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P O L IT E N E S S

A bunch of golden keys is m ine 
To m ake each day w ith g ladness shine; 
‘Good m o rn in g ,’ th a t’s th e  golden key, 
T hat unlocks every door for me.
W hen evening  comes, 'Good n ig h t ,’ I say, 
And close the  door of each g lad  day;
W hen at the  table, ‘If you p lease ,’
I tak e  from off mv bunch of keys;
W hen friends give an y th in g  to me,
I use th e  little  ‘th an k  y o u ’ key,
'E xcuse  m e ,’ ‘beg your p a rd o n ,’ too, 
W hen by m istake some harm  I do,
Or if unk ind ly  word I 'v e  given,
W ith  ‘forgive m e’ I shall be forgiven;
On a golden r in g  these  keys I ’ll bind,
T his is its m otto, ‘Be ve k in d ,’
I 'l l  often  use th is  golden key,
And th en  a child  polite I ’ll b e .”

T H E  W O R T H  OF A  BO Y

T he following splendid article from the pen of N . C. 
Schaefer appeared in the Tulalip Bulletin:

W hat is a boy worth? W hat is an education worth? 
An Ind iana ju ry  awarded $599.99 for the killing of a 
boy. A friend of m ine who is a superin tendent in 
W est V irginia called tha t award an outrage. I asked 
him w hy. H e answered, “ To say noth ing  of the 
value of the boy’s personality and all tha t a boy is to 
his father and m other and home, the commercial val­
ue of a boy’s tim e at school is more than the award of 
tha t Ind iana ju ry ..” I asked him how he made the 
calculation. H e said:

“ You find the value of a boy’s tim e at school by 
sub trac ting  the earnings of a life of uneducated labor 
from the earnings of a life of educated lab o r.” Then 
he gave me a calculation tha t I have used this year 
before every institu te , for I am anxious to get it in to  
the daily papers, to have it carried to every school­
room and put upon every blackboard, so th a t the p u ­
pils m ay carry it home and discuss it w ith their p a r­
ents.

He said: “ if  an uneducated man earns $1 .50a day 
for three hundred days in a year, he does very well, 
and if he keeps it up for forty years, he will earn 
$1.50 x 300 x  40, or $18,000. An educated man is 
not generally paid by the day, I u t by the m onth and

by the year. If you will strike  an average of the 
earn ings of educated men, beginning with the P resi­
dent of the U nited States, who earns $75,000 a year, 
the presidents of the insurance companies and of large 
railroad com panies, and run down the scale until you 
come to the lower walks in point of earnings am ong 
educated men, you will adm it that $1,000 a year is a 
low average for the earnings of educated labor. For 
forty y ta rs  you have $40,000, the difference, $22,000, 
m ust represent the value of a boy’s tim e spent at 
school getting  an educa tion .”

\  ou will adm it th a t a man who works with his hands 
at unskilled labor pu ts forth as much m uscular effort 
as a man who earns a livelihood by his wits and edu ­
cation. Now, if $22,000 represents the value of tim e 
a boy spends at school getting  an education, what is 
the value of a day spend at school?

T he average school life of every boy and girl in 
M assachusetts is seven years of two hundred days 
each; let us say th a t it takes four years more to get a 
good education. R eckoning eleven years of two h u n ­
dred days each, you will find tha t the tw enty-tw o h u n ­
dred days at school are equal to $22,000 and a simple 
di vision on the blackboard will bring it home to the 
com prehension of every boy th a t each day at school, 
properly spent, m ust be w orth ten dollars.

One director asks w hether it is a violation of the 
com pulsory law if a farm er keeps at home his eleven- 
year-old boy to plow, because it costs one dollar a day 
to get some man to do it. W hile he is putting  one 
dollar into his own pocket, he is robbing the boy of 
ten dollars in the shape of fu ture earn ing  capacity? Is 
not tha t h igh-handed robbery by the father of his own 
child?

L IT E R A R Y  SO C IE T IE S

Reliance
Prom ptly at 7 o ’clock, December 13, the Reliance 

L iterary  Society convened in Room No. 5 in the 
academic building. The following program  was ren ­
dered:

T he m eeting was called to order by the president 
and the m inutes of the last m eeting read by the sec-
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