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Brown asks 
legislature to fund 
$7.5 million in 
earthquake early 
warning system 
build out 

 ■ By Sam Stites
Oregon Capital Bureau 

Oregon would like to pre-
pare 250,000 households to 
become self-sufficient follow-
ing a catastrophic earthquake 
under legislation advancing 
in Salem. The legislation, 
Senate Bill 1537, also would 
double the number of mon-
itors that would alert public 
officials to an earthquake.

The proposals are the latest 
effort to prepare Oregonians 
for what scientists say is 
inevitable – a destructive 
earthquake in the Cascadia 

Subduction Zone that would 
destroy buildings, roads and 
more.

 Some $3 million is being 
requested by Gov. Kate 
Brown to fund “Two-week 
Ready Oregon” within the 
state Office of Emergency 
Management. The program 
would be administered 
by the Oregon Military 
Department and aims to give 
250,000 Oregon households 
the supplies and expertise 
to be self-sufficient for two 
weeks following a natural 
disaster. That means having 
enough food, water, first-aid 
supplies and other emergen-
cy items to keep a household 
functioning for two weeks. 

The legislation, pending 
before the Legislature’s bud-
get committee, would build 
out Oregon’s ShakeAlert 
system, a network of seismic 
monitoring stations admin-
istered by the U.S. Geological 
Survey along the Pacific 

Coast. The network extends 
from northern California 
to British Columbia and 
feeds into similar programs 
at CalTech, the University 
of California, Berkeley, and 
University of Washington. 

ShakeAlert monitors 
seismic activity and allows 
the Geological Survey to alert 
counties, cities, utility compa-
nies and others before shaking 
from an earthquake begins. It 
gives people time to method-
ically take shelter rather than 
scrambling in a panic. It also 
allows utilities to take precau-
tions and shut down critical 
infrastructure that could be 
damaged by shaking. 

A total of $7.5 million would 
be allocated the network, 
which currently has around 
120 sensors located across the 
Willamette Valley and Oregon 
coast. The goal is to set up 250 
sensors in Oregon by 2023.

A team from the University 
of Oregon would install and 

monitor the stations. Eight 
team members at UO work 
to install new stations in the 
field and monitor activity. 
That includes One of those 
on the team is Professor 
Doug Toomey, seismologist, 
geophysicist and one of the 
pioneers of in the use of 
ocean-bottom seismology. 

“One of the remarkable as-
pects about the project is how 
collaborative and well dis-
tributed it has been over its 
development,” Toomey said. 
“The University of Oregon 
actually has one of the stron-
ger seismology departments 
on the West Coast with five 
active seismologists.” 

According to Toomey, the 
benefit of ShakeAlert is its 
impact on protecting public 
safety not only in Oregon, but 
along the entire earthquake 
zone. 

“If you think of the impacts 
we have locally in terms of 
helping people and helping 

a water utility save water 
by shutting off valves, that’s 
multiplied by many hun-
dreds along the West Coast,” 
he said. “Funding from the 
state is critical not only just 
for Oregon, but our perfor-
mance within ShakeAlert 

impacts the resiliency of 
California, Washington and 
British Columbia.” 

Also packed within the bill 
are provisions that would 
review dam safety across the 
state and update the state’s 
resilience plan. 

OREGON

CASCADE ACUPUNCTURE CENTER, LLC 
•  Offering Acupuncture, Allergy Elimination and  

Custom Chinese Herbs.

•  Very effective style of Acupuncture, often relieves  
pain during the first treatment 

• Treatments in Recliner Chairs or on massage tables 

• Accept and bill most insurances, Worker’s Comp, PIP claims 

• Accept Veterans Choice, ask us how!

•  Many insurances in OR and WA cover Acupuncture,  
free insurance check! 

• Sliding Fee Scale, monthly payment plans, VISA/MC 

• Wheelchair accessible locations, free customer parking 

• Open Monday - Saturday 

• No physician referral needed 

• New Patients welcome.  Call for a free consultation!  

1712 East 12th Street, The Dalles 541-298-2378  

Hood River 541-387-4325 
www.CascadeAcupuncture.org   

AKITA CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 
Byron Akita, DC 

Tim Akita, DC 
Providing comprehensive Chiropractic care for the entire family. 

We specialize in treating: 
• Motor vehicle injuries  • Work injuries  • Sports injuries 

We also offer the following treatment modalities: 
• Graston Technique • Kinesiology taping  
• Active Release Technique (ART) • Laser Therapy  
• Serving the local community for the past 28 years.  
• NEW PATIENTS WELCOME.  

We are contracted with most insurance companies  
and will bill them for you.  

