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he President’s Address,
to Congress.

T

bellef that it peeded but a brief execu-
tive sugzgestion to congress to recelve im-
mediate answer to the duty of making
instant provision for the posalble and per-
haps speedily probable emergency of war,
and the remarkable, aimost unique, spec-
tncle was presented of a unanimous vote
of both houses on the Sth of March ap-
propriating §54,000,000 ‘*for the natlonal de-
fense and for each and every purpofie con-
nected therewlith, to be expénded at the
dizeretion of the president.'” =

That thia act of provision eame none
too scon was disclosed when the appliea- |
tion of the fund wnans undertaken. Owur |
ports were practieally undefended; our
navy nesded large provision for Incrensed
ammunition and sepplles, and even num- |
bers to cope with any sudden attack from |
the navy of Spain, which comprised mod- f

ern vessels of the highest type.of contl-
nental perfection. Qur army also re-
quilred enlargement of men and muni-
tlons, The detalls of the hurried prepa-
rations for the declded contingenoy I8 told
in the reports of the secretaries of war |
and of the navy, and need not be repeated |
here.

It is sufficlent to say that the cutbreak |

disclalms any dlsposition or Intention to
exerelse soverslgnty, jurladiction or con-
trol over suld island, except for the pacif.

cation thereof, and asserts {ts determina--

tion, when that is accormplisbed, 10 leave
the government and control of the Island
to {ts people.”
Rupture of Negotiations.
This resolution was approved by the ex-

ecutive on the next day, April 20. A
copy Wes at onee communicated tg the
Spanish minister at thia capital, " who

forthwith announced that his continuance
in Washington had thereby hecome impos-
sible, and ssked for his passports. which
were given him. He thereupon withdrew
from Washington, leaving the protection
of Spanish Interests In the United States
to the French ambassador and the Aus-
tro-Hungarinn mintster.

Simultaneously with {ts communication
to the Spanish minlster, General Wood-
ford, the American minlster nt Madrid,
was telegraphed confirmation of the
text of the joint resolution and directed
to communicate it to.the government of
Spaln with the formal demand that It af
ance relingquish 1= authority and govern-
ment In the igland of Cuba, and withdraw

OUR LATE WAR A FEATURE
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To the Senate and House of Representa-~ |
tives: Notwlthstanding the added burdens
rendered necessury by the war, our people
rejolce In a very salisfactory and steadily
increasing degree of prosperity, evidenced
by the-largest volume of business ever |
recorded. Every manufacture has been |
productive, agricultural pursults have |
ylelded abundant returns, labor in the |
fields of industry is better rewnrded, rev- i
enue legislatlon passed by the present
<congress has increased the treasury’s re- |
<eipts to the amount estimated by !tsl
authors, the finnnces of the government |
have been guoccessfully administered nnd |
itz credit advanced to the Arst rank; while
its currency has been maintained st the |
world's highest standard. Military serv- |
fee under a common fag aml for o
rightéous cause has strengthened the |
national spirit und served fo cement mora |
<losely than ever the fraternal bonds. be- |
tween every scction of the country,

A review of the relutions of the United
States to other powers, alwnys appropri-
ate, Is this year of primary Importance,
in view of the momentous issues which
have risen, demanding in one instance the |
s determination by arms and in-
. far-renching consequences which
will require the earnest attention of the |
COngress. 1

In my last annual message, very full |
considerition was given to the question |
of the duty of the govérnment of the |
United States toward Spaln and the Cu- |
ban insurrectlon, as being by far the |
most important problem with which wa|
were cnlled upon to denl. The congldern- |
tlons then advanced, nnd the exposition |
of the views therein expresséd, d;selosed‘

1

my scnse of the extreme gravity of the
situation.

Setting astde, ns logleally unfounded |
or practically inadmissible, recogni-
tion of the Cuban insurgenls as belliger-
ents, recognition of the Independence
of Cuba, neutral intervention to end the
war by Imposing a ratlonal compromise
betwoef the contestants, intervention In
favor of one or the other party and the |
forelble annexation of the island, I con-
ecluded it was honestly due to our friendly
relatlons with Spain that she should be
glven u reasonable chance to reillze her
expectations of reform to whiech she had
become irrevocably committed.

Within a few weeks previously she
had dnnounced comprehensive plans
which it was confidertly: asserted would

be efficacious to remedy the evils  so
deeply affecting our own ‘country, so in-
jurious 1o the true interests of the
mother country, as well as tp thoss of
Cubn, and so repugnant Lo the universal
sentiment of humanity.

Fallure of Antonomy.

