
3 MAT a

COPY• 1956

The Chemawa American
P r in t e d  a t  C h e m a w a , O re g o n , a n d  D e v o te d  to  th e  In te r e s t s  o f  In d ia n  E d u c a t io n

Vol. XXII W ednesday, November 12, 1919 No. 6

THE NECESSITY OF PURPOSE
In chapel on the evening of November 2nd Supt. 

H all again addressed the student body and he em pha­
sized the necessity of “ energy and rig h t purpose. ”  
For students, and others, too, for tha t m atter, d iscus­
sion of these elem ental qualities is always tim ely and 
in order, for all of us are prone to lapse—to forget. 
T he discourse was splendid and we are pleased to pub­
lish it, as follows:

It seems to me tha t I have used up a good many 
topics in my Sunday evening talks concerning the d if­
ferent activities so im portant in your school life. 
However, the th ings which cannot be brought to your 
notice too often and which ought to be em phasized 
and rubbed in, and  which is needed in your education 
as m uch as any quality , are energy and the sp irit for 
accom plishing a righ tfu l purpose in the face of any 
and all obstacles. The saying, “ W hatever is w orth 
doing at all is worth doing w ell,”  is certainly true .

I was im pressed yesterday m orning with the lack of 
energy in six  or eight boys who had been detailed to 
rake up the leaves in the front yard . Did these boys 
do a good job? A ny one of those six or eigh t boys 
could have perform ed the work better and quicker 
alone than all of them  did. They “ loafed” practically 
all of the m orning and the experience was one of 
actual in ju ry  to them selves. And yet we hear many 
com plim ents in regard to the w ell-kept lawns of Che­
mawa. In fact, may it not be true th a t deep down in 
th e  consciousness of many of the studen ts who come 
here for an education there was, and is, an influence 
which prom pted them  to come here largely on account 
of the hom e-like and neat appearance of the  cam pus 
and school generally? Indeed, it is most probable that 
some of those six or eight boys had heard of the co m ­
fortable, “ hom ey”  atm osphere pervading our school 
and came here largely on th a t account.

Chemawa stands for energy in its pupils, and it also 
desires to inculcate in them  ready and cheerful a c ­
ceptance of responsibility. Boys, nothing will so stiff­
en your self-respect as to feel that you, and you alone, 
are responsible for w hatever job is given you. S tay­
ing  qualities are required in a job of work as m uch as 
in a gam e of football. If a boy is touched with a 
little “ yellow ” it invariably comes out in a gam e of

football— it also shows up when he is detailed on a 
job of w ork. I tell you tha t the staying  qualities in 
a boy often causes him  to make a better show ing than 
the fellow who is bright and quick, but who lacks d e­
term ination.

I w ant to impress upon you boys and girls who are 
new to Chemawa th a t you should accept your places 
at the school as a factor in your education— tha t you 
are a part of the system . Go into your work en e r­
getically, exhib it stay ing  qualities, and it will not be 
long before you will have the same affection for “ Old 
Chem aw a” as have all the older students and thousands 
of others now gone out.

Do you know th a t I doubt ifiin all Am erica there is 
an educational in stitu tion  w hich has a more loyal band 
of present day and ex-studen ts than has Chem awa. 
So I say to you new students, acquire an affection for 
vour school qu ick ly , get in to  the sw ing of events here, 
secure all you can of the  very best tha t Chemawa a f­
fords. To do th is you m ust develop energy and staying 
qualities, for unless you are in some m easure a su c­
cess here, you will soon drop out of sigh t and be re l­
egated to the scrap heap— both in school and after 
you leave it.

THE P R E SID E N T S DESK

T he desk at the W hite  H ouse, used for official cor­
respondence by President W ilson as well as by a num ­
ber of predecessors, has an extrem ely in teresting  
history.

T he British sh ip  Resolute was sent to the A rctic in 
1852 to search for F ran k lin , the explorer. Such seri­
ous difficulties were encountered in tha t region of ice 
and snow tha t the officers and crew were obliged to 
abandon the ship . Som e'three years la ter an Am erican 
whaler found her, ex tricated  her and finally towed 
her into port.

The United States governm ent bought the vessel 
and after she had been refitted President Pierce sent 
her to E ngland in token of A m erica’s good will and 
friendship for tha t country . Some years after th is 
it was decided by the B ritish authorities tha t she was 
past service and so she was dism antled and broken up 
at P lym outh. A t the  order of Queen V ictoria some 
of her tim bers were worked into lum ber and from th is 
a handsome desk was made.

This desk was sent by the queen to P resident 
Buchanan as a memorial of “ the courtesy and loving 
kindness”  evinced by the United States in refitting 
the ship and sending her back to E ngland. Ever 
since it has been am ong the highly prized pieces of 
W hite House fu rn itu re .


