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THE EIGHT HOUR DAY.
The President lias signed the hill requiring that all work done 

by contract for the Government shall be done by eight-hour labor. 
Mechanics and contractors alike are penalized for giving or taking 
work for a longer day. Overtime is forbidden, although extra pay 
at higher rates is a boon to the wage-earner. The hill goes beyond 
primary contractors, and penalizes them for infractions of the law 
by subsidiary contractors, however far removed, if the materials are 
produced by work done in a longer day. The bill is labor’s own bill, 
and yet it may turn out that, like other such laws, it does not work 
as expected. It may turn out. to be constitutional, although a similar 
law in this State was declared unconstitutional, and it was necessary 
to amend the Constitution to give the State the power this law as­
sumes.

The practical difficulty is likely to rival the legal. Every manu­
facturer doing Government work must abandon it or must maintain 
separate organizations for public and private contracts. It is not 
possible to work separate sets of men on separate conditions of work 
in the same shop. Contractors on Government work who can dis­
pense with it will do so,. Those who retain the work are likely to 

. he the less responsible, to the disadvantage of the Government. Such 
firms are not those doing best or cheapest work. The men may he as 
much displeased as the employers. Their expectation is for eight 
hours’ work and ten hours’ pay! Eight hours’ work and eight hours’ 
pay are not attractive under the present narrow margins of wages 
above the cost of living. For some there is no such margin, and 
any reduction of pay would be as much a calamity for them as it is 
for the employers to forego the product of work done in the two 
hours lopped off at the expense of the taxpayers.

It is said that as much may be done in the shorter as in the 
longer day. It may he. hut they are sanguine who expect it. Will 
the unions allow the imposition of pace-setters or the speeding up of 
inaehinery, which presumably it now operated at the best practicable 
speed? Is it wrong to say that the object of such legislation is to 
“ make work,’’ that is to say, to reduce product so that more hands 
will he necessary to turn out similar quantities? The interest of the 
public is rather in the output than in the length of the working day, 
and it is not too soon to ask ultimate consumers to consider how they 
will be affected if, as is designed, this bill shall be the entering wedge 
for a universal eight-hour day. If under present conditions of pro­
duction there is complaint of tin* high cost of living, how will it be 
when the costs of production are increased by 20 per cent? As a 
general thing, it may be said that labor will lose by the eight-hour 
day. Nobody can get anything for nothing just because he is a union­
ist. Labor must pay its part of the increased cost of production. Be­
cause the «ight hour day is established by law the economics are not 
altered.

It will he a happy surprise if it shall prove that the law is either 
constitutional or practicable. If this attitude of reserve toward the 
law whose purpose is claimed to be benevolent is wrong, it is because 
labor is to blame for seeking to do by law what it cannot do other­
wise. There are many shops where a man can choose the length of 
his day but there are no shops known where men take an eight-hour 
day at their own cost. It is essentially immoral for a man to take bis 
leisure at the cost of another by command of law. It is a prostitution 
of the process of Government. I’uhlic-spirited citizens regard Gov­
ernment as something for them to support. Privilege-seekers regard 
Government as something which gives what cannot he had honestly 
otherwise. These days are not favorable to privilge either for labor 
or capital. -(New York Times.)

THE OPTIMISTIC SIDE.I
A Wall-street financier says: “ If present, calculations arc real­

ized. we shall garner a 700.000,(HHI bushel wheat crop, a 2.000.000,- 
"00 bushel corn crop, a 1.2tHt.0tt0,(t00 bushel oats crop. The virld of 
potatoes and bay is also likely to be eonsiderably ahead of last year. 
The total value of these five crops is estimated at $.'{.000,000,000. or 
about $2(Mi.OOO.tI"" ahead of last year. In all probability the aggre­
gate of all agricultural wealth produced this year will be about $!>.- 
000.000.000 as against $S..‘>00.000.000. the figures of the Department 
ot Agrieulture last year. What this annual produetion of new wealth 
means to this eountry may be estimated when it is remembered that 
the eapital stork of all the railroads in the United States is placed 
at $8,470,000,000. An increase ot $.>00,0110,0(10 in agricultural 
products in a single year cannot but be a powerful stimulus to 
business. ”

