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FORECLOSE AND SELL.

The Oregonian advocates the re-
funding of the debts of the Union
apd Central Pacific railroads, and
giving them an extension of time in
which to settle with the government
for debts now dee it. The Union
Pacific received aid. through the gov-
ernment to the amount of $33,589,-
812, snd the Central Pacific in the
sam of %27,855,680. This amount
was over ard above the vast area of
lands given the roads ontright. The
goyernment has paid for the Union
Pacific in interest $60,552,853, and
for the Central $47,190,821. The
total interest paid by the govern
ment 15 ®107,743,675. The roads
have paid the government $49.,549,-
000, and still owe it £121.479,837.
It will be seen at a glance that, ow-
ing to the accumu'ation of interest.
and in ‘spite of all payments, the
roads owe twice as much now as they
did when completed in 1869.

The proposed scheme, engineercd
by Mr. Collis P. Huntinglon, is to
have the governmen: extend the
time of payment, at a reduced rate of
interest, a rate way below whut the
government would haye to pay for
the use of the money. By this
scheme Huntington and his partners
and successors in financial erime.
would have the use of the money for
a hundred years, that being the time
wanted, practically withont interest.
In the meanwhile the difference Le-
tween the interest the government
would get and that it would pay,
would make asum running well up
towards two Dbillion dollars, an
amount equal to double the national
debt.

- [

It looks as though the best thing
that can be done is to foreclose,
and if the governmen! does mnot
want to cperute the roads, give them
away. There isnothing to be gained
by extension, nothing bat debt. If
the debt doubled in twenty-five
years it is safe Lo say it will not only
double, but now that its intlerest-
earning capacity has been doubled,
it will continue to grow, increasing
in arithmetical progression, uniil at
the end of a hundred years it would
amount to many billions of dollars.
If some means could be provided for
protecting the governrrent, for creat-
ing a sinking fund that would sink
the debt instead of the government,
extension of time would do, but this
capnot be done. At least in the
twenty-five years since the roads
were completed it has not been done,
and thesinking fund provided by the
Thurman act does not do anything
towards reducing the debl.

As the roads are at present man-
aged, Huntington controls the Cen
tral, and thus prevents opposition to
the Southern Pacific. Foreclosure
would at least take this gﬁme out of
his hands and briog relief to the peo-
ple tributary to those roads. It
would give Huntinglon opposition,
and that is something. Extension
of time simply means presenting
$60,000,000 to the gentleman with
the sway-backed bead, who presides
over the destinies of the Southern
and Central Pacific roacs, and con-
gequently over those of the people of
California,

Foreclosure and sale 1s the only
sensible remedy, for if the govern-
ment gets nothing, it will at least be
able to pay up, protect itsloss, and
make the most it can of a very bad
bargain.

INFORMATION WANTED.

Whule the authorities da financial
matters are airing their knowledge

=
Ithey would satisly a very general
craving for information if they would
explain why gold does not come inwo
this country in payment for its ex-
ports? Why muoney s loaned, New
York money, in England at three
per cent, while the farmers cannot
get it for ten? Why real eslate in
the shape of farm lands is no longer
considered security for borrowed
money? And how the eastern capi-
talist expects a return of prosperity
under these conditions, when forty—
two per cent of our entire population
cannot borrow a dollar on their prop-
erty ?

ASSIST THE FARMERS.

We spoke briefly yesterday of fin-
ancial matters, aad it seems to us
that upon the answering of the ques-
tions asked then depends, 1o a great
measure, the prosperity of the coun-
try That this is a great manufact-
uring country is freely admitted,
but it is great because it has such an
enormous home market for 118 manu-
factured articles. It has the home
market because it is the greatest ag-
ricultural country on earth; because
42 per cent of its population creates
wealth by tilling the soil. This. 42
per cent is the foondation wupon
which the prosperity of the whole
country depends, because if they
prosper all the balance prosper; when
they are pinched for money, every
factory feels it at once, in the dead
and glutted market for ils wares. It
is only by fostering the farmer that
the balance cf the country can flour-
ish, Do we realize this or attempt
it? Look at the faimers and an-
swer.

According to our great dailies, we
are not receiving gold for our excess
of exports, and this they say is the
canse of our business depression. Is
this true? We think not. The truoe
renson lies in the pew theories of
money-lenders; it lies in the modern
ideas as to what constitutes security
for loans, and which gives a prefer-
ence to negotiable paper, to bank
stocks, railroad shares, bonds, ete.,

THE NEW YEAR.