The ensulng months brought. little sign
of real progress toward the pacification
of Cuba. The nutonomous edministra-
tlon set up In the caplinl and some of
the prinecipal eclties appeared not to guin
the favor of the inhablianots nor o be
able to extend thelr Influence to the large
extent of territory held by the Insurgents,
while the military army, dbviously unable
to cope with the still actlve rebellion,
contlnued many of the most abjectionable
and offensive policles of the government
that had preceded It. No tangible rellef
was afforded the wast oumbers of un-
happy reconcéntrados, despiie the reit-
erated professions made In that regard
and the amount appropriated by Spain-to
thut end. The proffered expedient of
gonee of cultivation proved lllusory: In-
deed, no less practical nor more delusive
promises of succor could weil have been
tendered to the exhausied and destitute
people, stripped of all that made life and
home denr, and herded In a strange re-
giown.  among unsymputhetic sirangers
hardly less necessitous than themselves,

By the end of December the mortality |
among them had frightfully iIncrensed.
Conservative estimntes from Spanish |
sources placed the deaths nmong thest
distressed people at over 40 per cent from
the ume General Weyler's decree of
reconcentration was enforced. With the
acquicscence of the Spanish authorities, a
scheme wons adopted for ro!lof‘by charita- :
ble. contributions raised In tnls muntry‘
and diotributed, under the direction of the
consul-general and the several consEyls,
by noble and earnest individual r,-rrm:!
through the prganized agencies of the
American Red Cross. Thousands of lves
were thus saved, but many thousands
more were inaccesiible to such forms of
‘J'gile war contipued on the old footing
without comprehensiva plan, dtew;la:‘zlnf

s the sambe spasmadic encouniers, wir-
g&olthstrateslcnresuh, that had .Illul'l!.l:‘d
the codrse of the earlier 10 years' rebel-
lion, as well as the present Inmirrection
from {t= start. No alternative save physi-
eal exhaustion of either chbmbatant, an‘d
therewithnl the practical rulm of the lIsi-
and, luy io sight. but how far distant no
one could venture to conjecture.

Destrurtlon of thf Mnine.

At this juncture, on tha 1ith of Febru-
ary last. occurred the destruction of the
batile-ship Maine, while rightfully lying
in the harbor of Havana on & misslon of
internntional courtesy and good will, &
catastrophe the suspicious natute and
horror of which stirred the nation's heart
profotindly. It is a swiking eyldence of
the polse and sturdy good sense distin-
gulshing our natlonnl character that this
ghocking blow, falliing upon a Eenerous
people already’ deeply touchied by» pre-
ceding eventa in Cuba, did not move them
to. desperate resolve to tolerate no longer
the existence of a condition of danger and
disgrder utPour doors that made possible
such n deed by whomsotver wrought.
Yot the instinct of justice prevalied, and
the nation anxiously awalted the resuilt
of the searching investigation at once sot
on foot. The Nnding of the naval board
of Inquiry established: that the ovigin of
the explosion was external by a subma-
rine mine, and only halted, through lack
of positive testimony, to fix the respondl-
bility of its authorship. =4

FREPARATIONS FOR WAR.

Congress' Appropriantion of Fifty Mil.
lions for Nationnl Defense.
—= X
All those things carried conviction to
the most thoughtful, even beforc the
finding of the naval eourt, that & erials
in our relations with Spaln and toward
Se strong was this

| ple’s right to Independence,

of war, when it did come, found our na-
tion mot unprepared to meet the conflict,
nor was the apprehension of coming sirife
confined to our own country. It was feit
by the continental powers. which. on April
6, through their ambagsadors and envoys,
addressed to the executive an expréssion
of hope that humanlty and moderation
might mork the course of this govern-
ment and people, and that further nego-
tintions would lead to an attempt. which,
while securing the maintenance of peace,
would affirm all' necessary guarantees for
the re-establishment of order m Cuba.
In responding to that presentatlon 1
also shared the hope which the envoys had

| expressed, that peace might be preserved

In & manner to terminate the chronle con-
dition of disturbance In Cuba, so injuri-
ous and menacing to our interests snd
trunqulillity, as well as shocking to our
gentiments of humanity; and, while ap-
preciating the humanitarian and disinter-

| ested character ¢f the communication they

had adopted on behalf of the powers, I
stated the confidence of this govern-
ment on fts part that equal appreclation
would be shown for Its earnest and un-
selfish endeavors to fulflil a duty of hu-

| manity by ending a situvation, the indefi-

nite prolongation of which had become
insufferable.
Fropesal of an Armistice.
Still anlmated by the hope of a peace-
ful solution and obeying the dictates of
duty, no effort was reiaxed to bring about

| & speedy eniing of the Cuban struggle.

Negotiations to  this effect continued
actively with the government of Spain
looking to the Immediate conclusion of a
elx months' armistice In Cuba with a
view to effect the recognition of her peo-
Besldes thas,
the insiant revoecation of the order of re-
concentration was asked, so that the suf.
ferers, returning to thelr homes and
alded by united American and Spanieh
effort, might be put In a way lo support
themselves, and by orderly resumption of
the well-nigh destroyed productive ener-
gles of the lsiand contribute to the res-
toration of Its tranquillity and well-being.

Negotintions conilnued for some Htile
time at Madrid, resulting in offers by the
Spanish government which could not but
bo regarded as Inadeguate. It was pro-
posed to confide the preparations of peace
to the insular parllament, y¢t to be con-
vened under the autonomous decrees of
November, 189, but without impairment
in anywise of the constitutional powers
of the Madrid government, which to thut
end would grant an armistice, if sollolted
by the mnsurgonts, for such time ns the
general-in-chief might see fit to fix. How
and with what scope of discretionary
powers the (nsular parlinment was ex-
pected to set about the “preparation of
peace’ dld not appear. I It was to be
by negotlation .with the Insurgents, the
lssue seemed to rest on the one slde with
a body chasen by that faction af the elec-
tors In the districts under Spanieh con-
trol, and on the other, with the Insurgent
population heolding the Interlor country,
unrepresented In the so-called parliament,
and deflant at the suggestion of suing for
pesce.

