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A prominent residen®of the Rogue River valley
asked me the other day, "Why is the Southern Oregon
Gas Company laying out a great amount of money to re-
build and increase the capacity of its gas plants? | under-
stand that the gas business all over the United States is
going backward, that gas is gradually being supplanted
in the home and industrial establishments with electricity
for heating, as well as for power purposes?”’ -

I answered, “You apparently are either not informed
of the true condition of the gas industry or you are misin-

formed by others whose business is opposed to gas busi-
ness development.”

Here Are the Facts

in 1924 the sale of manufactured gas for domestic
purposes in the U. 5. A. exceeded any year previous to
1915, by over one hundred percent. The 1924 increase
of manufactured gas sales over 1920 was in excess of
33 1-3 percent. The authentic figures for the U. S. A.
given out by the American Gas Association at its mid-
winter meeting, recently held at San Francisco and Los
Angeles, show—

In 1924, sales of manufactured gas were 405 billion
cubic feet (an increase of over 100 billion cubic
teet since 1920). New customers connected to the lines
of gas companies in 1924 were 444,000, making a total of
10,240,000 gas consumers as of December 31, 1924, serv-
ing a population in excess of 52 millions of people.

Sales ‘f’f gas appliances during the year of 1924 were:
()'\'UI' 8”“_““[} gas ranges,
Over 450,000 gas water heaters.
Over 500,000 gas space heaters.
Representing a total of over ($50,000,000) fifty mil-
lions of doliars, for gas appliances.
Alter seriously, contemplating these imposing and
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convincing figures for a few minutes, My friend the prom-
inent resident of Rogue River valley said: “Well, I can’t
understand how such progress could be made by the gas
Company, because | am told that wood, or coal, or elec-

,tric heat is cheaper than gas.”

“"Do you know how heat is measured?' | asked. *'Do
yvou know that heat, from whatever source is subject to
the same definite system of measure as grain or water or
muslin?"

“The unit of heat universally used in America and
England is the British Thermal Unit. This is the amount
of heat required to raise the temperature of one pound of
pure water, from 39 degrees Fahrenheit to 40 degrees

ahrenheit—no more, no less. It is customarily abbrevi-
ated to "B. T. U."
One "B. T. U." is just as definite a unit of measure
as one bushel or one gallon, or one yard, or one pound.
Now taking up your arguments in order, one cord of
hardwood in this territory sells for an average of $12.00
delivered to you, It weighs an average of 3500 pounds and
each pound containsan average of 4000 "B, T. U." By ex-
haustive experiments has been proven, and this can readily
be shown to you; many engineers have determined that
gle heat recovered in }Jsef'ul_wori\'. from wood burned in a
ooking Range or a House Stave, represents an average of
only 10 percent of the entire heat in the wood fired. So
you have in actual work for:

$12.00—1,400,000 “B. T. U."

$1.00—117,000 B, T. U.”

A ton of average good western coal weighing 2000 pounds costs
$15.00 at least. It contains an average of 11,500 “B. T. U."” per
pound and shows an average efficiency of 4. 3 per cent, so for $15.00
you realize 3,289,000 “B. T. U."" or for $1.00 you obtain 219,000
effective "B. T. U.”" (In considering both wood and coal these fig-
ures make no allowances for the cost of labor to handle and fire the
fuel, or the cost, trouble and annoyance of removing and disposing
of the ash in addition: to which much solid fuel is wasted in banked

or smoldering fires when heat is not actually required.) !

Electric heat is as definite and fixed in quantity and quality as
any other source of heat, One kilowatt is 3412 “B. T. U..'«'l as Blhﬂl
Barrvmore aptly said, “That's all there is, there isn't any
more,

Using your own figures $6.00 per month for electric cooking and
lighting and $2.65 per month for your 750 Watt electric water heater,
according to your rates you are buying—

180 kilowatt hours for cooking and electric lights.

180 kilowatt hours in the water heater,

(I am estimating your hot water usage for 8 hours of each day,

per month,)

360 kilowatt hours per month, means 1,228,320 "B. T. U." for
which you pay $8.65 or far $1.00 you are buying 142,000 “B. T. U.”

Now, assuming that your necessary cooking, lighting and water
heat requirements are fully supplied with the 1,228,320 B, T, U.
with which you are supplied monthly, it would take just 2224 cubic
feet of Gas as now supplied in your city to equal this electric heat.
This, according to the Gas Company's present schedule, would eost
you $5.49 a month or for $1.00, you would buy 224,000 “B. T, U.”

Such are the conditions generally throughout the United States
for Heating and Cooking purposes, Gas is cheaper than wood or coal
or electricity by from 10 per cent to 90 per cent. Gas hent is had
immediately when you want it. It is shut off instantly when you are
through with it; it is applied directly to the thing to be heated; it is
more efficient for these reasons and that comprises the principal rea-
sons why the Gas Industry is jumping ah by leaps and bounds.

Mr. Withington Creed of San Francisco is the President of the
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, one of the world's largest pro-
ducers and distributors of Gas and Electricity, for domestic and indus-
trial consumption. At a recent luncheon | heard him say, “We
Pacific Gas and Electric Company) are firmly convinced that elﬂi-'
tricity can never compete with Gas for heating and cooking purposes.

The Southern Oregon Gas Company is converting its plants,
s0 as to enable them to manufacture Gas from an unfailing supply of
local fuels the better to serve its customers, and as more and more
people come to use Gas in your city and as the consumption of Gas
increases the rates will be automatically lowered and are always
controlled by the Public Service Commission of the state of Oregon.

The entire country is alive to the truth of the slogan: “If it's
done with Heat, it can be done best with Gas."

SOUTHERN OREGON GAS COMPANY,"™ vicrro wi comnt s
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