working community.

Williams Brothers, for many years sawmill
operators at Grants Pass, built the sawmill at
Reuben in 1907, With them was associated
A. W, Moon, now owner of a sawmill near
Ashland. The Williams Brothers company
sold out and the p!am ;)a:ulel:l lilrmlgh several
owners hands until it beeame the property of
the Stevenson Lumber company, which #iscon-
tinued operations there about ten years ago.
With the cessation of operations at Reuben the
little town was soon deserted by the loggers
,was soon but a name of another farmer sawmill
town. The passerby of today would probably
scarce believe you if you were to point out the
slope north of the railroad tracks and tell him
that nearly 25 years ago this was all platted
into town lots by O. C, Sether. Diligent senrch
among the brush might reveal some lot stakes,
but more likely not.

Others Also Vanish

The ocensional hunter struzgling through the
growth of brush on upper Totten creek mny
find some evidences of a [ormer sawmill op-
erntion there but he will have 1o be ah.n;r

eyed to L[E 80, And yel here in 1907 wax built

Early-Day Views of Glendale Business Life |
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the sawmill of Hinckley and Kestersan which
cutl pine I'Ihl'l(l_'{_l exchmi\'el)' for several seasons.
Another pine operation that has left very little
trace except for a lot of stumps is the Silshy
mill near West Fork, atterwards operated for
a time by Campbell and Swigert.

This mill was built atop & mountain and
sent its lumber to West Fork down a dry
flume. where a unique braking device was used
at the terminus to brake and stop the lumber,
Since the mill operations were discontinued,
brush and forest fires hove swept the former
site. Now brush and young trees are reclaim-
ing the ground.

The Campbell & Swigert company also op-
erated the Glendale Box factory which at one
time was the source of a large payroll to Glen-
dale. No traces of this plant survive. s lumi-
ber _\'ur{l whas located an the site of the present
sthool grounds, The Glendale box factory sue-
ceeded ot this site another small box factory
and sawmill that l:pcm{ce'i under the firm name
of J. Andrews Lumber and Box company. The
Andrews mill had as millwright a man named
Wiedebusch who afterwards became associated
with. Frank C. Ladd in a small sawmill near
Quines creek until his interest was taken over
by J. Harding. This mill was slterwards
moved to Lystul siding and operated by Rogers
and Hagen lor a time before passing through
several shifts of owners. This mill was moved
to Fortune branch where Forn Harrell wnd
Willinm McBee operated until a fire destroyed
the sawmill.

Freshet Floods Venture

James Burch was among the sawmill own-
era who entered the business along the later
part of the 1900°s, He had a small semi port
nble siwmill on Cow creek. Dirch conceived
the iden that he would put Cow creek to work
foy him so instead of hauling his product, which
consisted mostly of sailrond ties, by team and
wagon to Glendale he decided to float the ties
to Glendale, The idea worked out fne
would have been & succenss except for
thing. The ties arnved at Glendale and were
being held by o boom when o slizht freshet
caused the boom to break. Burch’s ties were
recovered, but it was necessary to cover the
entire distance along Cow creek to Riddle in
order to do so. ;

The Bureh mill wus

aned

ons

nfterwards moved 10
what is naw known os the Five Paint place,
The name was derived [rom the fact that five
men were associnted in a mill at this location.
A Californian named Hatch joined up with this
concern and soon Mr. Hatch decided the old
mill wasn't good ennugh sa he procerded 1o
rebuild another larger and better mill. It was
never completed because in the meantime Mr.,
Hatels had gone 1o other and probably better
pastures,

Mr. Hatch was a m in of many ideas. Like

most geniuses he was ahead of his tiine, One
of Mr. Hateh's many ideas ways that some disy
logging would be done here with the use

of aitplanes or else small Blimps. Some of the
persons who contacted Mr. Hatwch while here
!‘Kjuf'h'-"t‘l themselves un of the apnon thiat
M. Hateh |uu1;-|"\]\ had enoush hot air about
lim te hm!p Ll |}|:m;1 gomg and that in his ctise
the idea wasn't s Jmp:‘rhi\lﬂr‘ ns it sounderd,

Some Mills Surviving

Up in the Starveout section and upper Cow
treek the Jantzer luothers, Chatles, Frank,
Gerorge and John, have been building., moving
and burning up sawmills for the pust fifteen
yearns or i--tfn'- we find ilr!lh i;'lirii'r
doing business as the Green Mountain Lumber
eompany on upper Starveout and we find
Gcorge operaung a mill in the Azalea district

e,

under the name of George Jantzer Lumber
company.