Authority to Intervene,

Grieved and disappointed at this barren
outeome of my sincere endeavors to reach
a practicable solution, I fait it my duty to
remit the whole question to congress. In
the message of April 11, 1596, I announced
that with this last overture in the direc-
tion of immediate peace In Cuba and its
disappointing receplion by Spain the ef-
fort of the executive was brought to an
end. I again reviewed the alternative
course of actlan which I had prepared,
contluding thic the only course consonant
with International pollcy and cumpatible
with our firmly set historical traditions
was Intervention as a neutri] to stop the
war and check the hopeless sacrifice of
iife, even ‘though that resort involved
“*hostlle sonstraint upon both parties to
the contest, as well to enforce a truce 2s
to provide for eventual mettlement.”

The grounds justifylng that step were
the Interests of humnnity; the duty to
protect the lfe and property of ocur ecitl-

zens in Cuba; the right o check lnjury o |

our cammerce and people through the dev-
astation of the fsland, and, most impor-
tant, the need of removing at once and
forever tha comstant menace and the bur-
dens entailed upon our government by the
uncértainties and perfls of the situation
caused by the unendurable disturbance
In Cuba. 1 sald; “*“The long trinl has
proved that the object for which Spain
has waged the war cannot be attained.
The fire of Insurrection may flame or may
amolder with varying seasons, but it has

| pot been and 1t is plain that It cannot be

extingulshe¢d by the present megod. The
only hope of rellef and repose from a con-
ditlon which cen mo longer he endured
is the enforced pacification of Cuba. In
the name of humanity, inh the name of
clvilization, In behalf of endangered Amer-
fean Interests which give us the right
and duty to speak and to act, the war In
Cuba must stop.”

In view of all this congress was asked to

authorize and empower the president to |
take mieasures to secure A full and final |

termination of hostliitles between Spain
and the people of Cuba and to sécurs to
the Island the establishment of a stabie’
government, capable of malntailning or-
der and ohecorving Its International obll-
gationg, in sgecurings peace and tranquil-
ity and the security of lis citizens as
well an our own, and for the accomplisb-
ment of those ends to use the militury and
naval forces of the Unfted States hs
might be necessary, with added authority
to continue generous relief to the starv.
ing people of Culn,

The response of ¢ongress, after nine days
of enrnest daliberation; during which the
almost unanimois séntiment of your body
was developed on every polnt, enve as (o
the expediency of coupling the proposed
actlon’ with a formal recognition of the
repiiblic of Cuba #s the true and lauwful
government of that Island—a proposition
which falled of adoption—the congresa,
after a conference on the 13th of April, by
a vote of 42 to ¥ In the senate and 311 to
# in the house, passed the meémorable joint
resolution declaring:

“Firgt—That the pecple of the [sland of
Cuba are, and by right ought to be, free
and ndependent,

“Becond—Thatitis the duty of the United
States and the government of the Unlted
Siates hereby demands. that the govern-
ment of Spain at opce relinguish its au-
thority In the [(sland of ‘Ciba and with-
draw _its land and naval forces from Cuba
and Cuban waterm,

“Third—That the presitient of tih United
States be and I8 hereby directed and em-
powered to use the entire land and nawval
forces of the United States and the miiltia
of the several states to such extent as
may be necessary to carry thess resolu-

tions into effect. ]
“Fourth—That the United States hershy

{te forces thersfrom, coupling this demand
with announcements of the Intentions of

| this government as to the future of the |

fsland, In conformity with the fourth
clausge of the resplution, and giving Spain
until noon of April 23 to reply.

The demand, although, as above shown,
officlally made known to the Span-
f#h envoy here, was not delivered at Mad-

rid. After the instructions reached Gen-
eral Woodford on the morning of April 4,
but before he could present themn,
the Spanish minister of state no-
tifled him that wupon the presl-
dent's  approval of the Joint res-

olution the Madrid government, reganding
the act as ‘‘equivalent to an evident dec-
laration of war,” had ordered ita minister
in Washington to withdraw, thereby
breaking off diplomntic npelations between
the two countries and clasing all officlal
communication between thelr respective
countries. General Woodford thereupon
demanded his passporta and quitted Mad-
rid on the same day.

Epaln, having thue denied the demand of
the TUnited States, and Initiated that com-
plete form of rupture of relations which
attends a siate of war, the sxscutive pow-
ers authorized by the resolution were used
hy me to meet the eninrged contingency of
actnal war between Spain and the United
States.

On April 22 T procia'med a blockade of
the northern coast of Cuba, including
parts on sald coast batween Carlennz anid
Buhia Honda mnd the port of Clenfuegos,
on the south conet of Cuba: and on the 23d
I called for volunteers to executs the pur-
pose of the resolution.

The Declaration of War, -
i By my message of April 25, congresa was
\ Informed of the situation, and I recom-
mended formal declaration of the exist-
ence of n state of war between the United
Sintes and Spnin. Congress necordingly
voted on the same day the act aparoved
April 25, 1888, declaring the existence of
such war from and including the 2ist day
of April, and re-enacted the provision of
the - resolution of April 20, directing the
presldent to use all the armed forces of the
nation to carry that act Into effect.

