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MOTOR TRUCKS AND AU TO STAGE.S

Considerable agitation is going on in this state at the present
time in reference to motor truck and auto stage traffic on our pub-
lic highways. There is much anxiety lest our present system of
highway construetion be practically wiped out within the next
few years by the heavy tonnage earried by motor trucks and the
overlouding of auto stages, Other stales are experiencing a like
condition and where paved roads have been in use for several
years drastic action is being taken to eurtail the traffie referred
to in order to save the highways from complete destruction.

The state of Californin is now wrestling with the problem,
many of the fine highways of the state having been completely
wrecked by the continuous heavy traffic they have been required
to withstand the pust few years. Commenting on this phase of
the state’s highways the San Francisco Bulletin recently had the
following to say:

“When California started her policy of highway construction
she was building for the future and preparing for progress, but in
the most optimistic imagination there was no thought of the auto-
mobile, auto stage and auto truck development that has since taken
place.

“The meaus of caring for increased traffic have increased
that traflic beyond the means of caring for it. In providing for
progress we have so multiplied its rate that we must now make
fresh provision unless we are to stand still. We built roads to
attract traffic and we have attracted more traffic than our roads
can carry.

“It is a matter for congratulation rather than for complaint.
Progress can never come too rapidly for the people of California.
Always we shall be prepared to meet it. but in respect of the prog-
ress of transportation on the state highways we must make imme
diate preparation for more roads, wider roads and roads main-
tained in a better state of repair.

“The all-important problem is one of finances, and in view of
the heavy bonded indebtedness ineurred and to be incurred ir
connection with highway construction we must look for additiona!
sources of revenue.

“Primarily, the state highways were built for the convenience
of the people—for all the people, and not for the special conven-
ience of a limited number making a special use of them.

“The people of California have benefitted to such an extent
that from 1913 to 1920, or the period of the new highway policy
the number of automobiles has inereased from 98,399 to 535,000
in 1920, This progress has increased beyond the width eapacity
of certain roads between particular points, but in no instance does
it appear to have been responsible for the tearing up of the high
ways, Damage of this kind has been done by the hard-tived, over
loaded and rapid moving auto trucks and by speeding anto stages
loaded beyond their passenger limit,

“The law provides a maximum weight per inch of tire in con-
taet with the road, but on the five hundred trucks esamined the
maximum was exceeded.  As the report states: ‘It is apparent tha!
il truck operators are permitted to use the highways without
police supervision, a few unreasonable truck operators will wreck
any road system that may be buill.’ We have laws against over
loading, but they are not enforced.

“They are manifestly inequitable in respeet of the taxes
levied upon auto trucks and auto stages.  Owners of such vehicles
are running them for profit, and they should be made to pay i
preportion to the extra use they make of the roads. We try G
make the railroads pay all the taxes that the teaflic can bear, but
their competitors on the highways have roads built for them af
the publie expense, and they got off with & nominal leense fee
The auto stages are protected from competition, but they pay
nothing commensurate with their special privilege and their wear
and tear of the highways., Together with auto trucks they should |
be compelled to bear a fair gshare of the cost of repairing the spe- |
cial damagre for which they are responsible,

“The highways were built to attract tourist teaflic and not to
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A hypocrite 18 a man who eats
cloves to make his friends think he
has had a drink.
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A lot of young fellows In Rose-
barg will broak their necks chasing
a ball around the pool table——and if
they'd show half as much ambltion
looking for u job they'd be better off.
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SHE DON'T WANT TO GET WELL.
In eerly dave when the land was new
Apd swamps were everywhere,
Mosguitoes hmilt their nests in them
And cluttered up the nir:
And when one bit o Indy fale
And arne shook her frame,
They ealled a doe and he presevibed
Some guinine for the dame.
Mut things nre very dfferent now,
For overythine is dry;

There Is no nesting place for hugs—

But one thes say got by
And when this jarz-bug bites the
dame
And she hegins to shake,

They merely enll It “shimmy"—

And there's nothing she can take.
. %
A woman who is a nag doesn't Hke
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Home demonstration work carvied on by representatives of |

the United States dopartment of agriculture, co-operating wi'h
the state agricultural colleges, through an organization compaos A
of the people of the community, was undoubtedly much better u

derstood af the end of 1920 than it was the year provious. People
began to have a greater sense of their responsibilities with regarid
to the problems of better living. The relation of food to hum: o

efficiency, of clothing to health and economy, of improved hous: |
hold conditions and conveniences (o living standards appears ‘

have been more clearly appreciated. The proof of this is the |
creasad number of rural women who acted as loeal leaders of dem
onstrations, or who lent their support. crcouragement and per
sonal interest to home demonstration work in the counties, Mem- |
bership in the county extension organization incrensed in prac
cally every state; in several states as much as 50 per cont Al |
states in the north and west report work in 1920 in some ph
clothing, nutrition and home management work, Food proser o
tion was a project in every state but one, henlth in all hut 1wo
and food production by women, especially poultry improvement,
was carried on in practieally all the western and middle stites
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Mary of your life mistakes have been mide in conversation
by “stepping on the gas” when you ought to have vaed (i brake

You'd think she would be, but a light-headed giv) hardly ever
io clear-headed
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