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CHEMAWA MAKES DEMONSTRATION

In  our last issue owing to lack of space we were u n ­
able to give as full and satisfactory an account of our 
A rm istice Day observance as our dem onstration w ar­
ran ted . T he Salem Statesm an covered the ground 
most satisfactorily and we are publishing the ir account 
of our fine m eeting, as follows:

A rm istic Day at the Chemawa Ind ian  school was 
most fittingly observed. At ten o ’clock in the fore­
noon the entire faculty and student body assembled in 
the spacious auditorium  to listen to a program  in 
celebration of the  sign ing  of the arm istic a year ago. 
S up t. Hall had placed the affair in the hands of the 
retu rned  “ over-seas”  veterans of the school and M r. 
Reginald Downie, the last boy to arrive home from 
participation in the w ar, was chairm an— a position 
which he filled with credit to him self and the school.

T he build ing  was beautifully  decorated w ith flags, 
pennants and flowers, and the stage was especially 
attractive . T he band under d irection of Mr. Loos 
played a processional as all the various com panies of 
studen ts m arched in and took their places. T here was 
sing ing  of patriotic airs and war songs by the school 
and the G irls’ O ctette, and a special vocal solo by R us­
sell Adams, a returned navy boy. T he band also added 
its quota to the general interest and enjoym ent. T here 
were yells and ’rahs that were full of “ pep ’’ and 
“ p u n c h .” I t  was certainly a dem onstration  of p a tr i­
otism  from real Am ericans.

Russell Adams made a short talk on “ W ater T ran s­
portation of Men and the O rdnance of W a r ,”  and it 
was in teresting  to hear him tell of the vast und ertak ­
ing  of assem bling ships, men and war m aterials, and  
ge ttin g  all in condition for the dem ands of war and 
transpo rting  them  across the A tlantic Ocean to the 
scene of the great conflict.

Nick Orloff spoke on “ T he Perils and H ardsh ips of 
Sea N avigation in T im e of W ar— T he Subm arine, 
e tc . ,”  and his talk  was w orthy the close atten tion  th a t 
it received. Few people have the  privilege of hearing 
first hand such accounts as the speaker gave of the 
tasks of transport du ty  and service in the late war, with 
the  a ttendan t danger of death on short notice. The 
speaker had lived th rough  it all and knew his subject.

“ Land T ransportation  of V ast Arm ies and T heir

Supplies in Provision and A ccoutrem ents’ was the 
subject of John Beyers, w’lio participated in every 
battle fought by the sons of “ Uncle S am .” It was a 
good talk and set forth many interesting features of 
the war.

Elwood Tow ner, another veteran, gave Personal 
Im pressions of the W a r” as his talk. He emphasized 
the fact tha t the war was of industrial origin mainly 
and, such being the case, the struggle is still on and 
will likely continue for countless ages to come. He 
warned our people of the propaganda that has Russia 
in shackles today. H e pointed to the strikes in our 
land as un-A m erican, as carried on today, and in ti­
m ated strongly  that they were fed by the same fires that 
are keeping Russia ablaze at present. In the course 
of his ta lk  he made the statem ent that the United 
S tates was represented in the war by a greater percen­
tage of Ind ians than  any other race of people w ithin 
her borders. It was a good talk.

Reginald Downie took as his topic The Country 
as I found I t  and as I left I t— The People, the Cities, 
the A rchitecture—Em bracing Various Characteristics 
of S am e—A fterm ath of the G reat S truggle of Democ­
racy Vs. A u tocracy .” T h is was a com prehensive 
series of subjects and was well handled. T here were 
word pictures of it all, so vividly and graphically given 
th a t one could not help seeing it. It was fine in every 
way. The ou tstanding  feature of the talk was Mr. 
D ownie's statem ent that not one Germ an with whom 
he conversed would adm it th a t G erm any was whipped; 
tha t the large m ajority of them  believe to th is day in 
the Kaiser; tha t Germ any still has in the guise o f ' civil­
ian g u ard ”  a body of 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  soldiers, ready on a 
m om ent’s notice to enter the ranks. T h ink  of these 
th ings and then remember Mr. Downie’s statem ent 
tha t there will be other wars to follow. The people 
of the U nited States m ust not allow themselves to be 
lulled to sleep, for we are to enjoy liberty only on 
paym ent of eternal vigilance.

On being called on for a few words Supt. H all re­
sponded briefly and fittingly when he spoke of the 
large delegation of young men who had forsaken Che­
mawa in the tim e of our co u n try ’s call and joined the 
colors. Many he said had returned to the fold, others 
m ayhap would return  later, but some would never re­
tu rn —they were sleeping under the poppies on a for­
eign soil. All honor to them , both the living and the 
dead, he said as he called attention to C hem aw a’s 
large service flag unfurled in the room and spoke of 
the gold stars which adorned it as a center for so 
many black ones.

It was an occasion tha t gladdened the hearts of real 
patriots.