At midnight tonight the old year
expires. Rheumauc of joint, wheezy
ot breath, grizzled ot beard, rheumy
eved, decrepit, and bent with age,
1896, totters over the precipice and

drops into the fathomless abyss of

the past. He goes uvregretted, for
when we stop to consider the hopes
he beld out as he danced, naked and
cherub-like, out of the elsewhere into
tac now; hopes that he never ful-
filled, we drop a few tears of regret,
and, moved by the spirit of hope,
turn to his baby successor.

It is uscless to ponder over the
things that wight have been, the
blasted hopes, the seyered friend-
ships, the broken resolutions; and it
is, perhaps, equally useless to exult
in new hopes, cement uew friendships
or make new resolutions, for 1897
coming on apace, has the same win-
ning, open-faced smile, to begaile us
to our hurt and woo us to onr un-
doing. What matters it, after all,
for it is only another milestone,
passed on the journcy. We have
ench wiggled in our little sphere,
now scaring in the ether of the upper
stratum, and anon groveling in the
mire around the mudsills, yet of im-
portance only to ourselves. That
we will alternately soar and fall in
1897 as we did duoring the reign of
his ancestors, 13 beyond question.

S0, here's to 1897! We trust
him for a smoother pathway and an
easier load; but we trust him be-
cause we have to. May he treat us
well, and the balance of ycu as well
as he can, is the earncst hope of Tue
Cuaroxtore editor.

A'CLURE'S FOR JANUARY.

We acknowledge the receipt of the
advance sheets of McClure's tor Jan-
uary. It is probably the rotienest
number ever issued. Hamlin Gar-
land’s maudhn stories about Grant
are enough to make any one close
the magazine in disgust, no matter
how meritorious the other sketches
mav be. Garland mumbles his an-
cient chestnuts wilth wearisome im-
beeility. The balauce of the articles

and ignores real estate.

Time was when the broad acres of
our grund domain, that produced the '
wealth of the country, that fed our |
people and sent fabulous stores to the |
hongry millions of FEurope, were
considered gilt-edged securities for
loans. That lime exists no longer,
and the money-lender prefers thel
low interest bearing securities, even |
of Europe, to the fertile acres of bis |
own land. The farmer at times must |
borrow money, just as every ulher|
business man must do, but when he !
goes into the money market and
offers a mile square of God-given
earth as security for a loan, he can-
not get it without paying a high rate
of interest and an exerbitant bonus.
His business is thus loaded with a
debt 1t, or any other business, cannot
pay, and then the capitalist iooks
upon land as poor security.

The remedy 1ssimple. Instead of
lending money in Europe at four per
cent, let our capitalists advance
money to farmers at, say, 6 per zent
on long time. If this were done the
furn*pr could meet his interest and
pay off the principal. As it isthe
interest devours his substance, de-
stroys his hopes, his ambition and his
manhood, It makes a slave of his
wife and helots of his children; all
struggling to make the farm pay
more than enough to meel the in-
interest, and struggling in vain. The
argument may be advanced that the
farmer should not go in debt. This
is true; but he cannot help himself
oftentimes. Neither should business
men go in debt, nor cities, counties,
states nor governments; but they do.
And it may be added that if they
had to pay ten ver cent interest on
their debts, not counting a repetend
bonus, they would never gel out of
debt, nor would they pay the inter—
est. The truth is, the farmers are
charged a rate of interest no business
can pay, and then they are told their
Iands are worthless as security, be-
cause they will not do the impos-
sible.

It our money-lenders will assist
the farmer, the result will surprise
them, because as he prospers and has
money to satisly the wants he now
leaves unsatisfied, there will be such
an era of rushing business as this
country bas never known.

have, perhaps, more truth, but are
of about equal merit. Kipling, gen-
erally good, writes to fill space, and

Charles Heury Hart writes without -i'=' i

any reason therefor.

It Won't Go.

Our suggestion yesicrday that we;
would publish tne list of marriageable
young ladies, after New Years, has met |
with hearty response; eo hearty that we
have dropped the idea like a hot potato,

huve written oar obituury and hong it |

~ TEACHING BIRDS.

An Interesting Operation That
Requires Much Patience.

A Bpeclally Coastructed Organ Is Also
Necessary for the FParpose—Some
of the Alrm Employed in
the Lessons.

Frobably not one reader in 1,000 ever
beard of u “bird organ” or saw
one. They asre made¢ only in France,
and are imported to this couniry
in small numbers, as dealers in mu-
sical boxes have few calls for them,
and genernlly send for them only upon
orders  froin customers. They are
mage solely for teaching tunes to
canaries and bullinches, A wooden
box about a foor square contains &
large roller covered with pasteboartd
upoen which brass pins aic sct gecord-
ing to the systein usedl in preparing
the rolls of music boxres. Dencath the
roller is a small gair of bellows, and in
the back of the box is set u row of ten
metal pipes about the size of a long
lead pencil. When the crunk on the
outside of the box is rapidly turned
wind s forced into the pipes, as the
valves open when the metal fongue be-
longing to each isstruck by o pin on the
roller, The music in therefore pro-
duced on the principle ¢f a =et  of
I*an's pipes, and is very shrill and high,
yer sweel and full.