That is the optimistic aide of it. It is the side that everyone
I■ kes  ..... '"template at all times except the man who seeks an excuse
now ami again lor the high prices that combined big business inter f 
csts resolve upon. It is only the wish of all well-meaning people that j 
this magnificent rorii crop will not disappear when the beef barons 
start out to tell the eountry that we are no longer raising provender | 
for rattle, and that with shortening supply the demand must mean 
more money for what they sell, lint when these men and others of 
their ilk get ready to enter their apologies they pay no attention tot 
the facts of greater production; they simply make the sweeping state- ' 

ment that we are fast approaching the margin where we will not raise 
enough to live decently upon and they simply have to conserve tile 
supply as best they ran by charging the highest price the market will 
bear. If the Wall-street man and the statisticians of the Department 
of Agriculture would take some ot these gentlemen in hand and { 
teach them at least the wisdom of consistency, their simulated pes­
simism might appear somewhat less ridiculous.

ANNEX MEXICO’’ N 0. THANK YOU.
The American Hanker suggests annexation to the United States 

as the only remedy for the chronic unrest in Mexico. That would be 
very agreeable to the American investor in the republic south of the! 
Rio Grande, also beneficial to the Mexicans, if they could only realize 
the fact. Mnt we should find reduction of the country to some sem-

states would clamor for admission to the Union as states, and poli­
ticians would back their demand in hopes of winning the Mexican 
vote.

I)o we wish to swallow at one gulp a half-breed population split 
into warring factions of Maderistas. Orozcoistas. Vasquitas and Ze- 
patistas? Do we wish to make the attempt to assimilate them? What 
community of interest, thought, aspirations have we with such a peo­
ple.’ What would become of our boasted Anglo - Saxon civilization 
when we mingled with it the semi-civilized of a nation half Indian, 
half Spaniard? We are already confronted by grave problems arising 
trom the attempt to assimilate the million or so immigrants who come 
in yearly. IIow could we meet the immeasurably graver problem of 
assimilating 14,000,000 aliens of one race at one time?

Merely to ask these questions is ample reason for returning a 
decisive negative to any project to annex Mexico. The best we can 
do with that republic is to leave it to stew in its own juice, taking 
care not to allow any of its rebellious rabble to overflow our borders. 
It may become necessary to send an expedition for the rescue of those 
Americans who are exposed to risk of death or starvation in the land 
of many revolutions and for the collection of indemnity for their 
losses. Having done this, we should withrdaw our troops from the 
plagued country and leave it to settle its own internal quarrels.
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Have You Ever i
Had a

VISIT BY THE SEA
or a I

RUN ON THE SANDY SHORE
at §

N O R T H  B E A C H

BALKED THE BULL

P ressncs of M in d  T h a t  Saved th a  L tfa  
ot a L itt le  C h ild .

A reg im en t o t th e  G erm an  a rm y  
re s tin g  In a co u n try  i-oad w as ap p a lled  
to see a g re a t hull m adly  p u rsu in g  a 
li t t le  child  In a held u ear by an d  y e t 
so t a r  aw ay  th a t  th e  child  could  no t 
be reached  In tim e  to  sav e  It nor y e t 
saved  by th e  shoo ting  o f th e  an im al.

T h e  bull had  h is h o rn s dowD, a n d  all 
th e  so ld iers w ere horrified to  see th a t  
Id a n o th e r  m om ent th e  child  m u st be 
gored to  d ea th . l-’o r an  In s ta n t  no 
one seem ed to  know  w h a t to  do. and  
th en  th e  d ru m  m ajo r sh o u ted  to  th e  
b ug lers o f th e  hand , w ho stood n ea r  
w ith  th e ir  in s tru m e n ts  In th e ir  h an d s , 
to  sound  a loud b last. T hey  looked 
ag h as t.

"Sound. I sa y , fo r  G od 's sak e , to  
sa v e  th e  ch ild !"  repen ted  t h e .d r u m  
m ajor.

T hen  th e  b u g le rs  b lew  a  M ast a t  th e  
top  o f  th e ir  lungs. T h e  d ru m  m ajo r 
knew  th a t  a n im a ls  o f  th a t  species 
w ere  so m uch affec ted  by s tra n g e  and  
h igh p itched  m usica l soun d s th a t  they  
seem ed com pelled to  Im ita te  them . 
Yhts bull p roven  to he no excep tion  to 
th e  rule.