Due notification of the existence of war
as aforesnid was given April & by tele-
‘graph to all the governments with which
the United Stutes malntalped relations, In
order that thelr neotrality might be aa-
sured doring the war. The various govern-
ments responfled with proclamations of
neutrality, ‘sach after Its owh method, It
is not among the least gratifying incldenta
of the struzgle, that the oblientions of
neutrality were jmpartinily dlscharged by
all, often under delicate and difficult cir-
cumstances.

In further fulfillment of International
duty, I lssued, April 28 a proclamation an-
nouncing the treatment proposed to be ac-
corded (o vessels and thelr cargoeés as Yo
blookada, contraband, the éxerciss of the
right of subjects ard the Immuplty of nau-
trel flags and neutrnl goods under the
enemy's flag. A slmilar proclamation was
made by the Spanish government. In the
cofduct of hostilitles,” the rules of the
declaration of Parls, Incloding abstention
fram resort to privatssring, have nccord-
ingly been observed by both belllgerents,
although neither was a party (o that dec-
laration,

Meeting the Emergency.

Our country thus, after an interval of
half a century of pesce with all natfons.
found Itself engaged In deadly conflict with
a fore gn enemy. Every nerve was stralned
to meet the emergency. The résponse to
the initial eall for 125,000 voluntesrrs was
| Instant and complete, as was also the re-
| sult of the second call, of May 5 for 75,000
additional wvolunteers. The ranks of the
regular army were Increased to the Hmit
provided by the acf of April 2. The en-
Hated force 0f the navy on the 1Gth of
August, when [t reacheéd |ta' maximum,
numbered 24128 man and apprentices, Ona
| hundred and three versels wors added to
the nuvy by purchase, one wns opresented
to the government, one leased and four ves-
] sels of the International Navigatlon Com-

pany, the Bi. Paul, 8t Louls,
New York and Paris, were char-
tered. In addition to these, ths
revenoe cutters and lighthouse tenders

were turned over to the navy department
and became toprporarily a part of the aux-
fllary navy. Tae maximum effective fighi-
ing force of the navy during the war, sep-
arated Into clnasea, was as follows;

Four battle-ships of the first cines, 1 bat-
tleshin of the second class, 2 armored
eruisers, 6 coast-defense mwonitors, 1 ar-
mored rim, 12 protected cruisers, 3 unpro-
tected crulsers, 18 gunboats, 1 dynamite
eruiser, U tarpedo-boits, 4 old vessels of
the old navy, Ineluding monitors.

Auxillary crulsers—28 convertéd yachls,
27 converted tugs, 10 converted colllers, a
revenue cutters, 4 lighthouse tenders and
19 miscellnneous vedsels.

Much alarmn wus felt along the entire
Atlantic seaboard lest an attack might be
made by the enemy. Every precauntlon
was taken to prevent possibla Injurvy to
our greant cities lying along the coast
| Temporary gurrisons were provided, drown
from the state militla and Infantry, a&nd
light batteries were drawn fromr the volun.
teer force. About 12000 troops were thus
empioyed, The coast signal serv.ce was
estnblished for observing the approach of
an enemy's ships to the coast of the Unlt-
ed Blates and the lighthouss servica ¢o-
operated. which enabled the navy depart-
ment to have all portions of the Atlantic
coast from Maine to Texas under obseérvi-
ton,

The auxilinry navy was created under
the nmuthority of congress, and was offi-
coered and mannad by the naval militia of.
the several sinites. This organization pa-
trolled the coast and performed the duty
| of a second arm of defense

Defense of the Coast Line,

Pnder the direction of the chiel engl-
neer, submirine mines were placed at the
most exposs=d points. HBefore the war
permanent minlng casemates and cable
galleries had beén placed in all fmportant
harbors” Most of theé torpedo material
wis not to be found In the market, uand
had to be specially manufactured. Under
vdate of April 1, district officers were di-
rected to take all preilminary measures,
‘stort of the actual attaching of the load-
ed mines to the ecable, and on Aprll 2
telegraphic orders were lesued 1o pince the
louded mines In position. The aggregute
number of mines placed was 18, at the
principml harbors from Malne to Califor-
nia. Preparations were also made for the
‘planting of mines at certain other harbprs,
but owing to the early destruction of the
Spanish fieet the mines were not placed.

The signal corps was promptly organ-
ized and performed service of the most
difficult and lmportant character.
operations during the war covered the

tlons, the establlshment of telgphonic and-
telegraphie faciliticy at camps at Manlla,
at Santiago and in Porig Rico. There were
constructed 300 miles of -line at I0 great
| cpmps; thus facllitating miiitary move-
meénts from those pointsin & manner here-
tofore urknown In military administra-
tion. Field telegraph lines wers estab-
liszhed and malntained under the enemy’s
fire at Manila and later the Manila-
Hong Kong cable was reapened,

In Porto Rico, cable communication was
cpened over a discontinued route, and on

wete Kept In telegraphie and telephonic
communication with the division com-
manders on four different lines of oper-
atlons. There was placed in Cuban waters
B completely outfitted cable ship with
war cables and cable gear sultable both
for the destruction of communications be-
longing to the enemy and the establish-
ment of our own., Two ocean cables were.
destroyed under the enemy's batteries at
Santlago.
ing of General Shafter's corps at Cal-
minera, within 20 _miles of the landing
pluce, cable communication was estab-

direct communication with the govern-
ment at Washington. Thia service was
invaluable to the executive in directing
the operatlons’ of the army and navy.
With a total force of over 1300, the loss
was by disease In camp and fleld, oMceers
and men included, only five,

