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“HOBBY HORSES”

A hobby of the righ t sort is a fine th ing  for a boy 
or g irl—in fact, a respectable hobby will harm  no-one, 
young or old. A hobby may be defined as som ething 
th a t makes a strong appeal to its possessor. T hen 
we are safe in the assum ption that the prosecution of 
a hobby may involve labor, and let us hope th a t it 
may be labor to a good end. I t will be a fine th ing  
for those who take up so-called hobbies to use d is­
cretion in the m atter and select “ th a t som ething on 
which to expend though t and energy w ith a view to its 
possible grow th in to  a fu ture of respectable proportions 
for its possessor.

For instance, better to illustrate our m eaning as re ­
gards the last sentence: Suppose a boy or girl begins 
as a hobby rider w ith a kodak, it will be easy to see 
th a t it may lead to ow nership later of a photograph 
studio, or to proficiency as an engraver, as a know ­
ledge of photography is necessary in engrav ing  as 
carried on largely now-a days. O r, let us suppose 
tha t a m usical in strum en t represents the hobby, in 
which case there is ahead of the hobby the possibility 
of having a studio  and teaching as a means of g a in ­
ing  a livelihood. If teaching is distasteful there is a 
field for professional playing in ensemble or as an in ­
dividual a rtis t—the rem uneration being governed en ­
tirely by the know ledge and ability possessed.

W e can see tha t w hat may start as a hobby may d e ­
velop into som ething decidedly worth while. One 
can be serious even when rid ing  a “ hobby h o rse .” 
T ry  and select th a t “ horse” with a view to its ca rry ­
ing  you somewhere. T hen  ride it w ith a purpose in 
m ind. Develop a desire to work at som ething your­
self. G et the feeling th a t you want to do it alone, your 
very self, tha t it will not be done as you desire it u n ­
less you roll up your sleeves and do it. Foster a feeling 
tha t even an assistant m ight bungle m atters for you— 
that it is too im portan t to  you to tru st to other hands. 
T h at you w ant it done and w ant to do it— in fact, 
th a t y o u ’d sooner do it  than not do it—rather work 
at it than  not work. Once you are full of th a t sp irit 
you can branch out and apply your doctrine of “ w ork” 
aud of “ doing it yourself” to m any th ings. I t mav 
take years to bring about the ideal in the way of self­

developm ent, but rem em ber tha t successes are the re ­
sult largely of slow and careful growth and building.

Y oung children are rarely lazy. They are, if left 
free to follow their own im pulses, usually to be found 
doing som ething for the very love of it. Many tim es 
they are in their childish fancies and im aginations fol­
lowing most rational callings— the girl m aking clothes 
for her doll baby, the boy runn ing  a stream  of water 
in the im aginary irrigation of his cabbage patch. All is 
real to childhood and all is energy and industry  if u n ­
ham pered by elders. Can we older people not em ulate 
the child to advantage in many ways? At least in 
shaking off th a t lazy feeliug w hich results largely 
from lack of interest?

At Chemawa there is always m uch to do great 
th ings possible for all— why not select a hobby from 
some of them? For instance, take as a hobby the 
m atter of a “ perfect le sson .” This will lead you 
somewhere. O r, if a carpenter, get it into your head 
tha t you would sooner be a carpenter than any th ing  
else in the world and th a t you will be a good carpen­
te r ,”  too, the very best w ithin your power. T his il­
lustration  will apply to those in every departm ent of 
our school, both vocational and academic, for both 
boys and girls alike. Now choose your hobby horse' 
and r id e —ride in the direction of a place called “ Som e­
w here” and when you reach your destination rem em ­
ber tha t your ride began at Chemawa.

TRY SA YING  IT FAST

T his is one of the cleverest, jing ling  tongue-tw isters 
th a t was ever devised. If you are able to read th rough  
it rapidly w ithout getting  the words tangled up you 
are to be congratu lated  on having m astered in an e x ­
ceptional m anner the art of articu lation  and en u n c ia ­
tion. Here it is:

If a H o tten to t tau g h t a H o tten to t tot 
To ta lk  ere th e  to t could to tte r.

O ught th e  H o tten to t tot 
To be ta u g h t to  say “ a u g h t”

Or “ n a u g h t,”  or w hat ough t to  be tau g h t her?
If to hoot and toot a H o tten to t tot

Be tau g h t by a H o tten to t tooter,
Should th e  tooter ge t hot if th e  H o tten to t tot

Hoot and toot at th e  H o tten to t tooter?


