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Not long ago o well-known hook veviewer romirked of
a reeently published autoblography, “This book will be a sii-
prize to our fitellectunls, "Why, the author actually seems
to Have cofoved Tiving in America'

1 15 startling, when you stop to think of it, that so muny
ol aur best wreiters nowadoys are taking it for granted {hat
Americais oo poor sort of place in which to engoy life, ‘They |
seem Lo feel that we are missing something; that we have
paid somuch attention Lo industey and business that we have
had o time for the finer that our big |
cities and our small towns alike are suffeving from an over- |
amphagis on hostle and bustle, !

All of this may be very troe; but we suspeet that it is
rather absurd, i

To o notion Ameriea is the best plaee to live on the
planet,  And we beliove that this is tene not begagse ol o
countey’s natural advantages, nor beeause of its prosperity,
but chielly becuuse of the spieil that is abroad i it

Ameriea is g heantifol Land, to be sure,  Bach aeetion
differs from every other and each has its own pecaliar ape-
peil,  There is old New Hogland, with the voneer of mod-
orn industirindism Im'rib Loo Ahinly over its colonial hoeritage;
there ave the Atlantic const states, with their bosy plains
stretehing back fo blae mountain ranges, and the salt hrees
coming in from the sea; theve is the fertile, lnguorous
south, steeped inoan aneient teadition; there §s the amazing
middle west, with busy citics flung wide on  prosperous,
well-kept conntrysides: there wre the limitless rolling plains
of the west, where the div is brachnge and the sky is clond-
less; there ave the magnificent Rockies, and the blue-and-
grold of the Pacilic coust heaches, with the lusuriant vallevs
behind them,

Yeb it is not this catslogue of attractions that makes s
glad we live in Americt,  TUis the spivil of Tope tat is 1o bo
Cound in every hamleb in the Tand 3 the indomitable, forward-
looking spirit that expr i itsell in boosterism, in tower-
g skyserapers, in advertising enmpaigng, in a grand sorl
of Mhigeer and better” mania.

True enough, some of these manifestations are al times
unpleasant. Bl consider; almost alone among white ni-'
tions, we ave living m the present and the fulure—especial- |
Iy the future. Oor Taees are tarned forward,  We have few
traditions nnd woe do not hiiss them,  We laek the avlistic ox-
pression of Hurope and we havdly miss it We are (oo husy
going somewhere,

We donot know exactly where we are going so (nst]
muost of us, probubly, do not care, We kinow thal we arve for-
exer moving: we know that our life is keyed to g vapid paee;
pnd we suspeet thal our hustlers and bustlors arve, someliow,
n trifle wiger than their crities,  For we are Tullfilling dos-
Ly ona genned sesle.

IL 1% useless Tor any o us to ery ol pgainst this teod-
ency, We are eommitded Lo 16 We are fated to build barge-
Iy and vapidly, Lo Ldk and think v terms of millions, 1o
weing from oue lives the last drops of cnergy,

Whyt We hardly know,  Yel, deep down, we feel as-
sured that woe are setting up o hew eivilization: that oy
gaudy dreams will prove to contiin o beautiful element of
truth. '
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Ba you remember the dovs whon our good, old friend,
T Keteh, used to purade e mnbn deag o spick ud spim
policoman’s garh—topped off with & neat devby?  Sure
youdo! And didu’t le loak Tike 4 million?  Sure he did?
Well, why wouldn®™ it e o gootl iden Tor the elty ¢ips Lo dom
some sorl of o “gaemoent” that they might be distinguished |
From the ovdinaey individual?  You
duty Is not solely confined o teipping law-breal
should also act as

policemnn’s
e
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—givinge thern Kindly and gontlemanly advice when so o pes
auested.  Bat how van o stesnger piek out o policeman in
Roschurg?  There's po difforenee i iz makenp feom that
ol any othidy citizen
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which'll give 'em a chance to reo-
clalm their marchin® suits from the |
moths,
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This ls certainly alick Spring |
weather, folks, but then s time|
we'te gittin' it with Winter prac-
ticaily wpon ug. |
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A “larmer resident” of the vils|
lage biroke out in a rash in the
“eome and go" colyum of the Ore-
gonian yestiddy a. m, statin’ that|
wngs were dern guiet here, H we
remember the individusl who has
thus spoken, things were alwaya
Kinda yuiet fer him, sxcept fer tie
duys wnen he hnd to take his!
hands outa his pockets to serateh|
his back. |
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Today is Straw Hat Day but not
I for we lellers who've beep wearin'!
LOur nlfllf.‘l derby all winter.
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Chawley Lockwood ls startin' Lo
sall  mecond hand  flivwers in
bunches like bananas which {8 @
bad ‘omen fer the poor pedestrian.
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11 seen be swimimin' time and

that'll solve the perennial hathin'
problem.
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Ye ed. is still wipin® the eroco. |
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