The national defense fund of $50,000,000
was expended in large part by the
army and the navy, and the objects for
which It was used are fully shown In the
reports of the several peeretaries, It was
a most timely appropriation, enabling the
government to strengthen Its defenses and
10 make preparations greatly needed In
cane of war. This fund being Inadequate
to the requirements of equilpment and for
the conduct of the war, the patriotism of
congress provided the means in the war
revenue act of June 13 by authorizing a
3 per cent popular loan, not to exceéed
$400,000,000, and by levying additional im-
posts and taxes. Of the authorized loan,
$200,000,000 waa offered and promptiy taken,
the subscriptions so far exceeding the
call as to cover It many times over.
While preference was givén to the small-
er bids, no =ingle allotment exceeded
$5000, This was o most encouraging and
significant result, showing the wvast res
sources of the nation and the determinm-
tion of the people to uphold thelr coun-
try’'s honor,

PROGHESS OF THE CONFLICT.

Series of Vietorles for

Amerienn Arms.

| Brillinnt

It iz mot within the provinee of this
message to narrate the history of the
extraordinary war that followed the

| Spanish declaration of April 21, but a
brief recital of its more sallent features
is eppropriate, The first encounter of the

| war in point of date tock place April

27, when a detachment of the blockading
squmirun mude B reconnolssnnee In foree
ln.: Muatangas, shelled the harbor fortifica-
tions and demolished several new works
in constroction,

Dewey nt Moniln.

The next engugement was destined to
mark o memorable epoch in maritime war-
fare. The Pncific fleet, under Commo-
dore George Dewey, had lain for some
weeks at Hong Kong. Upon the colonial
prociamation of neutrality belng lssued
and the customary 24 hours' notlee being

EKong, whenve it proeceeded to the Philip-
pine islands under telegraphlc orders to
capture or destroy the formidable Span-
I=h fleet then assembled at Manila, At
daybreak on May 1 the American foroe
entered Manlla bay, and after a few hours’
engagement &ffected the totul destruction
of the Spaniah fleet, consisting of 10 war-
shipg and a transport, besides capturing
the naval station @nd forts at Cavite, thus
annihilating the Spanish naval power in
the Pacific ocean and completely control-
ling the bay of Maniia, with the ability
to take the city at will.. Not a life was
lost on our ships, the wounded number-
ing ‘only seven, while not a wvessel wasg
materinlly injured. For this gallant
achievement congress, upon my reécom-
mendation, fitly bestowed upon the actors
preferment and substantial reward,

The effect of this remsrkable victory
upon the spirit of our people and upon the
fortunesof the war was Instant. A prestige
of invineibility thereby attached to our
arms which continued throughout the
struggle. Relnforcements were hurried to
Mnanila undecr the command of Major-Gen-
eral Merritt and firmily estabilshed within
sight of the capital which lay helpless be-
fore our guns. ©On the Tth day of May
the government waa advised offcially ot
the victory at Manila, and at onoe inguired
of the commander of our fleet what troops
were réquired. The information was re-
celved on the 15th day of May, and the
firet army expedition salled May 25 and
arrived pt Manile Jung 30. Other expedi-
tions moon foilowed, the total force con-
slsting of 641 officers and 15,068 men.

No Divided Victory.

Only reluctance (o cause needleas Joss
of life and property prevented the early |
storming and capture of the elty, and |
therewith the absoluts military occupation |

|

of the whole group. The i{nsurgenis,
meanwhile, had reésumed the active hos-
tilitles suspended by the uncompletsd
truce of December, I1E5T. Thelr forces In-
vested Manlla on the northérn and east-
ern slde, but were constralned by Admiral
Dewey and General Merritt from atlempt-
ing an assault. It was ftting that what-
ever was to be dome im the way of de-
c'#lve operations In that guarter should be
acdamplished by the strong arm of the
United States alone.

Oheying the atern precept of war, which
enjoing the overcoming of the adversary
and the-extinetion of his power wherever
assallable as the speedy and sure means
to win a peace, divided victory was not
permissible, for no partition of the rights
and responsibllities attending the enforoe-
ment of a just and advantageous peace
could be thought of.

Following the adopilon of & comproehin-
Elve schems of geéneral attack, powerful
forces were assembled at varlous polnts ou
our eoast to invade Cuba and Perto Rico.
Meanwhile, naval demonstrations were
made at several exposed polnts,. May 11
the crulser Wilmington and torpedo-boat
Winslow* were upsucesssful in an attempt
to gllence the batterles at Cardebas, In
Mateness, Ensign Worth Basgiey and four
seamen falling. These grievous fatalltles
were strangely eénongh among the very
few which oecurred during our nawval
opeératicne in thls extraordinary eonflict.

Moanwhile, the Spanish naval preépara-
tions had been pushed with great vigor,
A powerful squadron under Admiral Cer-
vera, which had assembled at the Cape
Verde isinnds before the beginning of hos-
tilities, had crossed the Atlantic ocenn and
by Its erratic movements In the Caribbean
sea delayed our milifary operations, while
bafMing the pursuit of onr Aeets. For a
time fenrs were felt lest the Oregon and
Marietta, then nearing home sfter thelr
long voyage from San Franclsco of over
15,000 miles, mizght be surprised by Admiral
Cervern’a fleet, but thelr fortunate arrival
dispeiled the apprehensions and lent much
needed reinforcements. Not until Admiral
Cervera took refuge in harbor of
Santiago de Cuba, about May 6, was It
practiéable to plan a systematie military
;tmk upon the Antillean possesalons of
pain.

