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THE FAILURES OF SOCIALISM

et — e Y

Socialists often say that if they could get ,J- ssession of
the entire machinery of government, they could make their
plan work much better than it would work in an isolated
colony or in some small industry, Similarly a man might
sav, that ii anyone would give him a manufacturing plant
worth $1,000,000, he could make a business He
might run it a time on its old momentum. But if he lacked
business ability, it would run down in time. Il his ideas
of business were correct, he conle 1 build up an industry from
its foundation, The community’s industrial equipment has
been built up on the plan of individual initiative, which so-
cialists call capitalism. Naturally the could |
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make an improved showing, if they could take and n[ncr:.'.t-'

a great productive plant built up on some theory other

than their own, than if they were forced to test out the
merits of their own theory by creating sueh a plant on the |
basis of their own ideas. All great changes began on a
small seale, When people first invented railroads, they did
not build a track way across a continent the hrwt thing.

They huilt shost lines, and proved the correctness of their
theory on a small scale. Then people would trust them with
capital to build longer lines. If the socialistic theory were
correct, its truth would have been proved long ago, by com-
munities and industries operated prosperously on  that
basis. If socialists want to prove their ideas, they should
start communitics or industries on socialistic lines, and
demonstrate that they will provide more comfort, and more
efficient and fairer production, than individualistic under
takings. Their failure to make such a showing convinces
the people that their project is a false mirage, and that so
clalists ln-[un;: to that class of minds whose practical use-
fulness 1s spoiled hy dwrnlung false illustons.

Thé instinct of humor Il.l" manifested itseli for count
less generations in the custom known as April Fool jokes:
Nowadays this farmless habit is largely confined to child
ren, but in ages and localities where adults were less so
phisticated, evervbody used to indiflge in it. Tnmumerable
generations nfunw'tn {olks hiave been taken off their guard
on this day of deceptions, and have scanned the heavens for
strange birds, have tried to pick up purses attached to
strings, hive bitten into wool doughnuts, Innumerable
young innocents hiave chased around the neighborhood for
left-handed screwdrivers, strap oil, ete,  All these
may bhe considered a foolish habit by severe minds,  Yet
they have led slow witted voung people to wake up, and not
be bamhoozled too e asily, hence have perhaps helped some
to acquire cantion in a \wll I of many 1akes .m-l shams.

The folks who think the young pedpie are going to the
dogs, should read a recent article in The Outlook, telling
of @ questionnaire circulated among 1000 pupils of Bing
hampton, New York, high schoal, m regard to the ideals
and purposes of these young people. The favorite clurae
ters of these young folks were not movie stars and baselball
players, as some might imagine. They were Lincoln,
Roosevelt, and IPlorence Nightingale. Tl petsoral
achicvements that most of them valued highest, were lielp
mg others, thrift, school success, music and writing. W hen
asked to =ay Iln\\ they wonld spend $5000 if given thetn,
425 said they would invest it, 182 woukd use
eduecation, and 38 wonld take it to hielp
Young people who cherish such ambition:
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