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MODERATE COST ROADS.
Many localities that feel they cannol .\l‘r-rl new roads ol

macadam, brick or cement, might secure exvellenit highways at

much less expenge, by the intelligent use of mate Il;.ls found near
home,

This hes heen illustrated at Hanover, Mas
but thes
condition
with a stegm roller,

They originally
had o good system of gravel roads, were injured by
automobiles until they were in a serious

They finally broke up sections of road
and excavated the old surface six inches or more. They provided
drnins and filled the center of the road with field stone, They thet*
covered it with gravel five inches thick, and after thorough roll-
ing, applied rond oils and later surfacing preparations. Now the
road stands up under a heavy and incressing traffic without
showing weakness,

For the past six years the town has spent $4154 per mile for
canstruction and maintenance of 16 miles of this road. Praacti-
cally all of it is now in firsl elass condition, and the cost over a
period of years ought to be very moderate.

After completion any wenk spots that show up sre carefully
mended with peas stone and cold patch materinl. Each year i
surface cont of the binder is applied where needed, and covered
with coarse, sharp sand.

Another example of good roads built at moderate expense
with materinl from near home, has been given on the sand road:
of Palk county, Flarida, where one of the most extengive projects
in the south hae been undertafen. They used an ssphalt surface
with elay 68 a busis and in some gections a sand clay mixture. The
completed 16-foot roads cost a little less than $10,000 a mile. The
effort was made ns far as poasible to buy nothing but asphalt and
cement outside the state. The immediate result of the improve-
ment was that property values trebled, with n tax rate increase
of but two mille. They built 217 miles of road. Experiences like
these suggest that perhaps Douglas county could secure the im-
provement of its county ronds at less cost than many have thought
possible.
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STABILIZING PRODUCTION,

—

When the United Stateg unemployment conference adjourned

Sdast fall, it left permanent committess to carry on ita work, and

gne of the matters to receive further attention was that of statal-
‘Azing production. These committees are studving how to assist
the industries to operate more continuously. [ the mills and fac-
tories ecould keep running more regularly, it would reduce the
ceosts of production, make prices lower, remove much labor un-
rest. . One reagon for dissatisfaction with present soctal conditions
18 that working people feel fearful all the time of being thrown
out of work or luid off. Leading business anthorities urge manu-
fhcturers and wholesalers to plan their selling eampaigns in such
o way as to secure more continuous operation, Formerly many
woneerns would send out their salesmen about twice a year, Be-
tween the time thoat their spring orders were completed and be-
fore the fall orders came along, there was always a gap, and
similarly in the other half of the year. 1If they could only have
planned their selling campaigns so as (o have gotten in some
business for those dull periods, conditions in those industries
could have boen greatly improved. Muany strikes would not ocenr
If the wage earmors folt confident that work would be more regu-
lar,  But realizing from past experience that they would have to
lie idle a numbor of weeks in every year, they become
gressive in their demands for higher pay st time
are running well. The factory that so plans its

more nge-
A when th
campaigns

shops

"41]!' v

that it ean work continuously will undersell competitors. 1t can
tllford totike orders at low prices because its chiarges for laboy
and overhead expense will be relatively low. Many staple pro
ducts like coul could be produced for less if plans could only be
made for rogular operntion.
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