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THE SPIRIT OF VANDALISM

The New York city police, on the first warm Sunday of
this spring, made complaints aguinst 142 of the visitors to
Central park in that ecity, alleging that they broke u!!|
branches from shrubs for decorating purposes, and other

like things. Many warnings were served on people who were | there

doing things caleulated to injure the scenery of this Iumuu:i[
park,
sons will be with public property, It is not merely that they
do things for theiv own pleasure like thking budding branches
home, Also a spirit of destructive mischief will seize hold of
some of them leading them to destroy things placed there for
their own comfort. Seats placed to accommodate the publie
are often found to have been broken down and smashed,
probably by some witless youths who wanted to manifest
their defiant spirit. Some are destructive enough o they
wonld break windows in public buildings. The people should
reglize, when they visit any Kind of a public building or tract
of Jand, that they are part owners of it, and that if any
damnge iz done, they are part losers. They should realize
that such places can be attractive, only if everyone is care-
ful not to do the least thing that will interfere with such
beauty, Every growing thing, every pateh of grass in such a
place, should be earefully guarded. The fact that “Keek off
ofl the grass"” signs are necessary shows how little sense peo-
ple use.  If they would only stop to think, they would see
that the nice green turf which they want to see growmg,
can only be maintained if people remain on the walk® built
for their use, and give the grass a chance.

—t

LAWS TO ENCOURAGE ACCIDENTS

Although & flood of compulsory automobile insurance
bills were introduced in the various legislatures, the tabulat-
ed Jist alveady exceeding sixty, very few of them got any-
where. In great majority of cases the strong arguments
made against the measures were sufficient Lo postpone ac-
tion. The reasons against the plan are miny and cogent and
were well sel forth in the report of the Committee of Nine
appointed to consider such measures, This report holds that
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Phone 78 Roseburg, Ore.

Hew to Solve It
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