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- NATURE'S GREAT SPONGES

= A sponge can be a godly gift, too, and we need no more
Mississippi dloods to tell us that, Yei we have gone on, year
al_'_l.er year, denuding our forests—Nalure's greal sponges—
by the millions of acres.

The forests of the country are great reservoirs that hol
bick rainfall, The trees break the force of storms, Forest
fldors, at the headwaters of streams, absorb thousands of
tons of water, preventing erosion and floods, The thick, fat
carpet of leaves, needles, twigs, cones, seeds, fallén and de-
vayed logs and vegetation soak up water and feed it gradu-
ally to the rivers. According to Ward Shepard, lorest in-
spector of the United States forest service, we have approxi-
mately 226,000,000 acres of logged off forest land that has
not been taken for farming, Many of these forests, through
déstructive lumbering and firves, have been denuded, and
many turned into worthless barrens off which the water
rolls as though from a ducks baek. Imagine this vast 225,-
000,000-acre sponge reforestoed, with o thick litter on its
shaded floor, soaking up tons of water, which must seep
gradunlly, through the enrth o the rivers, instedd ol rush
ing pell-mell down the stream beds! Imagine the restvain-
ing power of such a greut sponge in controlling floods! Na

system of flood control that leaves oul the forest can sue- |
cepd, Leevees, of course, will hold back floods to a fixed |
chnnnel—while the leveer hold,  Artificipl storage reser- |

voirs will help.  But unless we move for the natural stor-
age of water such as forests provide, there always will be
that tremendous rush of flood-tides following stoyms and
the spring thiws.

i Charles: Lathrop Pack, president of dhe Amovicin Tree
associntion, advoeates stale and fedoral nequisition, of land
for forestyy purposes, fivst in the Appalachinn region, &
Invge pérct.‘"lllagu of the witer that flows past Now Orlenns,
he says, comes from the combined sources of the Olifo, Tdn-
nesgeo and Qumberland rivges., These three rivers are the
chief fload breeders of the Mississippi fnd all arise among
tho steep slopes and heavy soils of the Appalachinng,  In this
gection, more than any other, Pack asserts, forests enn mnke
their greatest conteibution as amellorating faclors in oo
control.
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1L s sioteworthy thal the husiness men and property
ownors who are to be found aiding
ment ownership and allied schemes tenditg toward coni-
plate socinlization ave seldom il ever (o e I'fnlml r_:n]npul'!-
ing similar schemes applied Lo dhe huginess i whieh thoy
may be engaged,” says Henry Swilt Ives, vice-president
Casualty Information  Cleaving Toure, Chiepgro.
government epmpatition, roglation op control touches them
they are loud in their protesia and cry 1o high heayen (2
sive thom from the nhnghty socialigts,  DBut when somaebody

olge's business s endangered, they often are 1.-ill!.|-|- entire- |
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man inconsistencics—and they nye quite human :
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It is estimated more than 27,000,000 hovs and givks are je

attonding public gehools at an expenditure of $2,000,000410

from the thxpavers to operate schools und schoal property

valued at $5,000,000,000, What about & more contented, |
o=

useful, and practieal vesult in the way of the citizenship |
duet of these schools?  One great hopeful outlook for better
rosulta lies in the line of industrial Lraining. In the Son
Mateos Burlingnme Union THgh School  1Di
fornin as high as 62 por cent of the boys are
and occupintions necessary o the it of

Without interfering with regulay studics, boys in the indus
trinl depavtment are enrning S0, 40 and 60 conts anhour,
Many farming districts have courses where boys shudy e

Parning trades
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KILL AS3ASGING

AFTER A CHASE

(Amciated Fiom Leassd Wies)
DELGRADE, Jugo Slavia, Oct.

10-—Hun o earth in & cave ond prised a8 soon a8 they all renlized
Mount Malvche, two of the alleged | hat tiere wore buby engles In the
pupapding of e Jugo-Blay hr'l‘.‘l-|m;)- Httle  post, Towir littde

The Tinymites were much sur-l

dies  geoeral  Michuel  Kovaehe- | mouths were opon wide,  Like |

viteh, have been Jllled and a tird | hungry  Wile  birds  they  erlod
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gy 8 ¥ r Juat
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The killing of the Jugo Slavian
wis  charged againut
Macedunlhn ‘eomitad]is, or Irregu-
Jdats The Belgrade government
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and fiod these birds a bit of Lood|
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like n dondy worm, Whitover we
from over the Lorder. can find for them will surcly Le @

The crimoes were allegadly com. | treat”
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