
I  20.
‘i  M AV X

P r in t e d  a t  C h e m a w a , O re g o n , a n d  D e v o te d  to  th e  In te r e s t s  o f  In d ia n  E d u c a t io n

Vol. X X III W ednesday, F e b ru a ry  16, 1921 No. 19

OPPORTUNITIES

W eak students wait for opportunities; strong s tu ­
dents make them . T he lack of opportun ity  is ever 
the excuse of a weak, changeable or vaccilating m ind. 
Every life is full of opportunities. Every lesson you 
have is an opportunity . Every exam ination carries 
w ith it a chance for advancem ent. Every transac­
tion is an opportunity—an opportunity  to be polite, 
an opportunity  to be m anly, an opportunity  to be 
honest, and an opportun ity  to make friends. Every 
proof of confidence in you is a great opportun ity .

I t is the idle, lazy student, not the w orker, who is 
always com plaining that he has no tim e or opportunity . 
Some young people will make more out of the oppor­
tun ities  which many carelessely throw  away than  
others will get out of a whole lifetim e. D on’t wait 
for your oppo tuu ity— make it. W h a te v e r  you do. as 
students at Chemawa or after leaving school, or w her­
ever you may be at present, make every sacrifice neces­
sary to keep in an atm osphere, an envirom ent, tha t 
will stim ulate you to self-im provem ent. Keep close 
to those who will help you to make the most of you r­
self. T his alone may make in you the difference 
between a grand success and an alm ost complete 
failure.

Stick to those who are try ing  to do som ething and 
to be somebody in the world— people of high aims 
and lofty am bitions. Keep close to those who are 
dead-in-earnest, for am bition is contagious. You will 
catch the sp irit th a t dom inates in your environm ent. 
T he success of those about you who are try in g  to 
clim b upw ard will encourage and stim ulate you to 
struggle harder if you have not done quite so well 
yourself.

T here is a g reat difference between the chance of a 
young man or a young woman who starts out w ith a 
thorough understanding w ith them selves tha t they are 
going to make a success of their lives, w ith a resolu­
tion to win at all hazards, and those who set out w ith 
no particu lar aim or am bition, backed by no firm de­
term ination tha t they will make good no m atter how 
long it takes or how hard the fight.

S tudents and readers, it is p itifu l to see so many 
drifters in our schools and elsewhere; young people 
who would like to get on but who have not the am bi­

tion or g rit to commit themselves to the task of secur­
ing  an education, fully determ ined th a t no th ing  shall 
discourage them , that they shall recognize no obstacles 
in their course obstacles which those w ith a loose 
aim and half-hearted purpose view on every hand. A 
firm resolution to conquer will frighten away the bug­
bears which deter the faint-hearted and unam bitious 
person. Yes, a grim determ ination to do a th ing  will 
banish a lot of obstructions and difficulties. T here is 
no use in try ing  to keep back a man or wom an, boy 
or g irl, who is strongly determ ined to advance. 
Doubts and fears flee before resolute purpose. T here 
is som ething fine and noble in the very determ ination  
of a student to win at all hazards, som ething grand in 
resolution to conquer and not waver— som ething 
which not only inspires our adm iration bu t wins our 
confidence and carries our conviction.

W e believe tha t the studen t who takes such an a tti­
tude is a w inner; tha t there is a g reat reason back of 
his superb self-confidence—the consciousness of power 
to do the th ing  he undertakes. So righ t now, readers, 
young and old, each one of you, resolve th a t you will 
take advantage of every opportun ity  offered you at 
th is great school, or where else you may be, and 
prove your resolution by being constant day by day, 
using every m inute to im prove your m ind.

Those of you who are a ttend ing  school at Chemawa 
have opportunities s ta ring  you righ t in the face which 
we urge you to em brace. T hey  are offered you free 
of charge. T hey  are opportunities for w hich any 
w hite boy or g irl would pay at least $800 per annum . 
T h in k  it over and decide for yourself; decide rig h t, 
though , make your decision to fight for an education, 
and to make such decision absolutely final bu rn  all 
bridges behind you. T hen, when you know th a t you 
have com m itted yourself to the one work of securing 
an education you will be careful of your tim e, your 
judgm ent will improve as you tru s t it, depend upon 
it and use it, and your progress will be a surprise and 
joy to yourself. So, let us adm onish you to m ake 
your own opportunities.

How m any realize th a t as a ru le it has not been peo­
ple favored w ith  m oney, but the poor boys and girls, 
lowly people w ith  seem ingly no chance, who have

(Continued on page 4)
i,


