= gk

Tl e e
N T

o O LN b

By Carol Bird

T 18 “Amatour Hour” on the air. A

volce, unctnous, exuding paternal

Intersat; nots aa entreprensur master of
caremonles, Interiocutar, judge

“Pirat on the lst of smatouts you
will hear tonight Ia n young buritomne
with » winning wsmile,”" ths kindly,
susye voloe announces, and then, ade
drossing the amateur, “and what s
yvour rmme, young man?' “Rocco Bala-
wnoel” replies & hesitant volce, with
romewhat broken necent. “What do you
o, Rooco? “I am u panta presser,” ro-
plies the mmatleur. “And what does your
father do?" “He Is p atreet cleaner”
replies Rocoo;, "84, s streel cleaner!)”
ropents the unciuous volos. “Where does
your father clean streets?” "In Podokus,
Minnesota,” replies Rocto, stammering
nlightly.

“Aré you visUng in New Yorki" asks
the daddy of this partioular amateur
hour.  "Yeah, Cap'n” says Roceo. "I
wolta sister lere, and I'm gonna stay
here for a while. All my life 1 love
singlng. Now [ wanna sing v oopor
Some one elso can press my pants”

Roars from (he Invisible studio nu-
disnoe. Bursta of applaise. A hearly,
nuttonl-seeming laugh frotn the amire-
preneur,

“What are you golng to sing, Rocco?

"The Volgn Boat Song.” replies the
nmateur, *“All right, go ahead!™ The
nccompaniat plave and Rocco ralies his
volee In soaring song.

T I8 but one of & rumber of “acts”

put on by smateurs ander the dived-
ol of entiepreneurs of varlows Ama-
tour hours on the rmdio. 1% renilnds one
omoewhat of an old-tUme minstrel dow
I'ne “actors’ have varied stunts. They
sing.  They tap-dance. They yodel
Whlstle, Make sountds Uke warglivg.
Play cornets wnd Jew's-harps and an as-
sortiment of Rube Ooldberg tipe of
complionted  Instrument Thingaman-
Jgs made of clgar box, caps of whisky
botbles, np old rubber band, Musie (or
nolsemnkoers, according to how they hit
your ear druma) concoeted out of shoe-
strings, brass butlons and emply spools!

Under the guldance of the master of
ceremonies of the amnateur hour the
performers conflde that they are oolorn-
turn sopranos, deep-sea DAssoR, dramatic
note and in QuUAYE
voloes, husky

volden, cockatire

mulous volces, nfTected

oltes, shirg g-violel, Limorous volces
ering. stammering voloes, glib voloes
tames, the nature of

r parenta’ status in iife

idons, the number
atd s0 on and of
histotles into the

W their ¢l

They pour

mierophone and questioned
by thelr tielfhotors

it is ke atileaaionnl sSienog -
mphers ootblacks,  waltressens, long-
shoremet messeliger DOYS, l1""T“N"
divers, stock wiun ustomers’  tien.
grocery ooks, dishiwasl
Bre, PO b mnids, sfreet-ca
onductorn, poulls tight watehmer
colored, white, ( Spanish, Ew
Iy, Cerman they are all
there, oalern 1 Lady 1 i
Ready to a Mis To tak
n lot of i ing, dar Ay
the Lroe tufl }
tel. n o

lins, banjos, violins
or Just plain balinds

Thetr wolces mnge all the way from
very sour to preity falr ey get sp-
plaune, some “kidding “telephone
votes,” medals, lnugha compliments and
somelimes the gong. Oceaslonally—but
only very ocenslonally, as you will dis-
cover——they get an engagement ne »
result of thelr efforts and because of
thelr talent. ‘This, briefly, i3 the alr
ploture of the amateur hour

But what Is the whole thing behbind
the scenea?

