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As most large family circles vsually have one member who
tukes a sour view of home relations, so every community has its
kicker and knocker clement, Some persons have a genius
fault finding. According to their story, politics ig full « o corrup-
tion, with all partles about alike, that it is hardly worth w hile for
a citizen to bothor to vote, Business, thoy feel, § and fTull
of cheating and robbery, When they gel down
town, they are always pointing ont faults and {laws, an
saving a word of encouragement and appree lation,
that kind if rarely found doing anything te imprave conditions.
If the community is as badly off as he says, oné would think that
he would feel the absolute necessity of taking hold to do things
better, Yet if you suggest to such a person that he serve on some
gommittes or take up some little responsibility himself al-
most sure to turn you down, Such a person may obey ;;II the
Inws and be in a way a good citizen, yet he does an enormous
amount of harm, He throws a pall of discouragement over en-
terprises that others attempt, and can show all kinds of reasmil
why the same are poorly planned and will be o fuilure, Ilis
eritienl facultios are developed to a high paint of efficiency and
fhe fuultz he finds may often exist, But the trouble iz that he
utlerly fails to renlize that difficultion can be overcome. Men of
an achieving fype recogmize nll the flaws that the knocker point
att, but they do not lie down defented before them. They put
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their wits to waork to remove flaws and overturn obstacles, and
eommonly they succeed. Thus they lift their community and
thomselves (o higher levels of usefulness and prosperity, while

the knocker draga along in the same old rut.
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OF FASHION.

THE SHIFTS

The men folks wateh the vagarios of women's clothing styvles
with soma wonder, and express themselves with gome emphasis
concerning the same.  But they have mighty little infloence over
women us respects fashions. Every extreme of style thal has |
been in vogue for many years has bheen ridiculed nnd carvieatuied
to the limit. The funny men have joked about them, the car-
toonists have exaggerated them. And vet fmr woman goea on
sweetly unconcerned about maseuline oplnion, wearing just what
sho pleases, and altoring her fashions when she gets good and
ready. Probably the reason is that a good looking woman looks
attractive in any style, no matter how freakish it is. A consider-
uble prolest is now being uttored both by men and women against
the return of the long skirte. The lounger crowd are eager for
glimpses of feminine anatomy, while others argue that short
dresses are o healthiul fashion that pernat women and girls to
live a more vigorous active life. Many women are resolving
nover agnin to put on long and eolangling garments.  But will
they be able to stand out against the overpowering sway of
fashion magnates? In previous years there have begn move-
ments toward common senge in dress, and women of independent
habits have alwava robelled against the freaks of style.  Still the
great majority of the sex have copied the styles pretty faithfully
and may do so again. Yot every year the women folks grow more
ndependent, as more of them assume the tusks of men.  The busi-
NEEE Women are |ll‘l‘ll|li‘.'i}.', a bigger factor Year in govern-
g styles, and the time will come when their verdiel will be more
mfluential than that of the queens of sociely.
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That the national prohibition law “brecds erime,” Lhe
opinion of a Sun Francisco grand jury. Any law that curb
evil iz calenlated to “breed erime,” and all because evil mindod
mon insist on currying out therr delermination (o have whal
gaciety. through its conatituted authority, the government, for-
bide ax detrimental to the well being of all the people.  That |
why our jails and penitentarios are full of men whoe refuse o
conform Lo the laws, Where there is no law there can be no
etime, hence, according to the argument of the San Fram
grand jury, becnuse these good laws “breed erime,”™ they are
farce and should be abolished.
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