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TRUCKS AND TRAINS.

Good roads propaganda is always well received, despite the
inereased taxes which follow., The farmers accept it because
highway improvements simplifies their marketing problem and
venders their property more accessible. City folks are friendly,
for it tends to make their country drives more enjoyable, Shippers
are in accord, for shipping by truck has many and obvious ad-
varlages, remarks an exchange.

But figures recently collated in Towa indicate that, in the
course of a single vear, 489 public service trucks prodlced 6,440,-
210 ton-miles of transportation, Allowing but one man to the
truck, for loading, driving, repairing, soliciting business and col-
lecting bills, this means 13,710 ton-miles to the man for the year.
In 1918, which may be taken for an average year, the nation's
railroads produced 220,500 ton-miles and 28,700 passenger miles
of transportation to the man, counting everyone connected with
them from section hand to president.

What does it mean?

Everywhere we hear how the motor truck helps to solve the
nation’s transportation problems, yvet the railroads are suflering

for lack of business. Haye we forgotten how large a share of the

cost of truck transportation falls upon the taxpayer?

There is not a highway in the United States today that will
stand up under truck traflic. No one has yet discovered how to
build one that will, and, even did we know, the cost would prob-
ably be prohibitive at present. We do not know that roads which
cost $50,000 a mile will not stand up under the pounding.

Now the state of lowa is considering building up its neces-
sary secondary roads with gravel or macadam, purely in the
farmers’ interest, It does not propose to build $50,000 roads
where §5000 roads will serve. Every state in the Union will watch
with interest.
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OUTLOOK FOR 1922 VERY FAVORABLE,
.

The business depression of 1920 is sometimes compared with
similar breaks in 1893 and 1873. It was significant of financial
history of both these periods, that as soon as inflated currencies
and credits had been liguidated, there was a continuous gnin of
business. The progress was not by fits and starts, but as soon as
the dangerous conditions of inflation had been removed, the re-
sistless forces of human enterprise promoted activity,

The final stage in a period of depresgion is marked by the
fall in interest rates. The capital that had been tied up in inflated
enterprises is released, and is ready for legitimate business at
reasonable rates, When that period comes, human ambition
tends toward expansion. Every man with a desire lo make
money comes forward and starts new undertakings, or cunlarges
old ones, Thus idle men are set to work and the buying power ol
the public improves.,

The past six months have seen very favorable signs. The
decline of interest rates shows that the inflated period has passed.
And 1,500,000 men are reported to have been put to work since
last September. The general reports of Christmas (rade indicate
a good business, These signs seem to indicate a much move rapid
resumption of prosperity than occurred after 1893 and 1873,

The gensationnl advance of exchange on Great Britain is a
movernent o, great significance. It shows that the leading com-
mercial nation of BEurope is getting ready to do business at the
old stand. The more nearly its currency comes to par, the more
goods it can buy in the United States,

I may be several years hefore the country reaches any high
peak of prosperity. In such times people engage in stich reckless
speculation that these periods are not an unmixed blessing.,  But
in the absence of any cause that could create general disaster, it
seems cortain that 1922 will be a far better year than 1921,
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CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING PLAN.

————————

The se-called Capper-Volstead bill for co-operative marketing
af Tarm products is one of the most imporfant measures before
vongress, L not merely has the unanimous support of the agri-
cultural group, but many ¢onsumers’ organizations favor the idea.

Some people assert that such legislation would admit a form
of organization for handling agricultural products that would not
ditter théoretically from the control now exercised by many trusts
and combinations that handle fuctory merchandize. Bui the farm-
ers movement differs from many monopolistic propesitions, in
that it seeks to make a real step toward efficiency, by helping the
farmers as g group to do their own marketing, rather than hiring
other people to do it for them.

1t

The rapld growth of the co-operative marketing movement,
indicates that the farmers find that it gives them a larger return
for their product.

Even if the resull is not lo docreanse prices to the consumer,
the general public may benefit.  Buginess has been held up in the
past yoar by the fact that the farmers, owing to low prices of
their produets, could not buy as much factory stufl as they used
1o, Bt if by better methods of distribution they can got o lurger
proportion of the price that the consumer pavs, then the agricul-
taral population will be able to buy more factory products. This
will enable mills that have run irregularly during the past vear, to
operate with less interruption,

The problem is to keep the consumer’s food costs where thes

o lower, wnd Lo got a larger proportion of the price paad to
the producer.

ar
It that ean be accomplished by new marketing
plans, & tremendous gain for the entire country will be achioved.
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Nothing saddens an older person ke secing two yvoung pe
ple married who, he thinks, are hound to make u failure, and fow
things frritate him o much as to find out later that they haven't.

GOOD EVENING FOLKRS—

They used (o tell us n story when
we were Kids about a man who once
found a 86 bill an the sidewalk. He
was so tekled over finding so much
mones that be spent the rest of his
e looking for more but he Kept his
hsadd bent down so much of the thine
that it finally grew that way, and
i he went (o ook up, which he sels
o odbd, D tusd (o lean back to do
Jt.  We Just cite this pititul stocy
as o warning o the bimds of today
whoe hinve gotten In the way of Keep-
Ing thele vyes down.  The glels can
ftell you what we mean.

s 9

nu appralsing glance at v fhgure
when passing a pl.nle‘shn wlndan.
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THE CASE OF GOGEY MosPIKE.
A light-flugersd  (ellow  was  Goofy
Moesplke,
Aud it was his regulnr habic
When he beheld something he oo
cled ho'd Nke
To streteh forth his fogess and
nab 6
He casually pulled off a teivial hanl
sSince his object was sput, e
than hooty—
A peneil, or apple, or anything small,
He stole from s warped sense of
doty.

F thilnk §ocan curve bim." o specinl-
ist sald,
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Noon Jan. 16th

NEW YORK, Dee. 28 —~Women
from mll over the Unlted States e
here toduy 1o attend a lunchean «
memornting the MHethday of Wooil-
row WiHson, AL 1he sime Hioe they
were lo gelebrate the first anndver
wary of the plan to hopor the former
preafdent throueh a permanent foun-
dation.

Plans for ralsing at loast 81,000 -
noo as o fund to endow periodie
awards for “moritorlons sorviee to
deworracy, publle  welbire, liberal
thought or peace through paslee,”™
nnpoundod to Lo aklug pro-
grosn.  The campatgn Tor this fund
will begin on Janpary 106, the pariod
hetween noon and 1 o'clock p, m, on
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