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DECLAMATION CONTEST
Annual Try-out for Final Places in Competition for Prizes 

During Commencement—The Occasion was one of 
Unusual Interest and Merits the Prominence Given it 
at Chemawa. Arthur Johnson Took First Place

T he tryout for the annual declam ation contest d u r ­
ing  com mencem ent week took place on Thursday night 
last. There were fifteen try ing  for places, composed 
of students in the 6th , 8th, 9th and 10th grades. 
T here were none to represent the 7th grade on ac­
count of the teacher being ill and off du ty  for a m onth 
or more. But no doubt there will be several contest­
ants from this grade at the final dem onstration.

Much interest was m anifested and the endeavors on 
the part of each speaker indicated a strong desire to 
excel. Indeed, these studen ts seemed determ ined, 
each in tu rn , to win a place on the team and showed 
such earnestness as to win com m endation from all. 
T he following is the list of sDeakers:
R ena B lacketer "T h e  Indian  an Am erican C itizen’’

- - - - - -  S ix th  G rade
E va D ubray "C o u n tin g  E g g s”  - E igh th  G rade
G ertrude  Todd " T h e  P ride  of B attery B”  E ig h th  G rade
M aude C raig “ At Bed T im e”  - S ix th  G rade
Elizabeth  M ontgom ery— ‘‘No Room for M other”  T en th  G rade 
C larence Edw ards “ T he K n ig h t’s T oast”  N in th  G rade
Roy N uckolls " K e e n a n ’s C harge”  N in th  G rade
V ictoria Sansaver "T im  Crane and th e  W idow ”

‘ * * • E ig h th  G rade
F red  W ilder " T h e  E n g in ee r’s Last R u n ”
A T en th  G rade

G eorge Thom as " T ru th  and  V ictory”  - E ig h th  G rade 
W illiam  Frazier " K in g  P h ilip  to th e  W hite C itizen”

N in th  G rade
"D e  Valley and S h ad d er”  T en th  G rade 
"T h e  Doom of Claudius and C yn th ia”

N in th  G rade
A rth u r Johnson  " T h e  Chariot R ace” — from Ben H ur

T en th  G rade
Louise DeMacon " T h e  C onfessional”  - N in th  G rade 

T here was one hour and a-half of o ratory , em brac­
ing pathos, dram atic effect, tragedy, hum or and all 
effects in the elocutionary art, in which the audience 
was entertained and given literary edification of a 
h igh order. At tim es the speakers held the audience 
spellbound and carried the listeners w ith them  into
d ie land of fancy, realism , im agination and tragedy 
T he judges, composed of Superin tendent H all, R uthvn 
Turney and D. S. T urner, announced the successful

H attie  M artin 
Louis Colby

candidates for places in the order in which in their 
judgm ent they should rank , as follows:
1. A u th u r Johnson 8. E lizabeth M ontgomery
2. H attie  M artin 9. F red W ilder
3. Louise Demacon 10. George Thom as
4. Victoria Sansaver 11. Clarence Edw ards
5. W illiam  Frazier 12. G ertude Todd
6. Louis Colby 13. Eva Dubray
7. Rov Nuckolls 14. Maude Craig

15. Rena Blacketer
These contests have grow n to be a prom inent fea­

tu re  at our com m encem ent exercises, w hich will take 
place the first w’eek in June  this year.

T he experience was of such value to every contestant 
tha t it should have more than  offset any possible sting  
of defeat. So far as we know the  decision was re ­
ceived philosophically and gave general satisfaction. 
T he final contest will be judged by those who make a 
profession of oratory or elocution.

W e wish to congratu late all fifteen of the com petitors, 
for it w as a m ighty good exhibition of w hat can be 
done in the way of a declam ation try-out.

In the judgm ent of those who passed on the merits 
of the efforts A rthur Johnson, H attie  M artin, Louise 
Demacon and V ictoria Sansaver should be commended 
for unusual capacity, effort and natural ease.

From  the exhibition given last T hursday  night all 
hopes are high for a final contest next June that will 
eclipse all former efforts.

T he ’varsity basketball team together w ith M r. 
Bent and Mr. H auser were deligh tfu lly  entertained 
on T hursday  evening last at a d inner given by Mr. 
and M rs. H enderson at their home.

Com m encem ent week th is year will follow the 
usual order, w ith  a baccalaureate serm on, class play, 
general school en terta inm en t, declam ation contest, a 
m usicale, together with g raduating  exercises, athletics, 
com petitive drill, etc.

The Senior class is now’ arrang ing  for the annual of 
1920, and will visit a photographer in Salem at an 
early day in order to secure a photograph of each 
m em ber. It is intended to have the annual in the 
same style as the one gotten  out last year. Several 
innovations are planned for the 1920 class.


