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PLAYING TAG WITH THE POLICE.

' A citizen who teok an extended automobile drive the other
day with two young men was inpressed by the excessive speed
dt which these voung fellows operated their car and the * way
they seemed to enjoy playing tag with the police forces of cities
and towns, Muny other people are using automobiles in about
the same way. These fellows seemed to operate fuirly carvefully
il the center of cities and towns. But when they got a little to-
ward the outskirts of places, they would step on the gus, and
their minimum speed for such locations was about 35 miles per
hour, frequently rising to 40 and 45. At times they would speed
up to 50 and 55, They spent 4 considerable part of the time
looking through the back windows to see if dny cop was pursuing
them, ‘The feeling that some authority might be chasing them
seemed to turm their excursion into a jolly sport. Judging by
their conversation, they had not been entively immune from the
attentions of the police, and had had to do some explaining as to
their habits of driving. The concern that they seemed to feel
about being overhauled by the officers suggested that they were
conscious that theéy were constantly violating the automobile reg-
ulations, These provisions are made for the good of the public,
and people that keep defying them are a threat to the safety ol
the community. Many people who do these things are persons
who in other matters are excellent citizens and law abiding, but
they xoom to think that the automobile laws are a joke, }'lu-_.f take
serious chanees of accident, for when cars are operated at thal
high rate of epeed, there is always a risk that somothing  wili
happen by which they will lose control. The results are likely to
be serivus when cars are being specded at such rates of speed.

Old timers used to brag of the great amounts of grass that
they mowed or the big cornlields they hoed. Some remnant ol
this spirit exists among the housewives, who in some neighbor-
livods compete with cach other to see which shall get the family
wash out the earliest in the morning. Une woman compluing ol
4 nelghbor because ghe {5 8o anxious to get the credit of finishing
her wash first, that she will take u few pieces of clothing ana
hang them on the lne long Letore the whole wash is done, thus
gaining undue credit,  “But the other doy,” she added, “when
she saw me hanging out my wash, she grabbed up a single sheet,
which was all she had done, and rushed out in such a hurry that
she dragged it all over the ground and had to do it over again.
And 1 was glad of it,"” she said. In these times when so many
people are secking to avoid work, this pride in achievement at a
good honest task is guite pleasing to see,
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