818 W. 6th Street, Suite 5,  
The Dalles, OR 97058 541-296-1900

MCMC SPECIALTY CLINICS

Mid-Columbia Medical Center 1700 E 19th St 541-296-1111 

Celilo Cancer Center 1800 E 19th St 541-296-7585

Columbia River Women’s Center 1810 E 19th St 541-296-5657 

MCMC Surgical Services 1810 E 19th St 541-296-6101

MCMC Cardiology 551 Lone Pine Blvd. 541-506-6530

MCMC Internal Medicine 551 Lone Pine Blvd. 541-506-6920 

Orthopedics and Sports Medicine 551 Lone Pine Blvd. 541-506-6500 

MCMC Outpatient Therapy 551 Lone Pine Blvd. 541-296-7202

MCMC Podiatry 551 Lone Pine Blvd. 541-506-6500

MCMC Center for Sleep Medicine 551 Lone Pine Blvd. 541-296-7724 

MCMC Pediatrics 1935 E 19th St 541-506-6520 

MCMC Dermatology 1935 E 19th St 541-506-6930

Columbia Gorge Neurology 1935 E 19th St 541-296-1100

Gorge Urology 1805 E 19th St 541-296-2201 

MCMC Occupational Medicine 1815 E 19th St 541-296-7811  

Columbia Gorge ENT & Allergy 1815 E 19th St 541-298-5563

MCMC Family Medicine 1620 E 12th St 541-296-9151 

HOOD RIVER DERMATOLOGY 

Luke Sloan, MD 

Melissa Arndt, PA-C  

Victoria Hopkins, PA_C

917 11th Street,  
Hood River, OR 97031 (541) 386-2517

NORCO MEDICAL 
Home Medical Equipment  

• Oxygen Equipment  • CPAP and Supplies   
• Walkers, Canes, Crutches  • Sports and Orthotics  
• Breast Feeding Supplies  • Hospital Beds and more!  

Monday-Friday 8-5 

333 Cherry Heights Road  
The Dalles, OR 97058 541-296-6131 
Toll Free 1-800-272-2348

HEART OF HOSPICE

Heart. It’s in our name, it’s in our care. 
•  We serve the patients of ALL providers, ALL Hospitals and  

ALL Facilities in the Gorge area. 

• There is never a charge for our services, no charge, no co-pay.  

• Licensed by Medicare, Oregon and Washington. 

•  No charge for a referral consultation.   
All doctors are required to offer a choice, see why we are  
the most experienced Hospice in the Gorge.   

Hood River 541-386-1942 
The Dalles 541-296-2289 
Toll Free  888-882-1942 

See “What is Hospice/How to Choose a Hospice”  

On Line at www.HeartOfHospice.Org

PROVIDENCE HOSPICE OF THE GORGE 
Serving residents of the Gorge for more than 30 years. 

• A local, multidisciplinary team of experts  

• Open access to care, no matter where your physician is employed 

• Nursing support available around-the-clock 

•  Relationships with all community primary and  
specialty care providers 

• Service to all patients regardless of insurance coverage 

•  Spanish speaking team available Please call for more information 
or to schedule a free consultation 

751 Myrtle St., The Dalles, OR. 97058 541-296-3228 
http://www.providence.org/hospice  866-680-6449

 
BOBBI’S WAY IN-HOME HEALTH CARE
Assisted Living In YOUR Home

•  Our aim is to assist each and every client to remain  
as independent as possible, by providing compassionate cost 
effective professional in-home care services, in a safe  
and caring environment.

• Caring and highly-skilled caregivers.

• Locally owned and operated by Bobbi and Kaleena Casey.

Please call for more information or to schedule a free consultation. 

     Serving Hood River, Klickitat, Sherman and Wasco counties 

541-436-4515        http://bobbiswayinhomehealthcare.com

MARGIE’S POT SHOP

405 E. Steuben St. (Highway 14) Bingen, Wash. 509-493-0441

Open every day 9 to 9 - Call for Holiday hours

RECREATIONAL STORE, NO MEDICAL CARD NEEDED
Medical and Recreational Marijuana Store with Department of 
Health Certified Medical Marijuana Consultants available to talk to 
you about products, and answer your questions. We carry CBD,  
Rick Simpson Oil (RSO), topicals, edibles, tinctures, flower, pre-rolls 

and concentrates.
[You must be 21 to enter the store, unless you have a Medical Marijuana Recognition Card which is 

available here. To get your card, bring your WA ID and Doctors Authorization Form. We warn custom-

ers that Marijuana can be habit forming and may cause intoxicating effects and should not be used 

before driving. It should not be used by pregnant or breastfeeding women.] 

BICKLER ORTHODONTICS LLC
James Bickler DMD

• Latest in 3-D imaging • Free consultations

• Treatment of children and adults

• Traditional and Clear brackets

• ClearCorrect aligners

• Experienced, professional, friendly staff. No interest financing.

Visit us at bicklerorthodontics.com 541-298-4072 

Bickler Orthodontics, Where your smile is our passion!  

Personal que habla español.

REBECCA STREET PHYSICAL THERAPY 
A progressive therapist-owned physical therapy practice 

specializing in manual therapy. 

Our services include, but are not limited to: 

•  Orthopedic care and sports injuries 

• Post-operative rehabilitation 

• Back and neck care 

• Neurological rehabilitation 

• Industrial medicine and return-to-work. 

Contracted with most insurances and handle all insurance billing. 

Licensed to treat patients without physician referral.  

