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THE ID LER
T hat which is stationary  is said to be idle, and it 

is yea, awfully idle. T hat which just moves is also 
som ewhat idle. Inanim ate th ings are idle from ne­
cessity; there is no choice for lifeless th ings, as id le­
ness is an enforced condition from the very nature of 
th ings. W hat we have in m ind is idleness which is 
inspired by laziness, and which is found only in an i­
mal life.

W e have m echanical contrivances which can be set 
to work by w inding, or by steam or electricity, or by 
the wind or by water or some o ther power or force. All 
of these m echanical conveniences are adapted solely 
for the use and benefit of m ankind and are the result

! of his m ental ingenuity . These m echanical things
really represent an imm ense saving of labor in the 
work of the world and w hat is accom plished by them 
is almost incredible. But back of the activ ity  of these

I m achines there stands the greatest force on earth , the
I  m ind of m an. These m achines are representative of
I  active, creative m entality— not in any  sense arc they
I  the childern  of an idle man or an idle women.
b  To do no th ing  is to idle; to do noth ing  is to stag-
I  nate, m entally and physically; to have no desire wliat-
!  ever to work at any th ing  is a most lam entable state or
I condition, and woe unto the m an or woman, boy or
| g irl, who becomes self-doomed to such a state. It is

impossible to im agine a worse condition—am ore hope­
less fate.

On every hand we are confronted with an arm y of 
would-be idlers who are drafted by their more active 
and capable fellow-men and set to work. These 
would-be idlers may be said to be w ound-up in the 
m anner of an eight-day clock and set runn ing . Tike 
a clock, they need constant supervision to see that they 
do not run  down, or stop from some of the many phases 
of inanim ation which abides w ithin them . This 
seems a rather drastic com parison to m ake between h u ­
m an beings and m achines, and yet, sad to affirm, it is 
wholly true. W e apologize not for our u tterances, nor 
do we take them back.

It takes a certain am ount of labor to feed and clothe 
and make comfortable the people of the world. By 
righ ts, and every sense of justice, each individual 
should do his share of the w orld’s w ork. If he does 
not he is an idler yes, he is worse, because by his own 
inactiv ity  he is com pelling some other person to do his 
work for him. In  such a light the idler is not simplv 
a th ing  of no im portance—he is of sufficient im portance 
to m erit the contem pt of all. He expects the active, 
forceful people of the world to provide for him thè 
necessities of life. Shame upon the idler! T hrough

the sufferance of benevolent hum anity  the idler is a l­
lowed to eat and live. It is our personal opinion that 
idlers are treated too well. I t is our doctrine that he 
who contributes in no way to assisting in the work of 
the world has no righ t to expect to share in what other 
men and women produce. Is there an y th in g  amiss in 
our doctrine? Only an idler will say so and when an 
objection is voiced, by tha t very act he who objects 
stam ps himself as an idler.

H um an beings are too k ind-hearted . They suffer 
the idler to exist. Of course, they are hum an beings 
and are presum ed to be superior to  the beasts of the 
field and the insects of the earth , but we believe, never­
theless tha t the hum an family can learn from some of 
the various insects tha t cum ber the earth . Consider 
th is, please: An idler is a hum an drone; d o n ’t attem pt 
to deny i t —he is! Do you, reader, know what the 
bees do w ith the ir drones? H ard  as it may appear to 
the drones ( th e  id lers), they kill them . Here is some­
thing for the would-be idler to ponder. It is appalling, 
we adm it.

T he bee family is not alone in the insect world in 
the m atter of individual industry  and effort. The ant 
is ju s t as wonderful and is a lesson in industrious effort 
for all of us. AU through  nature industry  on the part 
of bird and beast is necessary for creature life. Man is 
sm arter than all of the dum b creatures of earth , but 
some men and women, boys and girls, have acquired 
a false idea or two in the m atter of existence and the 
how by which they are to exist.

T he old Mosaic law of “ an eye for an eye and a tooth 
fo ra  to o th ’’ m ight with justice apply to our army of 
idlers. In fact, those who produce no th ing  should 
receive nothing. On th is basis there could be no ju s t 
com plaint in our opinion. W hat righ t has anybody 
to stretch  forth  his hand and snatch bread from the 
hand of another— from the producer of tha t bread? In 
a sense, in effect, th is is virtually  w hat the idler, the 
non-producer, does. Is this right? No! Ten thou­
sand noes!

Let our studen ts at Cheinawa give heed to these 
m atters, for they are im portant. Do not expect som e­
th ing  for noth ing . This great school has been placed 
here by the governm ent for your use. Here you are 
given the opportunity  to get an education; you are 
taught, fed, clothed, doctored when sick, e tc., by the 
governm ent free of all charge to you. W hat is the 
great idea back of all this? It certainly  is not the de­
velopment of a horde of idlers—just the opposite, in fact. 
The governm ent (the  people) want no idlers, no drones, 
it does not wish to expend m illions in their propaga­
tion year after year. T he object of Chemawa, the 
same as other great schools, is to create a state of mind 
that will spell death  for idlers—for drones.
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