Whiat sctunlly happens from the mo-
ment that a little typlst out in Dubugue
In. gets bitten by the bug to be an
opern atar to the time that she struls
her atuff via the ether on an amateur
hour? In the smoolh-minning amatour
hour show rehearsed? Tn all that pat
dinlogue spontaneous? What do  litthe
Jotinle Schmalbinus and Billy Minselberg
do to get n spol on the program? Do
they know in advance whellier or not
they nre golng to get the gong? Do thoy
care? Are thoy pald? How many got
real, honest«to-goodness vaudeville en-
prgemanta? How many go broke walt-
ing? How much do earn U,

Simy oporatie alrs

and

when, they are eventunlly booked, and
how lormg are thelr engagements?
These amateur hours which am now
featured on the mdio programs st spect-
fNed times each week are mixtures of
ir, ambition. tragedy, fulfill-
frusteation and disappolntment

¥ a youth from the whistie stops
ertand . who are filled
glamorois dreapis of
aplred by what they hea
e “houm”™ which hold forlth s
iden promise (o them

¢ Was a Ume. not

so lolig ag

molief orEanizalions were sWnmpeo
stranded boys and girls who hao
hiked to New York Chty for thel

on an A e hour, Mokt

it had no funds whatsoever| som
few dollare. Most ol

d wolient were in thelr
T
fhe 8 )

16 and 17 years of
yeLming

eFfeouy

ded amateiirs

Tait m

At the heads of

necame a
rellel ofge in touch with
those resap ve 1 | piateur ot
niud Mg nuksance—and Lhe agrifles
cventually ceased as a

We had. a few months ago. more
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Out of the Thousands Who Have Sought Microphone
Glory, Less Than 200 Have Been Given Professional
Engagements—Here's a Frank ""Confession" on

How the Game |s Worked

Vinbel Halson. a

Miswisnippi
“Wnes” singer who made good

than 300 stmnded anatewr hour ssple
rants every week, applylng to us for
alil,” sald & spokesman for the Emer-
geney Rellef Bureau of New York Oity.
“They came from all parts of the United
Staten and very few of them had any
money at all. They were lured here by
the bellet that they would recelve
prompt engagements (n vaudeville and
elsewhers, and they became stranded
when they lenrned that thelr dreama
wora only that,

“The trouble was that the people re-
sponsible for these radio amiteur howra
often sent out letters to these young
people which were amblguous In con-
struction and too encouraging. They
promised them auditions, but to the
optimistie and ambitlous boys and girls
who reécelved these episties that meant
nothing short of an

The ‘gong! A laugh from the audience, a kindly word from
Major Edward Bowes, and another radip amateur steps away

R

from the microphone. The “vietim"” does noi get a gmfu-_
slonal engagement, but he does get paid for “taking the rap’

They may look like they came from Oklahoms, hut ms a matter of fact
they are & group of Passale, N. J., boys who "gol w break” through an
amateur-hour performance

*It {8 up to those who send out let-
tors of thiy kind, granting auditions, to
make It very clear just what an audition
Is, »o the meaning will mot be misinter-
preted, and sb that the reclplents of
thess letters will know an ‘audition’ Is
one thing, a real, paying vaudevills en-
gngement quite another, atd that It is
often & far cry betwesn the two. The
wording of these letters must not be too
osncouraging.

“Some of the hopeful amateurs, fived to
dreams of fame, aither by ont apponr-
ance oo an smateur hour or by the
promise of a chance to appsar on one,
arrived here broke and In need of Im-

diate work and funds. They traveled

Fred Allen, left, and Ray Perking, righl. have a lot of (un on their ama-

tour hours.

Allen offers professional engagements as prizes for the

winners on his program

from one vaudeville agency, one book-
ing ngent's office to mnother, spending
weary days in this routine, enly to find
no openings for untmained talent. They
discovered that so many professionals
were out of work thal there was slim
chamoe for them to get bookings. We
nre grateful that the plague of amateur
hour traveling talent has aboul ceased,
It was gutting pretty thick for n whils.”

That ls one side of the pléture. Now
for the other.