115 West 4th Street, The Dalles, OR 97058 (541) 296-3368 

fax  (541) 296-7866 

www.rebeccastreetpt.com

THE SPRINGS AT MILL CREEK
Changing the way people experience senior living:

•  Independent Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care.  

Stop by anytime. We’d love to meet you.

1201 West 10th St., The Dalles, OR 541-296-1303

www.thespringsliving.com  •  Que habla español.

SKYLINE 
Seth Lambert, D.O.

Specializing in: 
Laparoscopic surgery for appendectomy • Hernia repair • Gallblad-
der removal • Breast biopsies • Soft  tissue masses • Hemorrhoid 

surgery  • and more 

211 NE Skyline Dr White Salmon, WA  (509) 637-2810

IN-HOME CARE

ACUPUNCTURE MEDICAL MARIJUANA

CHIROPRACTIC

CLINICS

DERMATOLOGY

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

HOSPICE

ORTHODONTICS

PHYSICAL THERAPY

SENIOR LIVING

SURGERY

 Prof. Doug Toomey is one of the foremost seismologists on the west 
coast and oversees the University of Oregon’s ShakeAlert program.
 Photo courtesy Oregon State University 

Earthquake readiness focus of proposed OR bill

Two unrelated deaths at Meadows this week
 ■ By Emily Fitzgerald

The Hood River News

Two unrelated deaths 
were reported from Mt. Hood 
Meadows over the extended 
holiday weekend: 45-year-old 
Ryan Zeitner from Portland, 
and 47-year-old Tim Bauters 
from Sunnyvale, Calif. 

Both deaths occurred near 
Heather Canyon: A posted 
double-black diamond, or 
“extremely difficult,” area.  

“Our thoughts dwell on the 
families. These are tragic inci-
dents,” said Meadows General 
Manager Greg Pack.

Zeitner suffered a snow-
boarding fall in the Heather 
Canyon area on Feb. 16. 
Nobody witnessed Zeitner’s 

initial fall, according to Pack, 
but eyewitnesses reported 
seeing Zeitner sliding down 
the steep terrain, and near-
by volunteer patrollers got 
him out quickly. Zeitner was 
pronounced dead shortly after 
medics arrived on the scene 
and performed life-saving 
efforts. The Hood River County 
Sheriff’s Office (HRCSO) was 
dispatched at 11:17 a.m. 

At approximately 1:45 p.m. 
the next day, 47-year-old Tim 
Bauters from Sunnyvale, Calif., 
was reported missing. Bauters’ 
family advised HRCSO that 
he had been in Oregon for an 
extended work trip and failed 
to arrive back in California as 
planned. 

Meadows Ski Patrol was 

notified by a guest on Friday, 
Feb. 14, that they witnessed 
an individual (later identi-
fied as Bauters) enter into 
a roped-off closed area in 
Heather Canyon. Two separate 
patrollers were dispatched 
immediately, said Pack, but 
neither were able to make con-
tact, or see any evidence of the 
witnessed account, according 
to a Meadows press release. 

Bauters was believed to 
be snowboarding alone, was 
reportedly in good shape, and 
had gone to Meadows mul-
tiple times while on his work 
trip, according to HRCSO. 
Meadows security was able 
to verify that his rental vehicle 
was still on site, and a record 
of Bauters’ lift scans narrowed 

down a last known time and 
location. On Monday, HRCSO 
Search & Rescue aircraft was 
launched and Meadows Ski 
Patrol began searching the 
likely area. At approximately 
6:15 p.m., HRCSO received 
a call from Meadows that 
Bauters’ body had been locat-
ed in the Heather Canyon area. 
HRCSO has stated that both 
incidents are under investi-
gation, and that no further 
information is available at this 
time. Meadows is conducting a 
separate internal investigation, 
and has notified the Oregon 
Department of Forestry.

“Our deepest sympathies 
are with his family at this time,” 
said Pack. “Our team takes 
extensive measures to protect 

our skiers and riders from the 
natural hazards that exist in 
this extreme terrain; unfortu-
nately, in this tragic situation, 
the rider was found inside a 
closed area, established by a 
rope line.”  

Meadows’ initial investiga-
tions reveal that neither inci-
dent was related to conditions, 
Pack said, and that they were 
confident the conditions were 
adequate when they opened 
over the weekend. 

“We’re really aggressive on 
how we manage that terrain,” 
he said. “The skiing conditions 
were appropriate, and we had 
a lot of people back there.” 

The last death at Meadows 
occurred back in March 2017, 
when a Steve Leavitt, 57, from 

The Dalles went missing near 
Heather Canyon and, after 
eight days of search and rescue 
efforts, his body was found 
near the bottom of the Heather 
Chair Lift. 

The Heather Canyon area 
is posted as a double black 
diamond difficulty and, as 
with Clark Canyon and Private 
Reserve, access is available 
via RFID access gates only. 
Meadows states that these 
areas are not patrolled on 
a regular basis and that 
avalanche risk exists at all 
times, along with other 
dangers. Pack recommended 
that skiers exercise caution, 
ski with a buddy, and not ski 
above a level they’re comfort-
able with.