_ Beveral demonstrations occurréd on the
ecoast of Cuba and Porto Rico In preparas.
tlon for the larger event. On May 13 the
North Atlantic sguadron shelled S8an Juan
de Porto Rico. On May 30 Commodore
Echley'a squadron bombarded the forls
guarding the mouth of Bantlago harbor.
Neither attack had any matarial resalt. It

electrical connection of all voast fortifica-

land. the purposes of commanding officers |

The day previous to the land- |

lished and a cable statlon opened, giving |

given, It repaired to Mirs bay, near Hong |

|
I preliminaries
|
|

Hohson's Herolsm,

“The -next act in the war thrilled not
slone the hearts-of our countrymen, but
the “world, by Jts exceptiona] herolsin.
On the night of Juneé I Lisutenant Hol-
gon, aided by seven devoted wvoluntecrs,
biocked the narrow outlet from Bantlagd

sharbor by ainking, the collier Merrimae In
the channel under a flerce fire from the
|-shore batteries, escaping with their ilves
wns by -a miracle, but falling iuto the
hapds of the Spanlards, It is @ most grai-
Uyng Incldent of the war thnt the briav-
ery of-thig little band of heroes wese cor-
dinlly apprecinted by the Spaniards, who
fent a flag. of truce to notify sdmiral
| Bampson of “their safety and to compli-
ment them upon thelr daring act. They
were. subsequently exchanged, July 7.

By June T the cutting of the last Cuban
| cable isolated the Iland. ‘Thereafter the
| invasion wes vigorously prosecuted. June
| 10, under a heavy protecting fire, a land-
| ing force of 600 marfnes from the Oregon,
Marblehead and Yankee was effected at
Guantanamo bay, where It had been d
termined to establlsh h cable station.
| important and essential port was tdlken
from the enemy after severe fighting by
| the marines, who were the first organized
| force of the United States to land In Cuba,
| The position s0 won was held, despite the
| desperate attempts to dislodge our forces,
| By June 16 edditional forces were landed

and strongly intrenched,

Jung & the advance of the invading
army under Major-Genaral Sbhafter landed
at Dalguirl, about 15 miles east of Santi-

| ago. This was recomplished under great
| difficulties, bhut with marvelous dispaich,
! On June 23 the movement agalnst Santiago
| was begun.

On the 2ith the first serious engngement
took place In which the First and Tenth

cavalry and the First voluntesr cavalry,

Genernl TYoung's brigade of General
Wheeler's division, participated, losing
heavily, By nightfall, however, ground

within five miles of Santiago was won.
The advantage was steadlly Increased.
On July 1 a severs battle took place, our
forces grining the outer works of Bantiago,
and El Caney and San Juan were tnken
after & despernte charge and the invest-
ment of the clty was completed. The
navy co-operated by shelling the town
and the coast forts.
Denirnction of the Armadn.

On the day following thls brilllant
achievement of our land forces, July 3,
occurred the declslve naval combat of the
war, The §Spanish fleet, atiempting to
leave the harbor, wis met by the Ameri-
can squadron under command of Commo-
dore Sampson. In less than three hours
all the Spanish &hips were destroyed.
Two torpedo-hoats were sunk and the Ma-
ria Teresa, Almirante Oquendo, Vizcaya
and Cristobal Colon were driven ashors,
The Spanish admiral and over 130 men
were taken prisoners. While the enemy’s
loss of life waa deplorably large, some
|2{.-fl perishing, on our slde but one man
was killéd and one man sepfously wounded,
Although our ships weére repeatedly struck,
not one was seriously injured. The men
| atso conspicuously distinguished them-
| gelves, from the commanders to the gun-
ners and the unnamed heroése In the
boller-rooms, each and all contributing
toward the achievement of this astound-
ing victory, for which neither anclent nor
modern history affords a parallel in the
completencss of the event and the marvel-
ous disproportion of casuaities. It would
be Invidicus to single out any for speeclal
honor. Deservad promotlon has rewarded
the mc¢re consplcuous actors—the nation’s
profoundest gratitude Is due to gll of those
brave men who by thelr skiil and devo-
| tion In & few short hours crushed the sea
power of Spain and wrought a triumph
whose declsiveness and far-reaching ef-
fepts can scarcely be measured. Nor enn
we be unmindful of the achlevements of
our bhuilders, mechanies and artisans for
thelr skill In the construetion of our war-

ships,

With the catastrophe of Santiago,
Spain’s effort upon the ocean virtually
ceased. A spasmodie sfort toward the

end of Juna to send her Moditerranean
Mect, under Admiral Camara, to relleve
Manila wre abandoned, the expedition be-
ing reenlled after it had passed through
the SBuez canal

Surrender of Santingo.

