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NOT A FORGOTTEN STAR
Dr. Harvilew Shapley, fomous Harvard Il'lr‘unn'u'.l.‘l‘.l
dossn’t belisve that our earth in guite sich an insignificant
fragment of the stellar universe ad we have berm told,
Whenever pstropomy 18 mentioned, sonsdone i sure 1o point
out that the enrth is pn extremely unimportant speek in the
vast st of sters. Our ven—the entire group ol
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fdn rates being ealled a continent. 1t in at least five tinde:
88 lange ss Che avernge, i wre. This in v
ing 1o thaie of us who like to feel that we are not
ot somoe forgotten bit of star dust. 1L revives our foeling of
s@lf importanes. 17 our, carth is relutively ting, it ot least |
belongs ton proud family. We may nol vecupy the venter
of the universe, bt woa can hold our heads up in any com-
pany, nono the less. It is rather strprising, when you stop
14 think abeut it, that the pn vienl e of expanding knowl
edite should be, fn a1y ny EAs0s, un age of growing pes-
simism, In tho Inst half contiry wo have learned n groat
deasl aboul the world that wus n i before: and |
the result has been  that iy, many. people  have been
wrenshod away from their old moorings of faith and hope,
lﬂtl have come Lo Juok on the whole imiverse us a soulles
mechanism.  We have even reached the point whore o man
din soriously debinte, in pilbHe, the qadstion,” *18 BMin & M-
¢hine?™ without having asyose in tho audience gel up il
sy, “Oh, don't bean sss™  Buv b is beeoming evident that
we have only o vatehed the surface of know ledge, Far all
o} stiente, wi through n glass, darkly. The|
soerets of the stars, of Uthe atom, of the roeks, of the air, nro
still only slightly vevealed to us, Wo lob our Pragmoentany
glimpies of Yuth disconrnre us; and wefail o see that oiir
wory ability to got them ut all praves oun divinfty, 1t would
be stringe if more complele selgntific knowledge should
bring us back cleser to the old orthodogios. Strange: and |
yob, mot so strange, after all. For the evidence of I |
!ulils' and eternal harmony is not faund primarile in the ey |
tornal world, but in onr ows hosvis Tt & mn
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