The ten notes produced by the ten
pipes range from middle G in the staidl
to 13, above, or an ovtave and three notos,
That is, the bird music iswritien in the
octave used in the wusical notation
for the human voice, but properly
would be written in an octaye higher
when t“mnpn.rin;." the volee of o ennpary
with the voice of o sopruno. However,
the quuality of the lones differ 2o grreat-
Iy that the shrill, elear pipe of the bird
mnkes its voice sound as if it were
pitched much higher than is reully the
cuse.,

The *“bird organ™ is pitched in exact-
Iy the same fone and key ns the voice
of the canary, or perhaps this is put-
ting the cart before the horse, for the
bird strikes faultlessly the ey nd
tune of the pipes. It is more accurate
to say, after oil, that on the hand the
organs are pitehed to he with the ca-
wry's voice, as the result of the ex-
pericnce of the builders, and thuat the
canury shows wonderful power of im-
itation n falling in with the rone gual-
itice of itg tescher. 1 one note in the
orgin iz ofl the key in the sh
oree the bitd tulies the snme tone, ¢
if it onee learns that note wrong it
will s carry the Llemishiin the
harmony.  All ef the wirs ueed in these
organs nre written in the keys of G,
wne sharp, or in C, and ns they have
ouly the range of ten notes, from G
to 18, it is very difiicult to adapt many

to- the limitations of canary

alway

were is a dealer 1 music boxes on
Ridge avenue who eells “bird orguns”
and swrites mugic for the canss'y teach-
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Our mail 15 overflowing with protests,
letters breathing war, pestilence, famine,
vengeance, and all the ills of the seven
viale of wrath of the Apocalypse. Of
them we append a sample:

Tue DaLues, Dec. 80,

Epiror CanoxicLe :—I alwaye thonght |
you were a fool, but never eredited vou
with utter imbecility. Publish my
name in that liet, and prepare to mest

We withhold the name, but we assure
the young lady that her name will not
go on the liet. Not even in the bargain-
counter or clearance sale, for the fellow
that geta her will get a prize that is not
tongue-tied, and that can adyertise
iteelf. Here is another sample:

- Tae Daunes, Dec. 31.

Eprror Curoxicne :—I see by the last
issue of your valuable paper that you are
contemplating the publishing of the
names of the marriageable young ladies
left over after this leap year, I sincere-
ly hope youn will not do so. I shoald o

islike to be taken to someore’s manly
beart with the soggestion slways in my
mind that it was pity, and not love,
that canged said someoue to select me.
I am 26, fair. brown hair, gray eyes, of &
:endm: and lovable disposition; can play
tbe piano snd washboard with equal
facility ; can broil & beefsteak or dance a
walts, both in time and tune. That I
am left over is probably my own tanlt,
for I am painfully bashial, but I assare
vou I haye a heart that sometimes tests
the strength of my, Ahemn ! corset steals,
I would not like to be clazsed with
the left-overs. 1 have my eyves on sey-
eral Jvoung fellows, and I like them sall
awfolly. I know if my afféctions ever
center on one of them he would
hapoy forever. I therefore ask that you
do not pnblish my name, bot leave me
to work out my own salvation in my
own wWay.

Realimng the goodness of heart pos-
sested by all editors, and in a remarka-
ble, I might gay phenomenal degree by
yourself, I am

Most Bincersly Yours,
Viowzr.

Ney! Nay! Violet, yoor name shal|
not go on the bargain enunter. With all
your varied accomplishments and gen-
tle dispoeition, you eannot be l=f* long
to bingh unclaimed in the rosebud gar-
den of girls. Conscle yourself, and aiso
all your lovely and lovable sisters ot The
Dalles. We are not anguishing to die,
and hence’” we quit. We publish the
above samples of the lettera received to
justify our condact in letting go and to

eqnare ourself with the boys.