As soon a s  be heard  th e  bugle b las t 
he paused  In h is p u rsu it  o f th e  child , 
g lanced  to w ard  th e  band, ra ised  hts 
head  and  began to  bellow m adly . T he 
bug lers k ep t up a s  high and  d isc o rd a n t 
a tu m u lt a s  they  could , and  m ean tim e  
so ld iers w ere ru n n in g  to  th e  rescue  of 
th e  child

B efore th e  bull bad  finished hts a t ­
ten tio n  to th e  bug les th e  ch lid  w as In 
a p lace  o f sa fe ty  — N ew  York T ribune.

STOCKINGS OF SILK.
T h s  F irs t  P a ir  Q ueen Bess W o re  M ade 

a H it  W ith  H e r  M ajesty .
D p un til th e  tim e  o t  H enry  VI1L 

stock ings w ere  m ad e  o u t o f  o rd in a ry  
clo th . T h e  k ing’s  o w n  w ere  m ad e  o u t 
o t y a rd  w ide ta ffe ta . I t  w as  ouly by 
ch ance  th a t  he m ig h t o b ta in  a p a ir  o f 
silk  hose from  Spain. I lls  son, E d ­
w ard  VI.. received a s  a  p re sen t from  
S ir T h o m as G resh am  "a  p a ir  o f  long

silk’ stock ings." F o r som e y e a rs  longer 
silk sto ck in g s con tin u ed  to  be a  g re a t 
ra rity . S ays S tow :

“ In th e  second y e a r  o f Q ueen E liza 
beth  h er silk w om an. M is tre ss  Mon- 

( tag u e . p resen ted  her m ajes ty  w ith  a  
j p a ir  o f black kn it sto ck in g s fo r  a 
I N ew  Y ear's g ift, w htch  a f te r  a few  

d ay s’ w earin g  p leased  her h ighness so 
well th a t  she  se n t fo r M istress M on­
ta g u e  an d  asked h er w here  she  had 
bad th em  an d  It she  could help h er to 
any  more, w ho an sw ere d , say ing . ‘1 
m ade them  very ca re fu lly , o t p u rpose  
only fo r your m ajes ty , and . seeing  
th ese  o lease  yon so w ell, 1 will p res 

I en tly  «et m ore In oand .
! “ ‘Do so. quo th  th e  queen . T or In
I deed I like silk sto c k in g s so well, be­
c au se  they  a re  p leasan t, tine and  dell- 

| ca te , th a t  D encefortb I will w e a r no 
I m ore clo th  stocklniis.
I "A nd from  th a t  dav  up to  her d ea th  
th e  queen  ne>er w o re  cloth, bu t only 
yilk s to c k in g s .'’ -N ew  York H erald .
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S U B S C R IB E  F O R

T H E  T I M E S

Salaries R aised 
E v e r y  M o n t h

If one th ing  more than  an o th er proves the  ab ility  of the In terna tional
Correspondence School», of Scranton, to raise the  salaries of poorly paid 
bu t am bitious men and women— to raise YOUR salary—it is the  m onthly 
average of MOO letters V O LU NTARILY w ritten  by studen ts telling of 
salaries raised and positions bettered  through I. C. S. help.

YOU d o n ’t live so far aw ay th a t the  I. C. S. cannot reach you. P ro­
vided you can read and write, your schooling has no t been so restricted 
th a t the I. C. S. cannot help you. Y our occupation is not such th a t 
the  I. C. S. cannot improve it. Your spare tim e is no t so lim ited th a t it 
cannot be used in acquiring an I. C. S. training. Your m eans are no t so 
slender th a t you cannot afford it. The occupation of your choice is not 
so high th a t the  I. C. S. cannot tra in  you to  fill it. Y our salary  is no t so 
great that the  I. C. S cannot raise it. To learn how easily it can be 
done, m ark and mail the a ttach ed  coupon.

A Salary Increase For YOU
Add to the three hundred student«  heard from every m onth , the o ther 

successful studen ts not heard ♦ ♦ ♦ • • ♦ <
from and you have some idea of J International C orrespondeiH e Sthools
the tremen hms salary 
power of the I. C. S.

