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BDUCATION AND MYTHS. [

The spread of education in Lreland ig rapidly killing the
picturesque old Ivish folklore, according to Ella Young, Irish
poet and suthor,

Miss Young decliores that, the Ieish ehildren are grow-
ing more and more to find faries and elves and the like un-
Leligvable; in o short time, she says, Leelund's maosy of folk-
lore will exist only in memory,

Po w senbimeantalist this doubtless will geen too bad. Yet
the Irish fairies are only going the way that countless other
generations of fairies have gone hefore them:  One alter nn-
other, the races of invisible, unedrthly creatures with which
men'’s imaginations have peopled forests and fields and
wiountiing have disappeared Lefore the rising tide of knowl-
edge. In the not too distant future theve will not be left
one of thum on earth,

Teacing their deeline and fall ig Interesting and instrac-
tive, There was a time when every man on earth believed
devoutly thatevery tree; every bush and every stream shel-
teved strange; immaterial cérveitures who could profoundly |
affect his life for goud or evil, and whom it behooved him |
to propitinte. To these beliefs can be il many strange,
dark customs; human sacrifices, blood atonements, clabor-
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