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CHARACTER, AND REPUTATION
Students, you who rem ain at Chemawa for a term 

of years and com plete your full course in whatever 
vocation you have chosen and graduate with good 
principles and a fine character, backed w ith a good 
reputation , are m ade for life. T his reputation  is bet­
ter than the greatest financial capital. I t  will m ake 
you friends and open up a sure way to honor, h ap ­
piness and easy circum stances.

How mortified some of us would be if we knew 
ju st how our associates rated us. For instance, one 
of us m ight be rated 100 for politeness, 75 for k in d ­
ness, 50 for tru thfu lness, 25 for ab ility , and so on. 
Every tim e we have dealings, or come in contact w ith 
another, we get a ra ting . People know w hether we 
are advancing or retrograd ing . Each and every one 
of us go th rough  life labelled all over w ith tags for 
those who know us. W e may be rated high in most 
respects, but the general average may be cu t low by 
some vicious habit. If you have pu t your whole self 
into your daily life while here your words will have 
m uch force, your influence m uch w eight. If tha t 
whole self be true and high , pure and kind, vigorous 
and forceful, you can do w hat you will.

Every act of yours is a guide board that tells people 
about you and indicates the way you have lived, so, 
aside from having a definite aim, and tha t aim lived 
up to conscientiously and efficiently, it pays in con­
ten tm ent and success.

Do we have m any studen ts here who live day by 
day w ithout a rudder to steer them? Shiftless p u r­
poseless, drifting  along day after day w ithout purpose 
or plan, w ith no strong aim to advance. Do we have 
any of tha t kind here?

Chemawa resorts to every means to expand and d e ­
velop your possibilities; she urges you to struggle 
along day by day, securing a little here and a little 
there until you have reached the sta tu re  of a rounded 
out man or woman. W e try  in every reasonable way 
to induce you to progress, to arouse the best tha t is 
in you, presenting to you pictures of success in order 
to have you put forth your best efforts until you 
make them real in your life. This is what we are try ­
ing  to do. We w ant your co-operation, your per­
severence, your application to your work, then by

patience and industry  you can graduate with honor.
You cannot get there, however, by counterfeiting 

and im itations, fox cunning  and crafty counterfeits 
are soon detected—you will get ju st what you have 
earned. Y our advancem ent comes in proportion to 
your w ork—your w orth. Only the true aud pure can 
stand the test. By your work and perseverence you 
show what you are made of; dare to be yourself; have 
the courage to be somebody. Every deed you perform 
stands forth to your credit or discredit and prophesies
your fu tu re . Keep your record clean.

T he test of the studen t is m anifested in the sp irit in
w hich he goes about his work. If he goes about it 
g rudgingly , if his enthusiasm  and love for it do not 
lift it out of the “ com m onness”  and make it a delight 
instead of a bore, he will not go very far. W hat you 
do is a part of yourself. I t is the expression of what 
you stand for. W hen you see a s tu d e n t’s work you 
see him practically  as he is. W e cannot th ink  very 
m uch of ourselves when we are not honest in our work 

when we are not doing our best. You cannot plead
weakness or handicap for failure. T he fact is, a 
large part of the failures on part of some boys and 
girls is due to dow nright laziness, an unw illingness to 
m ake an effort. W hen a s tu d en t ceases to fight, 
ceases to try , you cannot do m uch for him except to 
endeaver to im bue him with self faith , and even that 
is impossible unless such a studen t will show some 
in terest in him self. T his k ind  of a student will d rift 
along from one th ing  to another and be a “ no body ,” 
ju st because he does not face the rig h t way. If you 
feel tha t you are down and out, and everyth ing  about 
you looks black and discouraging, ju s t try  the experi­
m ent of facing the other way— tow ard hope and e x ­
pectancy. Resolve w ith all the vigor you can m uster 
tha t you are going to have your education. Keep at 
it persistently  and take it from us tha t very soon 
th ings will appear more bright, hopeful and cheerfu l. 
G rit is the m aster key which unlocks all difficulties. 
No substitu te  for tenacity of purpose has ever been 
discovered. N oth ing  takes the place of clean g rit. 
Look out for the period in your school life when you 
are tem pted to tu rn  back or stop school. T here is 
the danger point.
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