The upper Cow creck has seen the rise and
decline of a large number of sawmills, mostly
of the semi-portnble type. Only two remain in
business at this time. They are the Clare Lum-
ber company’s mill, about fifteen miles from
Glendale, and n mile further up Cow creek the
mill of the Conifer Lumber company.

Fire Razes Big Mill

In the [all of 1929 Glendale saw its most
disastrous mill fire when the complete plant,
consisting of ‘saw and planing mill, yards and
o o stock of lumber l.‘lrlunuln-_,g ta the |._\'_>a-
tul-Lawson Lumber company was  destroyed
hy fire. This wiped out a mill that had its be-
ginning back in 1907 when A. 1. Shina built
the sawmill for 1. K. Ferbroche. a widely
knewn and picturesque charneter of that period
who was reputed to hove conduected much of
his sawmill businesa w1 the bars of various
Glendale wot goods emporiums that existed in
that period. He impotted a crew of loggers
who considered themselves real honest-1o.
;.:-mtim.'eu tough hombres and who kept the
citizens of Glendale very much enlivened while
endeavoring to live up to their reputations,
Yes, Glendale was entertainingly lively, for n
time. The Oregon-ldaho Lumber company, na
Link Ferbrache's company was known oflicial-
Iy, was soon in difficulties which were helped
along h.\' a bank faillure at Portland. After o
few shifts of ownership Fred Williams daing
husiness ns the Fir-Pine Lumber company op
erated the pl.m'l. He leased the pl.mt in 1919
Lo | _\'.'-Iull l WO whu-h
concern ofterwards took wver the entire bvimi-
oS,

Modern Plants Rise

Following the destruction of its lelll. in
1929 the Lystul-Lawson Lumber company
built & new mill which, together with a plan-
ing mill, was l'illli)l!‘l(‘lj list yeur. This mill
i considered by millmen to be one of the most
up-to-date mills of medivm capacity in this
part of the state

IThe plant ol the

Lumber cofmpany.

I,}!.Illi'l AWRON I.lfllllll?f
company and that of the Glendale Lumber
company, when opernting give to Glendale o
source of employment for ite many mill and
woods workers, and their ]n.l}‘n-“ﬂ furnish
much of the life blood for the busitess hie of
the « ammunity.

It is u fur coy from the duys of Sol Abruhnm
and his puny old-time mill to the two modern
bt all throush the

up-lo-date plants ol 1aday

VEAIS We find the song ol the saws mnging a
paean to Glendale's prosperity. When the sung
of the saws s stilled m its mills Gleandale re-

fuses to become downcast and gloomy but it

eotlewsed, and who blames i1, that
{-.J]F'flfI-III" does look forward h'll}l nn anlicipa
tion of joy to the day when the mill whistles
will again annovnce to the little community
here is your job, come on and let's sow wood,
Ane Glendale knows that payday scon fol-
I'l\\r'-.

munt be

Since Mr, Lystul wrowe the story quoted
abeve, the lnghum Lumber compnny, o ith
ern pine operator. huh suceanded to the awfier
hip of the Glendale Lumber company, and
hits made extien - improvements (o the mill
property, preatly enhfncing s ity and

value, AL the time of this writing it is runiin
twa shifts, emiploying neatly 200 men ot the
mill and in the woods, M., Ward  Ingham

manages the propedy,
Ihe Lystul-Lawson mill is nthe awned by
the \pr-t Lumber company of Portland. This

COmpany s ko busil nnd con.

y culting timber
verting i into sometiang for the Canadians to

undersell, if they can.

Town's “Raw’ Era Recalled

Glendale, as Lystul has intimated, was a
very lively town in the days of its youth, and
later, for that matter. In fact, it hasn't forgot-
ten how to kick up its heels o bit yet, upon
wccasion. But not like in the old days—what
dinys are ever as good as those of long agol

Maony interesting and nbald stories have
descended from those glamorous times, when
men dug far gold in the creek boltoms and
blasted tor it high in the mountains, nnd felled
mighty trees in the forests to convert them into
gald too, with axe and saw. They possessed
themselves of all this gold, these men of the
forests and the hills, and then eame to town
where there were athers whose business it
likewise was to hunt for and collect the prec-
ious metal—only these used much difierent
instruments [rom the pan and shovel, the saw
and the axe—much more deadly, and éffec-
tive: whiskey, which was bad, and women,
which were wome; cards: dice and, if the
pocket were rich enough and other seductions
failed, a pair of brass knucks or a peavey
handle. These town miners knew their busi-
ness, and when once they staked out a claim
they worked it for nll it was worth, and when
they finished with it not even a Chinaman
could have found a color—unless it were a
black and blue one.

