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WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION |

HE Albany Democrnt-Herald points to the huge surplus

which the state industrial secident fund 13 accumulat-
ing a8 evideneod by the financing of a $600,000 stite office |
building at Sulem from that fond and raizes the question as
to whether, in view of the excess of receipls over current |
needs, the workman for whose primuary benefit the industrial
compensation sgystom 5 mainiained is receiving (rom it as
muchin benefits as he ought to be receiving. And QL s 8
fair question.  Says the Democrat-erald :

badnn ooty empliotors have pald into the stste Industeial

mecldent fuud durle L pra twelve months the sinn of
FRAT126 s | oamm atlons paid o ored workmen during

the  period anmidnt tn $AHLGD.  Thls alows Lhel the com
pllasion Is worklne on’ o sofe mpegiy gl expludis why the
coffarn of the comudsaion ove bean swollen no rapldly

It 1e Intermiting e bk of the $R39.99 e dend
only BUILER hns fuund Ity woy Inta the fumdly excheqg
whoee It conld be capeaded for grooorivs, elithing, fus) aml
other nocesndiben of e The g ter ahide, $517.61, was pald
o' plivalelana, Dosplinla' and diweesnts,

Physicians, hospitals and druggists naturally must be
patronized when people are injured and that the workmen’s
compensition aet provides o way to finance these necessities
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ig something worth while,  But it does seem that the mar-
gin remaining afler the doctor, hospital and droggist are
piid ia pretty small on the bhusis of the Albany presentuation,
There ought te be provision for lving expenses during time
out for the injured workman, On the face of the [lgures
given and on e further fact that a gigantic surplus is be-
ing built it wauld appear that compensation is too small.
The employers are paying enough but the injured work-
men ari not getting it all,

It may be argued o behall of the surplus that its we-
cumulation is & wise precaulion, But if there is need for
o surplus that need is to have plenty of money availuble to
pay claims in case of accident or disaster affecting many
workmen simwultancously,  Plainly i there is need for a
surplug for that purpese there is also need that it be kept
liquid.  Money tied pp in o state building 8 o frozen as-
seb. It woula not be available for an emoergency.

The Demovrat-Hevald cites that the industeial aceident
fund is advertized fay and wide ns 4 hoon to the workers
of the state aud inguires, “But is it?" There can scoreely
be doubt that it is. For ono thing it as put a stop to the
activities of nmbulanee chaging liwvers and rolievid the
courts off endless litigation which seldom vesulted in sub-
stantial benefits o ihe infored. It Lrings compensation to
the Injured without pulting upon them the burden of a
fight for their vights, In fundamental purpose apd from the
standpoint of goneral results the hias justified it-
sell.  Bul there seeme little justification for building up «
hugre surpiis a the expense of (his generation of workers fop
the benefit of the nest generation,
voested in bulldings {hal
mmounts Lo,
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POEM FOR THE DAY |

By LOUIS ALBERT BANKS
NOT BULLETS BUT FLOWERS

Here is n news dispatch from Fambure, Germany :

“A Junkers plane of the Germnn Lufthans hos just -
ried an unusanlly Fragrant piece ol freight—25,000 Llies of the
villey, the Tivst of the season—1to Amnsterdian. where they will
be transformed to another plane snd sent to Paris, :

“While German liliea of the valley seem to be popular
in Paris, violots from South France are on sale in ihe streets
DI }‘[l‘lll]']ll]“.“

It seems but just the other day

When, gripped in awlul mortal Fray
They sought to take each other's life,
Were lockod in brutal denedly strife
And now 'we hiuve this tale of lowers
Allf‘] friendly teade |J"l\\'-'!‘n the Iraweks,
]‘{nw sweet the wirship’s kindly lons
Comphred to Berthi's awlul Bombs!

Black death wai then their sole excl
Whene'er they found cach other's range
Bur now ‘i glod wnd hopefa! ¢heer
That makes thelr frendslip still smoe
And Howers grown in Gemsan sonl
Muake glad the Fienchman alter Foil |

drm

s And blossims seiit from southern France
Awnke old Flambug's grcions glanee
These blooms which now pidke swedt the ai
I which theis prople sla har
Are bist wtoken of thew hearts
Since they have gone 1o pescelul an
For hatred now has faded out
And 1n sty Ilmm_hh wre pul Lo rout
How sweet this commetee foom their  farms
This bright exchunge of fragtant chirms!
Thank God we's n better day
Are leaming whaole a kinder ways
And though our projgress moay low
With Hymng ships and ndio.
We'll sentter fragrance from om
O er every land between the poke
And all aur prejudice shall cenne
In |!1F:\r”3‘ trancde with arts ol poace
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AGENT’S LETTER
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