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MIDWINTER THOUGHTS

Winter is not the most popular of seasons, parti ularly with
thase who live in cald climates, The short doys are viewed with
dislike. Many peoplo feel dreary and uncomfortable after night-
fall, and no artificial light seems quite sq good for reading oF
work., Yet this curtain of early darkness seems to have a certain
advantage In shutfing out distractions,
mer come, out door plensu all us smd make
our tasks. Peoplo do more work In winter than through the heats
of July and August., They gel into regular habits of industry and
the will seems betler regulated and passing impulses under better
control. People ure more inclined to home making and gocial in-
timacy in the long eveninga. The early nightfnll makes them studi-
ous. They have time to read good books. Daylight. is  precious
throdgh the short dayd. The warning of our grandmothers, to
the offect that “No morning sun will last all day” Is more than
ever shrewd and timely. But the returning sun, riaing a few min-
utes earlier every morping, brings a thrill of antic ipation. The
men sludy sced catalogs, the women also, and the latter are also
looking eagerly al the spring fashions. There is a suggestion ol
hopefulness in the lengthening day, of greater choer and bright-
neds. It is not surprising that the primitive peoples of the earth
worshipped the sun. His departure in  the autumn seomed
ominous to disaster, Wis-approach in the spring seemed the victory
of light and warmth and fertility. There is something majestic
about this anderiy procession of the seasous, and it gives one con-
fidence in the universs, as one feels thut seed time and harvest,
day and night, summer and winter, shall not cease, and each per-
forms its funetion for the n-erricei of man, @ail

THE SMALL BUILDING LOT

it hard to stick to

Regret is expressed in many cases by eity planners, when in
developing rodl estute the land is cut up into very amall Jota, They
fool that it loads to building houses too closely together, and may
make o crowded and unsightly neighborhood, where there is o
fire huzard and lack of room for beantifidfition, Yet it js prob-
ably inevitable, in #hese times of high building costs, that dwell-
ings should be erccled much smaller than previously and that
people should econogize by buying smaller lots of Jand, There
are many famijies whs would do botter if instead of purchasing a
small lot in the thiekly setllod part of a city, they would go into
the outakirts where they cin got o good sized lot Tor o low price,
and where they have room for a vegetable gurden and trees, ghrub-
bery and flowers:  Yet if people bave tuste, (hey can buy a small
lot al}d buifd on It and make the result o work of besuty. A amall
homa constructed after good lines and  nested in shr@bbery and
Tlowers can be just as beautiful as the bigger one on ample lund,
and its demure modesty suggests home foeling anid contentment.
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L0AST  HIGHWAY
GETS APPROVAL

Secretary of Agriculture Ap-
proves Highway System
for Oregon
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By BERT G BATES
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It alwhy= pays builders, also people who are putting up homes for
themsglves to consult the best standards of tasts, In

when books of artistic house plans can be secuved for a very littl
money, there is no exguso for putting  up  ugly dweilings. 1
making n home look attenetive, & considerable percentage cu he
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