When the lumber jocks. the sawmill men
and the miners came to town, things hummed,
vou can bet your boots. Everybody saw 1o
that—atherwise, what was the use of their
coming! This humming attracted visitors from
Reuben to Starveout, from West Fork in the
Cow Cresk canyon to the far flung Grave
Creek hills, and when they cume, they came a
ritnning—Ifull of thirst and ideas about what
to do nbout it,

Trail Saga Involves Doctor

One such came hurrying over the Mt. Reu-
bien trail lnte one evening, to report the acci-
dental shooting of n certain Overtan at the old
Californin line, of blessed memories. He had

been nsked to return with Dr. E. B, Stewart

who—in 1905—had begun practice in Glen-
dale, following graduntion from medical sehool
and a recent interneship in Chicago.

Now this miner, whom we will call Monty
for convenionce siuke, should have realized the
gravity of the situation and headed directly for
Doc's office, He did intend to, but stopped
instend for just one little snifter, with friends,
in McCloud's saloon. Well, you could guess
what happened—it was just two days later, in
a lucid moment which came as o surprise even
to him, that he bethought himself of his ervand,
and completed it

Doc toak Mouty back as suide, never having
been  aver this trail even in davlight—and
Monty's memory hod  returned about nine
o'clock ar night, What a guide he turned out
to bel—and what o horseman! He was so
drunk he conldn't #it in the saddle, without a
lot of help, and [inally a long limb swept him
inte a puddle with s mueh force that even
Doc's impansioned pleas, delivered with a boot,
couldn't rouse him. It's o lueky thing Davy
Johnson, watchman at the Gold Bug, was near-
by, or the journey would have stopped then
and there.

“What a trip that was," Doc was saying just
the other day: “it's too bad it didn’t have a
bappy ending,”

“Why,” | asked, “did the miner you were
zoing to aid, die?"”

“Oh no, he was nll right: but | ought to have
murdered that socnnd-so guide, 've always
wished | had!”

One of the worst scares—and Glendale
doesn’t scare easily—the town ever had was
thany yeurds ago when smallpox hit it. some-
where between 1900 and 19035, this must have
been. The population numbered 80 souls at
that time, accprding to Lo L, Hurd, and 40 of
them were sinitten by the disense, One diod,
M. FF. O. Plotiner.

It was no dun,™ Mr Hurd' said of the
plague. “Lveryone was seared to death, even
the tradn crews, who wouldn't stop lor the
mail, | was postmaster then (he was for 32
years) and one day | said to mysell that miil
was going out or | know the reason why. |
took the suck to the depol, and when the train
came, sure enough it dida’t stop, but s the
minil ear appronched | saw the side door was
open, and taking o stance like a college ham-
mer-thrower, | let that sack fly and by G—, |
knvcked the clerk clear off & chair and if 1}!:
far door had been open he'd of gone out of
i, toal

“The department had me on the enrpet for
thut, Lut let me off with instructions never to
da it again, as the mail clerk had & family and
next time the lar door might be open ton.””

I'he serchnnts of Glepdale have fuith in their
Alter the disastrous Hre which destroyed
the business district and the residentinl
section in 1928, they rehuilt with haste and
Fa illistrate the the Hen-
tore wan  doing
Busmess in hastily constrooted and temporary

LW,
fmnmn
oplimsm hanste
ninger geneal merchandise
guorters within n few dnys alter the fire, ond
to illusteate the optimism, it's there yet, in n
modern and finely equipped building.

Nrnong Glendale merchints doing business
are numbered the following: The Eberli
Masunier [Dyer

Lirocenette; nrage; grogery;
Austink Market: Hurvey HMordware Co.i  the
postolfive, Alice Nrehiel, postmisiress; Hen
ninger's grocery; llidpe’s Pharmacy; Winchell
Girnge Dobyns pool hall aned  elgir store;
Costello barher shop: Flawthome's Cleaning
nnd Preseing establishment; Sahina’s Shop; Da-
N MNioe the Glendale hotel,

.y tnyor of Glendale, und C, E,
Midge, Archie demsan, Wm. Hall, A, H
Henmon, C. B Austin and Walt Metssner are
cotncilinen W . 1"\'! L h"tllll:'l'l. |'.|u<|

Hum;r'.u;n-a trensurer and Bert fru»nv}' mar=




