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INTEREST IN CURRENT EVENTS,

16286,

‘The American people are solemnly told that they must
fit themselves for citizenship by studying current events,
but. frequcnuy no practical plan is oftered by which young

eople can be induced (o form the habit of aequiving this es-
gential kind of information.
oped a plan for inspiring school pupils with o desire for such
intelligence, through a current events bee, not unlike the
speliing bees that made the old timers such correet spellers,

For 11 years that newspaper hay provided for such competi- | for a piciure recently and he had

twnp among the school pupils of its own cily, in which the
poutqstauls are asked questions regarding events and per-
soniflities of the present time. Those who fail to answer cor-

rectly have to retire from the contest, after the old spulling:

mateh plan, At the finals of the last bee a few nights ago,
1600 people crowded into the auditorium, and showed the
pame enthusinsm you would expeel at a football game, Win-
ning

the ball over the goal line, The contestants answered up so
Weil, that for the first time the long list of 350 questions gave
out, and they were not easier than formerly.
typical queries from this list, which would floor some of our

wisti men; “Name four nations that hold temporary seats in |

the Council of the League of Nations?” “Who recantly re-
signed as president of the Ivish Republican party 2 “How
maeny years have the nations owing us money been given to
payoff?"" “Why was the Painleve government defeated?”
“Nime the two members of the Little Eutente who funded
their debts to the United States Jast year.”
men could nob answer questions like these, and young peo-
ple thus trained for newspaper reading should make real
voters in a few years.
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Many farm relief measures have gone befove the House
agricultural commitiee, and every one has come oul erippled
by the assaults’of those who want something clse, remarks
an exchange. There is no doubt of the willingness of Con-
gress to pags any farm reliel measure thal seoms Lo have
the support of those who are to be relieved, and of eommon
sense,
problems of transporlation and marketing, that no universal |
measure géema Lo fil, The genius is yet o be born who cun
wipe oul diffevences in geography, elevation, distance, clim-
ate, farming ability, and reduce farming to one standard of
profit. It has never been done in other business; the ruins
af 10,000 creameries, factories, snwmills, railronds, that tried
to-buck Nature, dot the land. George Shimn, Western Jop-
anese polato king, recently died in Galiforpia, worth §5,000,-
000, all made in growing potaloes, lavgely on loased Janids.
He knew how to grow polatoes, and “relief” Jaws didn'l
worry him. * If any part of the farm problem lies in belter
farming, that is beyond all laws,
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Honors have been recently puid o Mhomas Jefferson,
and & memorinl in recognition of his services was recently
unveiled to mark the bivthplace of that stalesman at Shad-
well, Virginia.
value of his service, his personality had about as much b do
with shaping the chargeter of this government as that of
any one man. lle stood pre-eminently for tie idew of human
freedom, and that idex has become the donvnating prineiple
of Americin institutions. This country established univers-
al schools and universal sulfrage, Lo carey out that principle.
We astonished the world by the success of those principles,
which previously had been regarded as visionary and theor-
etical. The principal nations have sinee followed our exam-
ple to a large extent in establishing those ideas,

A HARD LOT.
I'd hate to be without o bed, to be gfool, ;

Wleirat, Lo v
no wholesome crust ol bremd o length of wiencrwinst, d
hate to be a homeless wight, and tram with lomeloss gonts,
and walk the street throughont the wight fur loek of i
cents.  Somotimes i hobo seeks my doov anl mades a plun
tive spicl, and tells how all s works ave sore for Lick of o

squaresmenl.  And 1 remark, “1am suvprised (o zee yon loom
in view; our charities are organized o eare for such as Vou
Ench year I give two hundred to help the Villug

Chest; that lets me out when vagrant ducks oy doupl
the Honels

make request.”  He journevs then, & skaty
Jinx, who lives next doov, and 1 ean hesv the bo relate in
dismal tale once more. He tells how he adle s bl
on the frozen soil; how sickne Pk nears dowd, and far
too weak to toil. He needs a ha®eent o nd ki
and codfish balls. Mis Lale would m : it O f 5l '
miser's heart "twould thow, and Jinx she m[ Ir [ o out o
bone or gomoething else to%naw,  Iut 1 can iu.-.- this Jinx
declare, “You boggars | detest! 1 pive such coin ns 1 ocan
spare to help the Village Chest.” T govd old duvs the home-
less hores met not that stale reply: four men might kick
them fr®m their doors, but eie would foed them fite.  Oue
giving now is standardized to meet all modern tests, and
homeless Mg are agonized by tales of Village Chests. Al

things are made from palterns now, tin cars and Kindly

deeds, and flynets for the b.lmdlui cow, and faith and
&  widows' weeds, |
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When you sea a gal comin' out
of a beauty pacler with a hrand
new crimp in her hair you can bet |
dollars to muffing she's not gonna
cat enlens fer supper,
e oe
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durin' the past few daye has apoll- |
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