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ROSEBURG, OREGON, THURBDAY, DEC, 1, 1927,
DON'T BECOME PANICKY—COOPERATE

Douglus county has lost in a determined effort to repel the
invasion of infantile paralysis. At the onset of this epidemic
that is now state-wide, Douglas county took steps to provide
protection for its boys and girls as far as was humanly pos-
sible. How effective these efforts were may be seen in the
fact that for weeks the disease has raged on every side yel
hus been kept outside the boundaries of the county until the
present time, Those who have been responsible for this
protective attempt are deserving of the highest commenda-
tion for their work, and they in turn speak their praise of
the excellent cooperation that has been accorded in the en-
forcement of the offimes irksome restrictions, Now we are
facing a new and critical situation, Heretofore we have
fought against a black, overhanging shadow, but now we
have a tangible and open enemy. This is no time for panic.,
There are those who will become hysterieal, those who will
advance unreasonable and impractieal plans for control and
treatment of the disease, there aro those who will eriticise
and condemn, those who will spread idle and unfounded
rumors. It is to be sincerely hoped that these are in the
minority. At a time like this it is necessary that full con-
fidence and trust Be placed in those most qualified to cope
with the situation. Douglas county as a whole and Rose-
burg in particular are most fortuniate in having at a time
like this n corps of conscientious physicians in whom to place
trust, These physicinns, looking forward to just such an
emergency us now cxists, have for weeks been devoting much
time to studying control and treatment of the disease. They
have profited from the experionce of the other communities
that have been affected and will be able to pass on fo this
county the lessons learned through bitter experiencae else-
where in the state. These earnest men and women have
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the people of the county by the manner in which they have
pssumed the obligations thrust upon them by this emergency.
Without delay they have called an immoediate conference to
outline a plan of action and campaign against the dread dis-
ease, The health authorities of the county are working=in
cooperation and with  the full counsel of this group of
physicians and any action taken will be only after the most
careful deliberation. Whatever restrictions muy be imposed,
whatever rules may be Inid down, whatever may be required
of the men, women and children of the county, an imme-
dinte and whole-hearted responge and cooperation should be
given, It is very probable that the present situntion will
impose many hardships, 1t may result in some financial
loss, but these will be reduced to a minimum if an effective
campaign against the disease is waged, The physicians are
the ones best suited to dircet such n campaign and eriticism
of their methods and digobedience to orders should not be
tolerated., Another factor to be considered is that of idle
rumor. Unfounded romors will fly thick and fast unless
the publie joins in an ' effort to put down these wild roports.
They enn be harmlul in their ef fect by erenting panie and by
giving mistaken impressions of conditions and of the at;
titude and efforts of those working to control the disease,
The public can greatly help in thig present emergency by
refusing to pass on any unconfirmed reports or rumors that
may come to them. The proper authorities are ready at
all times to give corvect and official reports thal muy be re-
lied upon by the public and eredence should not be given to
reportd emanating from other sources, 1f ever there is need
for publi¢ cooperation it is at o time like this and theve is
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no question but that the people of Douglas county may be o

relied upon to meet with every possible force, the cmer-
gency that now exists, |
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Bleak days are ahoad, with winter closing down :u‘l'llﬁ'i+

the land, but there are visions, too, and these help make |
life worth living. The other day a flower catalog came in|

the mail, and brought with it o breath of spring right into |

the shadowy old office, The hounds of winter are fairly
upon us, but u flower changes all that., Flowers, whether, in
# eracked bowl or a colorful garden always are n vision ol
gomething better, something more beautiful, something finer
than this wintry day, Fog, clouds and darckness, but there

a Mower! There & rift in the clouds, with the sun pecking
through, bringing a glint of sunshine and a promise. Rohin
redbrenst, barefoot boys in a dnisy field and violets in the
forest, are no steangers to those who can behold flowers
these duys and understand.  All the beauties of spring nee
coming back to us, .
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