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PLODDING Al um.‘

The ¢hep who makes 4 sensation apd bursts on oy nt-
tuntion ke & metoor 1s all very well as a0 subject for Jitern-
fiare, but it i= the steady, unexciting plodder that mnkes the

whedls go ‘round.. There st anything especially original

in it statemont, to be sure.  But it ealled to mind by |
consideration of aviation in general o wirmil zervies
in particulsr, During the laat' il ve wit-

f we ha
|

af highly ctacular hights—norii,
Some of the Nyees ol thi -u:']‘. {o pogy
some of | el

but all of them ¢lpimeil

pessed gny  numbor
soulhy, emst and west.
gory and honor,
in empty

and hom mysteriously

space ) nopreal deal of

terifion. Muoy of us, no doubt, dresy our stbitude townrd
wvintion as o whole from the emotions arotged by thes
hazardous, long-distince lights, Theae Thghts re thrill-
inge and dangorons s 2o be all aviation, They were yust a hit!®

and ex
a it of

gncertain: so is all avintion. Thoy were rmomantic
eiting: #o is all aviation, Thait ahout Lthe
\ili 1ok at it It happens that we're mistaken in this
tude, The air mail service, spanning the continent and fly-
ing day and night through good we |'1 wor nrud Liad, 08 a living
proof of it.  \While all of the acular flights
It made, the nivmadl service pilots were going about their
daily routine, plodding wilhiout
lights or weleoming erowds, developing the seleneo

WY

sl were e

stadily ahond dny bhright

tion 1o a polil whero it s safe, relinble and unexcil
rechicing it from an adventure to a business, and : §
nothing about it We seldom benr of the alrmail excopt

when some plloL heg an acoldent,  Then, with onr mind
erlored by the mighaps thiat attend so many of the “stunt™

Mights, we shuke heads and mattter, “Ah, avialion

therd's & dangerous edlling foy von all vight.” How dan
gerous st anyway ?  Toke the voute betwesn New Yok
find Clevelund, considered the most hazardous leg of the

whale trans-continental loe. oy eight yvears or more thiy
line has sean contivuous service—two trips a day, each way,
day and night.  And How muony pilots have been killed on
this dangerous An dverage ol one i
yoear-—on the riskivst route in the service, where flights are
mnde in snowstorms, bligenrds, fops and galeg, st night ng
well s in the daytime. The airmail’s great defect,
the sthdpoint of public interest, is that it ix not exeiting

route? Just eight!

fram

enotgh, 1V s perilonsdy ¢lose (o beeaming voutine plodding |
sAveh ey, of eottral, thit thedur has just abont beon
mastered. Whale the ocean hoppers hinve gained e most |
pUtention, it hos Heen the sirmadl that has made avintion o
Mervieeable means af teansportation,
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RED TAPE AND IDEAS

ted Lupe, when coniidered dinpas tedy, s 0 lovels

Ming.  An Anlerican congressman, Wwha will have eMurge «
paval legiatatton in thin pession of congre fiedn thint
friondly agreement with Englamd 8 Uoth degirabile asl po
gibile, and weites Lo e Beitish prime minister to sce |l
American and Britich lowmakers cannol  msol  somowhaor
Cand milk Bt over.  The British priine minisfer writes 4 cor

dinl reply and sendy it to his ambrssador in Washington Lo

deliver. The ambassador takes it to our secretiry of state
o asks to whaom he ahall -'-1"” il The serretary replivs
thit he Knows nothing ahout it he can't neeept it himeelr,
und the ambassador can't give it w anvbody olse,  So the
ambassindor hns o keep it—he ba it vel—ani the CONEress
muin's iden dies a-borning.  Mavbe it was a bum idea ans
bow, But il's boo bad it couldn't have béen given a teial in-
sténd of simply being cholied off by red tan
1
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i STORY BY HAL COCHRAN — PICTURES BY KNICK
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