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THE FOREST FIRE-BUGS,

The outstandivg reward of $1L,100 for information lead-
ing 1o the arrest and conviction of a forest incendiarvy ap-
pears lavge enough to gel results, bul if it cost several times
that sum Lo bring such a eriminal to  justice it would be
money well gpent. The amount expended in fighting pur-
posely set fives and the taxes lost by the destruetion of tim-
Ber aggregate a grand total far exceeding what is offered to |
steure the convietion of o firebug,  Results of the investiga- |
pion of Douglas county Tives to be mude by o specially de- |
tailed state officer are awaited with interest, particularly in
view ol the charge made by the county patrol of fice that the
fives were gel deliberately by neighborlionsd stockmen to
cronte pasturage avens for cattle and sheep. I this charge
4 substantiated by subsequent investigalion, woe may expecl
denstic action of some sort, The impression that has gone |
forth over tho slete o conditions in this county is reflect-
ed in the following comment appearing in the Portland Ore- |
gonian: t

“Douglas county is beset with men on the outer fringe
of settiement who still act on the theory that timber is a
nuisunce that cumbers the ground., In pioneer days that |
theory was held with some show nf reason, and Lthose \\I|n|
now hold it occupy the last frontier,

0
:

A most fortunate day it was when the attractiveness
of the Noeth Umpqua region was hrought Lo the personal at-
tention of such an authority on scenic and  recreational
Amevica as 8. Do Weleh, Californin sporting geods manu- |
facturer and contributor to the leading publications of the |
sport world, A trip up the North Umpqgua river last week
made Mr, Weleh an enthusiastic hooster at once for that re-
gion, and he is a booster of the worth-while kind—the kind
whoge endorsement exvries weight wherever given by cither
spoken or written word.  His verdiet on what he saw on the
trip, a8 expressod in the News-Review of last Saturday, is
convineing proof of his high sense of appreciation and of his
ability to eonvey his impressions in approprinte langunge.
His voluntary promise Lo sound the praises of the North
l.ll]l)l[llﬂ HI i BOries U‘ thj,clﬂlll\! articles is a mosl walcome
one, and from its Tulfillment we may leok forward to many
o visitor that we might not have otherwise received.

-

It b been wisely decided that the money o be puid by ‘
the federal government to eighleen Dregon counlies as reim-
burscment for losl taxes on the revested O, & €. R R, I:mfl
grant iz to be officinlly designeted 28 an “appropriation,’
not aa “refunded taxes”  The average layman will attach

1o importance to suchea distinetion, hut the fursighted rnnn-\

ty nttorneys who met in Roseburg o Fow days ago saw the
need of averting a possible division of Lhe money wilth the
stite, whieh toolk no part in supporting the Stanfield bill
atd whileh has been paid every dollnre of stale taxes lovied
upon the ecountios during the ten-year peviod covered hy the
fortheoming reimbursoment,  Coming Lo the counlios as an
“appropriation,” !lu.' federal monoy will be for the eounties
alone, whereas as “refunded taxes” the money would have

to be shared with the state, whiclh morally, sl least, isn't vn-[

titled to o dollare of it.
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