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CREATEST BATILE OF WAR EXPECTE

10 DEVELOP WATHIN A FEW DAYS

Germany is Gathering Her Reserves and is Preparing to Put -

Her Full Forces on the Western Front—British Continue
Their Advance Along the Entire German Front

FRENCH ARE PREPARING FOR GREATEST DRIVE OF THE WAR

Plans Are Being Made By (he Government For Building Theee Thousand Wooden
Vessels, lo Be Compleled Wilkin (he Next Three Years---The Stale Deparlment
Denied Knowledge of Any Peace Overlures from Ihe German Government

LONDON, April 12.=-The grentest battle of the war is com-
ing soon.  Germany is gathering hey resources, preparing to put
her full forees on the western front, accordimg to General Mau-
rice, director of military operations, inoan anterview  toduay.
Htumhlm;., over shippery hummocks, sticky mudholes and moving
in the mogt wintery weatler in 30 vears, the British ramimed their
line further against the Germans, The British thrast forward
two formidable wedges 4t Moniehiyle and Bullscourt, bringing
cnormons pressure against the sides of the wedges, attempting 1o
foree the Germuans from the intervemngeground.  Against these
wedges the Germans made constant counter attacks. The British
artillery is continuing its awiul steady pounding.  General Hag's
men gre Herall=blnsting their way forward.

Parig reports pew activity, indicating that the
preparing for aogrent spring deiye,

BUILD MANY WOODEN VESSELS.
Li f;'_-r Rabort W, Bewder)

WASHINGTON, April 12 —Plans are made
of 20060 wooden véssels of 000 tons each,
the next threee venrs. Thespluans b J
Wilsan, the boats Lo be used in teansporting Tood and sipplies to
the wllies. The Government shipping hoard has called apon 1510),-
000" Tumbermen and woodworkers to hegin work inonediately.
aeh ship will be manned by a teained gun crew, and slso equip-
ped with anti-subimarine wireless,  Commencing  Nos -:mluq st
three ships daily will be put into service, Seventy per cent af the
ships will be ailt apon the Paciiie Coast, and the vessels taken
through the Panama canal, losded with lumber

EXPLOSION KILLE ONE MAN,

PHILADELPHIA, April 12.—0ne person was killed and one
imjured in an explosion m Franhfort arsenal, The explodion was
“purely aceidental,” aceording to Major Pelot, arsenal officer
Conclusive evidence was found. he said, showimg the careless re-
moval of a timer fraom a shell fus iu which caused the aceident

PEACE OVERTURES ARE SCENTED

COPENHAGEN, April 12.—There are appare |-.|_.
reports that the German Toreism office is mking pod
to the United States.  Further details ave uns an.mm'niu bt it is
understood that Secretary of State Lansing | dlvendy received
overtures. It s reported that Colonel TToose, persongl Meiemnd ol
{lhie President, mav be sent o The Fague Coyogon unoilioi] von-
lerenee,”
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ANTILGERMAN OU'TRREARS RERMORTED
RIO DE JANEIRO, April 12—Serious rman ot -
breaks at San Paolo marked the public insistence for wiy
Germany. An Austrinn break is expected today,
SEPARATE PEACE ASKED
LONDON, April 12.—An Fxchange Teleg
sorted that Bulgarinn delegates are in Switzen
ile peaee with representitives of the entente allivs.
RECRUITING OF MEN CONTIN UES,
WASIHINGTON, Apvil 12—The vecruiting ol the National
Guitd to 100 in el company continaes, and ks will prababily
lber be inereased to 160, so the War Department announeed,
BULGARIA BREAKS RELATIONS
WASHINGTON, April 12 —It is veported that B rig has
broken refuations with the United States,  The action is o surprise
heve in oflicial and diplomatic cireles.  The State Department de-
nied knowledge of the rupture, and the Bulgavian legntion states
that no news Has venched them from home Tor some time,
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PHILADELPHIA, Apnil "There s no evidinee of 2
plot, according to an vificial nent by Charles Post, state fire
marshal, alter makime & carefyl vy ol Lhe vatonie
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\USTEIA PRESSING FOR PEACE,
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ROME. April 12 \. mstria is presaing the Pape to move for
peace, aecording to a report Tron authenti \Vatican cireles L Or-
plere Dalla Sera declared thiatl the Pope was rorweng Lo proeegd
“for diplomatie rensons”
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