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N EA TN ESS INDICATES CHARACTER

W e considei that for tim eliness and dem and the 
following talk given by Supt. Hall in chapel on S u n ­
day evening, March 23, was not only very fine in con­
ten t, but so true  as to m erit especial study and con­
sideration on the part of our boys, and we believe, fu r­
therm ore, tha t m any of our girls would benefit them ­
selves by tak in g  heed of w hat the speaker said:

H as it ever occured to our Indian  studen ts that 
w hen you en tru st an im portant commission to an in ­
dividual whom you see is neat in appearance and takes 
care of his clothes as well as his tools and other belong­
ings, you are pretty  sure th a t such com mission or work 
will be properly executed and tha t the directions given 
will be carried out? I t alm ost invariably follows that 
th e  studen t who takes proper care of his person and 
carefully  looks after his clothes is more dependable 
th an  the  careless, slovenly and untidy  person. W e 
may occasionally like a boy or girl who is of untidy 
appearance, a lthough it is very rarely  tha t such may 
be the case in the tru e  sense, but to get a job done 
r ig h t or an im portan t errand or commission properly 
carried out, you do not feel like tru s tin g  such an one.

N eatness alone will not win respect or confidence 
altogether, bu t it goes a long ways tow ard it. I t  pays, 
boys, to be neat and clean. If  you are careless with 
your clothes you are generally  the same way in regard 
to  your duties. W e occasionally see property destroyed, 
w hich appeared to have been done in a ru thless m an­
ner.

T he studen ts responsible for such destruction and 
waste are also the ones who are slovenly in habits and 
dress and generally unclean, and I may say, are the 
ones who receive the most dem erit m arks for break­
ing  the rules of the school. I may fu rther say that 
the neat, clean boy, the one who looks after his clothes 
and room, or his part of the dorm itory righ t, is not 
the  one who destroys property , nor is he the one who 
throw s ink on his classm ates in school and thereby 
dam ages clothing. H is appreciation of the need of 
neatness as well as his self-respect prevents him from 
such pernicious practices.

W ho will hire a young man or boy for responsible 
work who presents a slovenly and unclean appearance? 
Such an appearance indicates an unclean character.

The outside appearance is a reflection of the inside. 
Every boy here whom you notice is looking after his 
appearance by being clean and neat, w earing a w hite 
collar at the proper tim e, shoes polished, and holding 
himself up as a gentlem an and not as a rowdy, or, as 
the boys term it here, a roughneck , has gone far to ­
ward solving the question of success, for success will 
not be achieved w ithout the confidence of your fellow 
m an. I have heard since my childhood days that the 
neat, well groomed man has n inety-n ine chances for 
success against the slovenly m an’s one chance.

T he arm y and navy system  of m aking each man 
responsible from a money standpoin t for all clo thing, 
as all discharged soldiers and sailors will tell you, is 
a splendid system  for the character of the m an, even 
if it works a hardsh ip  occasionally. T he com plaint 
tha t they are lost orsto len  is not accepted, but the man 
m ust pay for them ju st the same. And I am sorry to 
say we have boys here who need the application of 
some such system  whereby their slovenly and careless 
habits in the care of the ir c lo th ing  will be rectified, 
and tha t they learn to m anifest a personal pride in the ir 
appearance not only for their welfare at school but 
for the ir fu ture.

All the in terest and the joy we have is really on the 
side tha t is rig h t and if our studen ts will establish the  
habit righ t here at school of r ig h t living and rig h t e f­
fort, from th a t tim e on life becomes joyful w ith hope 
for true  success.

THOUGHT GEMS

It is not work tha t kills men, it is w orry .— Beecher.

To do righ t for the sake of righ t is the true  precept. 
— G reeley.

W hat a sublim e doctrine it is th a t goodness, ch e r­
ished now, is eternal life already entered upon .— C han­
ning .

Every soul is a piece of e tern ity  and the few years 
it is bound to the earth ly  body do not make it old. 
— Goethe.

I look upon the  simple and childish virtues of ver­
acity and honesty as the root of all th a t is sublim e in 
characte r.— Em erson.