The capltulation of Santiago followed,
The clity was closely besleged by land,
while the entrance of our ships into the
horbor cut off all relief on that side, After
o truce to allow of the removal of the
noncombatants, protracted mnegotintions
continued from July 8 until July 15, when,

under menace of immedinte nssault, the
of surrender wefe agrecd

upon. On the 17th' General Shafler occu-
pied the elty. The capitulation embraoed
the entire eastern end of Cuba. The num-
ber of Spanish soldiers surréndered was
2000, all of whom were subsequently con-
veyed to Spaln at the charge of the
United States, The story of this success-
ful campaigh 18 told In the report of tha
gecretary of war which will be lald be-
fore you.

The Individual valor of officers and sol-
dlers was never more stflkingly shown
than In the several engngements leading
to the surrender of Bantlago, while the
prompt movements and successive victo-

| rles swon Instant and universal applause.

To thoss who gained this complete tri-
umph which estabjidhed the ascendency
of the United States upon land as the fight
off Santipgo had fixed our suprfemacy on
tho =ons, the earnest and lasting gratitude
of the nntion Is unsparingly due. Nor
shiould we alone remember the gallantry
of the lving: the dead claim our tears,
and our losses by battle and dlsease must
clond any exultation at the resolt and
teach us to weigh the awful cost of war,
however rightfol the cause or however
signal the victory.
Invasion of Porto Rico.

With the fall of Santizgo, the occupa-
tion of Porto Rico became the neéxt strat-
cgic necessity. Generml DMiles had pre-
vlousiy been nssigned to orgunlze an ex-
pedition for that purpose. Fortunately,
he was already at Santlago, where he had
arrived on the 1ith of July with reinforce-
ments for General Shafter's army. With
these troops; consisting of 2il5 Infantry
angd artfilery, two companies ‘of enginecrs
ansd one company of the signal corps, Gen-
ernl Miles left Guantanamo July I, hav-
Ing nipne trunsports convoyed by the tlast
under Captain Higginson, with the Mas-
sachuseits (Negship), Pixle, Gloucester,
Coltimbiz and Ysale, the two latter carry-
Ing troops, The expedition Innded at
Cunnica, July 55, which port was entered
with lttle opposition. Here the fleel was
joined by the Annapolls and Wasp, while
the Puritan and Amphliirite wént to San
Juan and jolned the New Orleans, which
was engaged in blockading that port. The
major-genera) communding was subse-
quently reinforeed by Genernl Behwann's
brigade of the Third army corps, by Gen-
eral Wilton with a part of his division,
and also by Gencrn)l Brooke, with a part
of his corps, numbering in all 16,073 offfcera
and men. On July 27 he entered Ponce,
one of the most important points In the
{sland, from which he thereafler directed
vperations for the capture of the leland. -

With the' exception of ancounters with
the enemy at Gunyamn, Hesrmigueres,
Coamo and Yauco, and an attack on a
foree Ianded at Cape S8an Juan, there was
no serious resistance. The campalgn was
prosecuted with great vigor, and by the
1%th of August much of the {sland was In
our posscssion, and the aeguisition of the
remainder was only a matter of a short
time.

“At most of the points in the faland our
troops were enthusinstically welcomed.
Protestations of loyalty to the flag and
gratitude for delivery from Spanish rule
mét our commanders at evary stage.

As a potent Influence toward peace, the
outcome of the Porto Rican expedition
I= duos to those who participated in iL

Laxt Batfle of the War.

The last scene of the war was eniacted

at Manila, Its starting place. On August

15, after a brier sssault upon the works
by the land forees, in which the squadron
assisted, the capital surrendered uncondl-
tionaliy. The casualties were compars-
tively few. By this conquest of the Phil-
lppine lslands, virtually accomplished
when the Spanish capacity for resistanca
was destroyed by Admiral Dewey's vig-
tory of the first of May, the result of the
war was formally sealed To General
Merritt, his officers andd men, for thelr un-
complaining and devotied services, for thelr
gallantry in action, the nation Is sincerely
grateful. Their long voyage was mada
with singular success, and the soldlerly
conduct of the men; of whom many were
without previous experlence In the mill-
tary service, deserves unmeasured pralse.
Total Casunltics.
The total casualties in killed and wound-

ed in the army durlng the war was as fol-
lows:

OmMcers killed, 21; enlisted men killed,
257: total, 280; officers wounded, 113; en-
listed men wounded, 1464; total, 1577, b

Of the navy, killed, 17 wounded, 67:
SWijed as result of wounds, 1; {nvalided from
edfvice, 6; total, 8L .

Tt Wil be observed that while our navy
was engaged in two great batties and In
numerdus-perilous undertakings In the
blockadeisand bombardments, and more
than 50,000 of Oug”troops were transported
to distant lam and engnged In nssault
and slege and Battl&and many skirmishes
in unfamillar tereftafy, we lost In hoth
arms of the service a fotal of 1688 killed
and wounded, and in thegntire compaign
by land and sea we did nobJass a gun or
a flag, or a transport or a ship, and, with
the exception of the crew of f Merri-
mac, not a soldler or sallor was-laken
prisoner. ™~

Ianding of General
Cuba, and 21 days from the surrender of
Santlago, the United States troops com=
menced ‘embarkation for home, and our
entire force was returned to the United
Stntes as early as August 3. They wers
absent from the Unlted States only two
months.