HAT about all those marvelous en-

gagements that the lucky Irish girl
nurse got after singing “Mother Ma-
chree? And how about that booking
that Tony Amatto, the Itallan boot-
black, annexed after playing a medley of
all the instr In an hestrs?
How pbout all those marvelous "breaks”
for the “talented amateurs” which the
masters of ceremony, the “benefactors”
of amateur talent, boast about, for
which the sponsors of the programs are
thanked so heartily and o often over
the alr, about which the bromdcasting
companies announcers go Into enthu-
slastic hyperbale?

The sponsors of the amateur hours
are pletured to the air audience as
veritable Santa Clauses. great philan-
throplsta, derful back of
talent, patrons of the arts so Lo speak.
Everybody gives them a hard and thinks
kindly of their good works

But what about the amateur? BSome-
how, after his initial appearsnce on
the amateur hour, he gets lost In the
shufMe. He s generally forgolten, it
sems, extepl in the rare tares where
he gela an ecngagement and a few
weeks' salary, Every one remembers
the kindly “General” 8o and So who
handles the amateur hour, the pater-

nal "Captain” or “Colonel” or "Major,”
and the laxative pllimakers, the tooth-
paste manufacturers, the coffes brewer
but—how about the amateur?

Lot us visit the headquarters ol
Major Edward Bowes, who claims to be
the originator of the amateur hour
and who Introduces p program of ninn-
teur talent every week on one of Ll
blg networks. He has a sulte of offices
on several floars of & Broadway office
bullding Ih New York. It (5 flled wilh
stanographers, typlats, flllng clerks,
publicily writers, switchbonrd operntors
messenger boys and girla

From an office assistant you lenrn
the procedure, the way an amatew
takes to get on the alr. On ench
“Amateur Hour" nlght announcement Is
made that any amateur who wants to
fnd his place in' the sun should wrile
a letter glving his name and address
what he can play, sing or what not
and all other detalls, ‘The applicant
“must lve In New York or vielnity,
the announcer says, making this point
perhaps, ay a result of the Emergency
Rellef Buresu prodding.

However, it goes without saying that
many an amatour lstening in from
Squeedorp, Tenn, will soon leave his
mountaln fastness and plle  helter-
skelter on hix way New Yorkward

AJOR BOWES recelves an averag:

of about 1800 applications for
suditions & week Out of that
nimber he hears about 600. A studlo
st the Nationnl Broadeasting Company
is used for thiy purpose. Ths major
attends these auditions in person and
selects those amateurs which ho wants
to appear on his programs,

Out of these thousands of applica-
tions and hundreds of amateurs who
have appeared on the Bowes Amatour
Hour, 145 Individual amnteurs have re-
oelved engagements. Ten units are
now out on the road, playing vaude-
ville engagements, appearing at auto-
mobile shows and other enlertalnments,
and you can fgure out for yoursell
whether ambitious, optimistic mmateurs
should or should not get so ateamed
up over “Amateur Hour" opportunities
Almost one year has elapsed since lic
Amateur Hour first became an alr fen-
ture, and In that time less than 150
amateurs have succeeded In mecuring
paying engagements,

Those who have been booked are
often booked for only brief engage-
ments, though it was sald at Major
Bowes' office that the first unit of wmn.
teurs—and these units are made up of
ten or twelve amateurs each—haye
been out since July.

Salaries? The office assistant
couldn't be certaln, but thought they
were about $60 a week and up. Trans-
portation is pald, but the amateur por-
formers must handle thelr own hotel
and food bills

And how about the amateurs who
merely manage to strut thelr stuff once
on the amateur hour program? Is all
that glib patter rehearsed? Ts i1 ex.
temporaneous and, if so, how timed e
fit in so neatly with the hour limits-
tion set? What does the amateur get
for his work, the straln, his humilia-
tion i he gela the gong? The famols
Bowes gong, Incidentally. has bien
soid-plaled. and perhaps that helps the
unlucky amateurs to “take it on the
chin” a bit more graclouly. Beaides
an amiateur hour wouldn't be an ama-
teur hour without a gong. Each ama-
teur gets pald 010 by Major Bowes for
his evening's appearance on the adr
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