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CHOOSE GOOD C O M P A N IO N S

Young people, the influence of your com panions 
m ark out your course very largely for good or bad 
m ar or help you. Most young people are w hat their 
com panions make them . T he characters of the m a­
jo rity  are formed largely by accident, not by m ature 
purpose. Nearly every failure we see is caused by the 
influence of others. I t is hard to find a young man 
or woman who has failed—a social or moral wreck— 
but their m isfortune can be attribu ted  to the influence 
of a false or m isguided friend. Com panionship is a 
leading force in life.

Every boy and girl of health  and spirit have a 
friend. These friends are of two k inds—the helpful 
and the h u rtfu l. Rare it is th a t the influence of an­
other lacks power. I t is natural for a boy or girl to 
like some one, desire them  as a com panion to run  with 
and in whom they may confide. I t  is as natural for 
each young person at Chemawa and elsewhere to like 
another and desire to be w ith them as it is for them  to 
breathe. I t is likewise qu ite as natural for a young 
person to absorb from tha t com panion w hatever good 
or bad he has to give off. All men and women who 
rem em ber th e ir  school days need not be told tha t the 
influence of a chance com panion, picked up at school 
or elsewhere, may strike deeper and last longer than 
the thousand times reiterated advice of father or mother, 
or teachers, disciplinarians, m atrons, or others. W hy, 
there has hardly ever been a boy or girl expelled from 
school but they were started on the down grade 
th rough  the  influence of a bad com panion.

All this is a queer phase of hum an nature , but it is 
true, and, being true, m ust be reckoned w ith a t Che­
mawa as at other places in our plans for upbuilding. 
T he point we wish to make is tha t the wise boy or 
girl will be very careful with whom they choose to 
chum . W hen youth  grows older it is easier to d is­
crim inate in the selection of associates.

W hile a t Chemawa, young friends, your characters 
will be form ed. D uring the period of from 12 to 20 
years of age, when your natu re is plastic and im pres­
sions form easily and quickly, com panions come m ain­
ly by pure chance. The real tim e to select and dis­
crim inate is rig h t at the start. We tru ly  believe tha t 
as m uch hangs upon what kind of a boy, what kind of

a girl, you select to run  with and take deep in to  your 
inner life and confidence, as upon practically  all o th e r 
kinds of influences.

Associations will form on the line of natu ra l selec­
tion. W e have never observed a case w here advice 
has been effective in regard to the selection of a friend. 
The boy or girl of im pure habits will usually  m ingle 
with those of the same trend. Birds of a color flock 
together.

W hat is wanted at our school, w hat is necessary 
everywhere, trustw orth iness and reliab ility , is an in ­
fluence for good, and by manly or womanly independ­
ence, backed by sound judgm ent and common sense, 
each one of our young people can have proper com ­
panions. H u n t for a boy or girl who has aspirations 
and ideals. If such a kind do not tu rn  up, hun t them  
up. You will find th a t such an one w ants you, for 
friendships of the higher sort are, as a m atte r of fact, 
not so common. After you form a com panionship, 
cultivate and elevate the friendship. H elp  each o ther 
in every little th ing  th a t builds up  m anhood and w o­
m anhood. Encourage each other to despise the sh if t­
less, the mean, the unclean.

Surprisingly quick others will see th is type of m an ­
hood and w om anhood, which after all is most a ttractive 
to young people, and you will be the nucleus of an 
ever-w idening group. By so doing you will m ake 
sure of your own character and become an influence 
for the good of o thers and in due tim e take your place 
in the com pany of the w orld’s helpers.

A lthough the  w eather conditions are not settled 
there is every evidence oi business bustle  about our 
large farm preparatory  to spring  p lan ting  of farm and 
garden.

It is w onderful here in the spring. Ju st at p resent, 
even if the season is backward, one can hear the birds 
in every direction singing as though their th roats would 
burst, and here and there a flower is peeping out.

W ork is m oving forward rapidly in the construction  
of the large new dorm itory for our boys. F or the in ­
form ation of our non-resident readers we will state 
that the location of th is s truc tu re  is ju s t south  of 
M itchell H all.