B arusien X
more than the s n I have
heard of bivds that could whistle two
a but these are very rare, and it iz
a risky undertaking. For when
hird is working on the second tune
he is likely to get mixed with
the first, and then all your troubie’s
gone for nothing. It's simply o ques-
tion of time and paticnee, You've just
gor to play the tune on the organ as
often us you gei o chance; the more
the better: yvou'll grind sway for two
or three months, or longer, perhaps for
six 1ponths. -

“If you have the luck to get a bright
bird, he'll begin to notice the tune in
three months, At first he'll sing twoor
thoee bars, then fulter and start over
nguin. When he has learned the air all
the way through his voice is weak and
uncertain, but it gets stronger and
more confident all the time. When he
aonee picks it up your troubles ure overs
It's simply a matter of time and prae-
tice then. It's all luck in getiing o
bright bird with a good ear, and the
sweetest singer may turn out a failure
as a trained soloist. DBullfinches are eas-
jer to teach, but they are =o short-lived
tlint the resuits are scarcely worth the
trouble. A canary will keep his voice
and memory for eight or ten years,
and he makes the sweetest music in
the world.”

The CGennan's patience and love of
music mnke him most suceessful in the
training of cunaries, and npearly all
of the schooled songslers in Philudel-
phia have been educated by Germans.
The man has =old several at an average
price of about $100. There-are muny
curious industries in o great eity, but
none more unusual than the educating
of camnaries, and the ndding to one's in-
come by selling “bird orgens” and writ-
ing music for these little sopramo stars.
The musie furnished is very siniple. and
accideninls, grace, nofes, runs and
quuvers are ruled out. But'the adapter
has not an eusy task with his imitation
of key and rango, and earns oll that he
gains in this unigue fashion. Oecca-
sionally a cusiomer calls for an air
which the adapter discovers eannot be
adapted to the vocal powers of the
cannry, anid is obliged to find n satisfac-
tory substitute. “Home, Sweet Home"
is one of the sweetest and ensiest airs
far o canary to be taught, and ance
hearil will linger always in the memory.
—Philadelphia Press.
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MOONBLINK.
A Pecualisr Blindness Cansed by Sleeplng
in the Mooulight.

‘Three cases of “moonblinle’’ occurred
on the British steamship Acanthuos,
which rcached Dhiladelplia the otlier
After the low-lying hills fringing |,
thie shores of Batevia fuded from view
on the afternoon of July 14 for 30 days |
bher crew of 60 officers ond scamen saw
no land, signted no vessel and encoun-
tered no storm. Among the crew are
three seemen who, during the run
oeross the Indian ocean, suffered terri-
bly from sudden blindness at night, the
result of that strange dizease of the
eyes prevalent in the tropics, and
known to scilors as “moonblink.” One
bright, moonlight night, while the
Acanthus was steaming across the In-
dian ocean, one of them finding his
berth in the forceastie too uncomforta-
Lly hot, went out aad lay unpon the
deek. The moon was nesring her full
antd shore almost directly  overhead.
When the wuateh was changed at mid-
night he was awakened and was horri-
fied to find himself biind., At first the
captain taough: the maun might be
phumming to avold going on duty, but
an iovestigution was made, un
found ihat he couid pot

eyes were widde open.
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two more
nien determined to test the effect of the
moon. After a two houre’ pap in the
full glare of the moon both men were |
awakened totally blind. An order from: |
the capiain prevented any frurther ex-|
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MANY STILL SPEAK GAELIC.

By Xo Mcanx an Extinet Langunage In
Spite of its Poslilon Here.

A new appointment hns peen miicle
from Waterfoidl to the chnir of 3 -
sor of Gaelie in Mz oth college,
land. The new appaintee is o member
f the Gaclkic league of Dublin, and
was the first editor of the Archaealog:
ical Journl, of Waterford. The opin-
ion is very gencral that Gaelic is an
extinet lingaage. or cne nearly
tinet, and the labors of the Gae
cicty in New York to revive its use
‘have lent some color to that opinton.
Nevortheless, as figures show, the
Geelic torgus is most tenscions, and,
according to the lnst reports, is spokoen,
though net exclusively, by 1,000,000
persons in the Brivish Isles—600,000 in
Irvelosid, 350,000 in Wales and 220,000 in
Scotland, ‘

Though English is the official lan-
gunge of all these countries, the pop-
uliarity of Engl'sh increases slowly de-
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spite the dismlvantage under which
these who use Gaelie labor, that of hav-
irg mo established gammar and no
Gaclic
wnie of

recopnition in an official wy
fulfillz the eslioguial requir
the farmers and fishermen in the eoun-
tiea remote from ke Inrgre eities, some-
what es the Basgue Ianguage continues
to be popular in the northern provinee:
of Spain,

In this conntry Gaelic hus made little
headway, though many patriotie Irish-
men have by varions methods endeav-
int others less patriotic
with its advantages. Wlhile the use of
most European laneusges hns about
doubled in 76 yeurs, f times ns many
persois speal: English us did in 1620,

ored to oo

BIG ORDER FOR BEER.