P l e a s e  e s p i a t a ,  a l t o o s t  f a r t h e r  o b l i g a t i o n  • o my 
pa r t  how I c a a  q u a l i f y  for  t h e  p o s i r ^  a .  t r a d e ,  o r 
p r o f e s s i o n  b e f o r e  w h ic n  I  hI ha ve  m a r k e d  X

If you have the least spark of 
am bition in you, you certainly do 
not wish to  stay  a t a low wage 
all your life. You can acquire an 
I. C . S. train ing  in your spare 
tim e Marking the coupon costs 
you nothing, and does not bind 
y»m in any way.

Send the coupon N O W

Autom«tMia Running E  actrical W iram a«
Poultry Forming Ila e tric a l fnginaar
Book*»»«1« ' Machanteal Oraftsma«
St#n#gr«pA«r Mocnanical Engmaar
Advartismg •••-> T • apbana Ex» >rt
Ss>*» - Card W riting Stationary Engmaar
W  « d o »  Trimm -ng Tastila Manufacturing
C o m m trtu i llluatrating C*v" E«g>naar
mduatrlal Oaaigrmg Building Contraatpr
ArcMtociurw O-aM sm a- Arctlitaot

C o r s it i »  Cdnatruet'*«
Plumbing, tt«a m  F i fing
M m « F o ra m i«

C „ "  « . '•  « «
M m « SuCSrI«t**d»rt

S ir Mi and V o .- 

City--------------- S ta t t—

H. H. Harris, Manager,409 McKay Bldg., Portland

WASHINGTON

Did you know you could reach this delightful care-slaying, 
health-giving, fun-making

SUMMER RESORT
by taking the

O.-W. R. & N.
Then down the

I C O L U M B IA  R IV E R  v ia S T E A M E R S
“ T. J. POTTER,” “ HASSALO” and “ HARVEST QUEEN” 

TO MEGLER.

Wher trains connect with boats for North Beach Points.

g  YOU CAN YOU SHOULD §
Phone Ash-street Dock or City Tiekt Office, Third and 

Washington streets, for reservation and take a
REST BY THE SEA.
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JN THE COUNTY COUKT OF THE STATE 
OF OREGON, FOR THE COUNTY 

OF MULTNOMAH.
In the Matter of the Estate of
LO U IS  X. BISSON NETT. Deceased.

NOTICE OF PRIVATE SALE.
Notice is hereby given th a t  in pu rsuance  

of an o rder  of the  above-en tit led  court made 
on the 23rd day of Ju ly , 1912. in the  m a t ­
te r  of the es ta te  of Louis  N. Bissonnett ,  de­
ceased, the unders igned, the ad m in is t r a to r  of 
said esta te,  will sell at  p r iva te  sale, sub jec t 
to confirmation by the above-ent it led  court,  
the following descr ibed  real property,  together  
with the im provements  thereon, to-wit:

All th a t ce rta in  tr ac t <tr portion  of land  
s itua ted  in Mul tnomah County. Sta te  of O re­
gon, more par t icu lar ly  descr ibed  as being  the 
east hal f of Lot 12 and the  east hal f of Lot . 
13. Block 3, Vernon  Addi tion  to the ci ty  of 
Portland,  Mul tnomah County, Oregon.

Said  sale will he made on Monday, the I 
26th  day of August, 1912. at  10 o ’clock A. I 
M. of  said day, at room 514 Couch building. 
Por tland . Oregon, in said city, county and 
s tate. Terms  of said sale will he cash.

D ate d  th is  the 24th  day  of Ju ly , 1912.
V.  A. BREW ER,

L. D.  MAHONE, Admin ist rator . I
Attorney  for the Es ta te , 513-514-515 

Couch Building.
Date  of first publ icat ion, Ju ly  27.
D ate  of last publ icat ion, August  24.

BAGGAGE STORED THREE DAYS FREE

T H E

Baggage & Omnibus 
Transfer Co.

General Transfering and Storage

Main Office and Warehouse

PARK AND DAVIS STS., PORTLAND

Telephones: Main 6980, A 3322

t g m

m OREGON 
l E t N  C j f F ^ W d  N X 3  
C O M P A N Y

Phone or Write

Government Standard 

Powders Company
OF PORTLAND

And Have an Expert Explain Our 

Money Maker

Main 63S3 90 First Street