The Red Cross,

In this connection It is a pleasure for
me to mention in térms of cordlal eppro-
batlon the timely and useful work of the
American Natlonzl Red Cross, both In
relief measures preparatory to the cam-
palgns, In sanitary assistance at several
of the camps of assemblage, and, later,
under the able and experienced leadership
of the president of the soclety, Miss Clara
Barton, on the fislds of batile and in the
hospitals at the front in Cubn. Working
In conjunction with the government
authorities and under-their sanction and
approval, and with the enthusinstic to-=
operation of many patriotlc women and
sacleties In the wvarious states, the Red
Cross has fully maintained Itz already
high reputation for Intense earnestness
and ability to exerclse the noble purposes
of its orgamization, thus justifying the
confidence and support which 1t has. re-
celved at the hande of the American peo-
ple. To the members and officers of this
soclety, and all who alded them In thelre
philanthrople work, the sincere and lnst-
ing gratitude of the soldlers and the pube
lic is due and s freely accorded.

FPEACE NBEGOTIATIONS,
Spain's Overtures for n Ceasntlon of
Hostilltles,

The annihilation of Admirnl CQervera's
fleet, followed by the cepitulation of San~-
tingo, having brought to the Spanish gove
ernment a reallzing sense of the hopeleus-
né¢sa of continuing a struggle now béecom-
Ing wholly unequal, it made overtures of
peace through the French nmbassador,
who, with the assent of hls government,
had acted as the friendly fepresentative
of Spain’s Interests during the war., On
the 28th of July, M. Cambon presented a
communication, signed by the Duké of
‘Almodovar, the Spanigh minister of atate,
inviting the United Btates to state the
terms upon which It would be willing to
make peace, July 30, by a communication
nddressed to the Duke of Almodovar, and
handed by M. Cambon, the terms of this
government were announced substantinily
in the protocol, afterwards signed. On
August 10, the Spanish reply dated August
7 was handed by M. Cambon to the sec-
retary of state. It acceépted uncondi-
t{ionally the terms imposied as to: Cubn,
Porto Rico, and an island of the Ladrone
group, but appeared to seck to Introduce
Inadmissible regervations in regard to our
demand as te the Philipplnes,

Concelving that discussion on this poing
could nelther be practicable ner profitahle,

I directed that, in order to avoll mis-
understanding, the matter should be
forthwith closed. by 1}r(:1..-.-:!lnr.\l the em-
bodiment In a formnl protocol of the

terms In which the negotiations for pesca
were undertnken, The vague and ipex-
plicit suggestions of the Spanish nots
could not be accepted, the only reply be=
ing to present as a virtunl ultimatum 8
draft of the protocpl, embodylng the pre-
clse terms tendered to Spain in our note
of July 30, which sdded stlpulntions of
detalla as to the appointment of com=-
migsioners to arrange for the evacuation
af the Spanish Antlljes, On August 12,
M. Cambon announced his recelpt of full
powers to sign the protoecl ns submitted,

Terms of the Protocol.

Accordingly, on the afternoon of August
12, M. Cambon ss the plenipotentiary of
Bpsain and the secretary of slate, as tha
plenipotentiary of the TUnlted Siates,
signed the protocol providing:

“artlcle 1. Spaln will rellnquish alk
claim of soverelgnty over and iitle to
Cubun.

“artiele 2. Spain will cede to the United
Btates the fsland of Porto Rico and other
Islands now under Spanish sovercignty i
the West Indles, and also an island in
the Ladrones to be selected by the United
States.

“article 3. The United States will oedu-
py and hold the city, bay and harbor of
Manila, pending the conclusion of a treaty
of pence, which shall determine the con-
trol, disposition and government of the
Philippines.”

The fourth article provided for the ap-
polntment of joint commlissions on thi
part of the United Btates and Spain to
maet in Havans and San Juan, respective-
ly, for the purpose of arranging anil car-
rving out the detalls of th stipulated
evacuntion of Cuba, Porto Rico and other
Spanish Islands In the Weost Indies.

The fifth article provide the ap-
polntment of not more than five commis-
sloners on each side to meet at Parls not
Inter than October 1, and to proecesd to
the negotiation and conclusion of =
weaty of peace, subject to rotification ae-
cording to the respeclive copstitutional
forms of the two countries.

The sixth and Inst article proviges that
upon, the signing of the protocol, hostili-
ties between the two countries shall bo
suspended, and that notice to that effect
shonld be given as 200n NS possible by
each government to the commanders of
fts navnl forcos.

Immliatély opon the conelusion ‘of the
protoeol, 1 lssued the proolamation of Al-
gust 12, suspending hostilitles on the part
of the United Btates, The necessary or-
ders to that end were at once given by tel=
egraph. The blockade of the ports of Cu-
ba and of San Juan de Forto Rico wasia
like manner raised, On August 15, the
muster-out of 10,000 volunteers, or A8 near
that pumber as was found to be practiou-
ble, was ordersed. On December 1, 1040655 of-
flcers and men had been musterdd out and
discharged from the service; 5603 more wiil
be mu=stered out by the 10th of the month;
also & corresponding number of gencrals
and general ataff ofMcers have been hon-
orably dischariged from the servipce
The miiltary commiealons to superintend
the evacusilon of Cuba, Porto Rico and
the adjacent islande were forihwith ap-

ted:

polnted:
For Cuba—Major-Genern]l Jamos -
Wade, Rear-Admiral Willinm T. Sampsoly.

On August 7, 48 days from the dn!é‘\ut !
Shafter's . army, ~d3

whtdry.