Mcrchants Sarprised by the
King of Coren.

Jopanese merchants of Chemulpo, in
the kingdom of Coren, were very much
surprised recently when the kKing or-
dered 30,000 bottles of beer in one lot,
says the San Francisco Chronicle. The
entire Japanese colony was not pre-
pared for such a sudden and exiensive

Japanese

1
Tl
1

i,nnd U0 p. m. on Saturday only).
7100, 9:10 p. m.

Friday at'e:40 a. m.
dav, Thursday and Saturdey 8t 3:06 p. n

{Way stiations.. ..
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*Dally. tDuty, exeopt Bunday,

DINING UCARS ON OGDEN ROUTE.

PULLMAN BUFFET SLEEPEHRS
AND HECOND-CLASS SLEEPING CARSB
Attached to ull Through Tralne

Through Ticket Offee, 134 Third street, where

through tlckets to sll points 40 the Eastern
States, Canada and Xurope ean be obtalped at

owest rates from
J. B. KIRKLAND, Ticket Agent.
All above trafns arrive at and depart from

Grand Central Statlon, Fifth and Irving streets.

YAMHILL DIVISION.
Passempger Depot, foot of Jeflerson street,

Leave for OSWEGO, week days, at 6:00, 7:20,
0:16 m. m.; 12:015, 1:46; B:28, 6:45, 506 p. m.
Arrive at
1230, 315,450,

Leave for Sheridan, week days, st 4:30

'ortland at 7:10, 8;580, 11:25 a, m.;

>
N ™.

Arrive at Portland, 9:50 s m.

Leave for ATRLIE on Monday, Wedne
Arrive at Porthc

Snnday trains lor OBWEGO leave at 7:20, 8:40,
02106 m. M. : 12015, 1:45,3:50, 6:356:45 p. m. Ar-
ive at Portlang at 12:35, 8:90, 10:00 11525 a m.;
180, B:15, 5:10, 6:85, 7:556 p. m. -

R. KOEHLER, E. P. ROGERS,”

Mansger. Asst, G, P, & Pass. Apt,

order of beer and they put their heads
together, wondering whether it wnos
the court or the body guard of the king
which hnedl suddenly developed such
a gigantic thirst. A czble was imme-
dint=ly dispatched to Jopan and the
beer ordared to be shipped as oner, so
that it might be delivered to the royal
master of the house in due time. The
beer avrived promptly, and ot the same
time the explanation of the eanundrun;
was given to the Japanese, for almost
cn the zsame day a Rustian man-of-war
arrived there and the entire crew was
invited to be guests of the king of
Ceren, who thus showed his gratitude
to the Russians for the shelter accord
ed him at the Russian embassy during
the recent revolutionary disturbances.

The 300 marines on board were very
agreeably surprised when his royal
highness sent 30,000 bottles of goorl
Japanese beer on board—that is, 100
bottles per man—enough liquor to
thoroughly celebrate the Russo-Corean
alliance.

Seneca's Medal

In the possession of the Red Jacketl
club of Canandaigus is a medal which.
the members of the club believe, was
given the famons Senecn chief by
George Washington. Other folks have
frequently guestioned the authenticity
of this relie, much'to the indignation of
the Csnandaiguans, who asscrt that jts
clnims to respect arce beyond doubt.
Medals almost exact duplientes of Red
Jacket's, they admit, were presented
to other Indians of note about the time
when Red Juacket received his, but this
one is distinguished from all the rest
because on its reverse ‘therel are 14
stars instead of 15, and remained in the
hancs of a single family from the time
of the chief’s death until it became i
the property of its present owners,

A Mixed Verdict.
A London jury the other dey brought
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OCEAN STEAMERS Leave Portiand

Every Five Days’ for

SAN. FRANCISCO, CAL.

For full details eall on 0. B & Co, 5 Agent
address ,

W. H. HURLBURT, Gen. Pass, Agt.
Portland, Oregon
E. M'NEILL Pr it aud M BT,
New Schedule,

Train No. 1 arrives at The Dalles 4 :46
®. Im.
Train No. 2 arrives at The Dalles 10:15

. m.
Train No. 8 arrives at The Dalles 11 :56

p. m., and west-bound train No, 7 leaves
atl p.m.

Train 28 and 24 will carry pessengers

between The Dalles and Umatills, leav-

and ar-

ng The Dalles at 1 p. m. dail
ily, con-

in the following decidedly mixed ver-
dict: “We find the prisoner not guilty,
and that he admitted his guilt through
ignorapce, and we strongly recommend
him to mercy.”

y




