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REMUS AND HEATH GREER AND AMERICAN

JUSTICHE

We Americins, s the whele world admits, are sticklers
for the observance of Juws, Whatever our faults, we in-
slst that our statules be vespeeted and obeyed, The latest
dangerous hewbreaker to learn this is named Heath Groeer.
Heath Greer lived in the Lavrel Run region of mountain:
ous Kentucky. e quarreled with a friend, one Luther FPir-
tin, deew a gun and shot him dead, He has been sentenced
to a life term ip prison.  The murder was not premeditated,
80 he eouldn’t very well be hanged ; but a life term will serve
1o tench him that America’s laws canunot be defied with im-
punity, The only trouble is that MHeath Greer is just 13
years old. The judge that sentenced him did not let that
stand in his way, however, Law is law, and the jodge was
familine with it.  Murder is murder. Lifo prison, the judge
suid, was the only sentence he could give, On the day that
Heath Groer left for the reformatory, where he will live
until he is old enough to enter the penitentiary to serve
time with the other murderers, the doors of Ohio’s hospital
for the eriminally insane, at Lima, swung open and Goorge
Remus walked out o free man,  Remus had killed his wile,
planning the decd in advance, and had been acquitted, ne-
cording to law, by virtue of ipsanity. Now he has de-
monstrated, again, gecording to law, that the insunity which
made him a murder has happily left him; so Ohio's Inw
decrees that he cannot be eonfined any longer. IU is [rom
such examples ag these that we freeborn Americans draw
that admirvation for law which distinguishes us above all
other peoples.  Liberly, we are fond ol saying, ean only he
had by reéspect forr lnw. Heath Greer doubtless will absori
that lesson during the next three or four decides of con-
finement, One wondérs, though, just where the states of
Kentucky and Ohio stand in all this. Has no one brought
any action against them? Ohio rears a bootlegger and sees
him commit o shocking murder; it grabs at him and dis-
covers its own lnw eompels it to set him free, Has no eiti-
zen of Ohio any ground for action there? And Kentueky.
Kentucky rears a mountain white lad in the backwoods
counbry; a boy who says he carvied o gun “because all the
other boys did, some of 'em little than me”; a boy who saw
all his elders carvying guns every day of their lives; u boy
who saw such childeen as did nol earry guns earrying bol-
tles to theiv play; a oy who was sinned against by socloty
from the day ol his bivth,  Kentueky sces this lad, in hot
anger, use the gun he was carrying.  Kentucky pounces on
Bim, appalled—and finds that its own laws compels it to
send him to prison for life, HMas no Kentuckian grounds
for action againat his stute? What are we to make of these
Lwo enses, anywiy-—unless I is thal our methods of doal-
ing with erime would be o disgrace to Fiji Islanders?  Aro
we 100 per cent stupid, after all? When a dangerous erim
Ul commils o brutal murder must we slap® his wrist and
seb him free? When an ignorant backwoods boy does e
t[]Illg miueh less eviminnl must we ail him forever instond
of Wying to find out what is wrong and making it vight'
The millenium isn't at hand yet, despite our niass produc-
tion‘and boom days on Wall Street,  We haye a fow jobs
to do. Ohio and Kentoeky can tell you what they nre.
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COMING EVENTS

IN ROSEBURG

Cut out this list of dates of outstanding events for
the year and keep at in your pocket for handy relerence,
Watch lor changes and sdditional announcements as they
‘may be arranged,

Boy Scout Camp, Woll Croek

Epwmlh League Institute on Little River mte
Douglas County Merchnnis' listitute
Southern Oregon Seal Sule
Conlerence September (no date ser)
Knights of Pythins Convention, Dist. No. 5 Sapt, 22
Regional P T, A. Convention October (no date set)
Fall Meeting Presbytery of Sonthern Ouegon  (ct. 23-24
National Election ...

July 2
July 9416
Augaist 30231

November b

State Horlwuilurul Muclmg e e Dec. 12-13.14
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