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A CHAPEL TALK

A week ago last Sunday evening Supl. Hall gave 
those assembled in chapel a talk w hich held all in per­
fect atten tion  and was w orthy of the most serious a t­
ten tion . W e are now publishing it, as follows:

Discouragem ent is death to success. T hough we 
cannot avoid occasional periods when our undertakings 
look dark and seem impossible, vet we can avoid y ield­
ing to them . By giving up we are sure to lose. Some 
of our students have but recently entered the school, 
and know too well the feeling of discouragem ent, and 
it is ju st now the tim e th a t they need to exert all their 
power to resist the feeling. It is true  th a t many of 
you— nearly all, on account of the try in g  tim es we, in 
common with o ther com m unities, have had with the 
influenza — have w’crked under difficulties and discour­
aging conditions. You deserve and receive sym pathy; 
but in g iving up when the critical moment arrives you 
forfeit all tha t you have gained He is, indeed, a weak, 
cowardly soldier who in tim es of .peace enjoys the 
ease and comforts of barracks life, but deserts at the 
approach of a battle. How we despise such a character! 
Stay w ith the undertak ing , w hatever it may be, if 
w orthy, until your last effort fails, and if it m ust end 
in defeat, take it bravely. Even then you will gain in 
character.

Battles won under the hardest and most discour­
aging  circum stances have, according to the history of 
the w orld, m eant the most for hum anity , for progress. 
Those were battles where the victorious arm y entered 
the fray know ing tha t they were outnum bered and 
outclassed and know ing that their only hope was in a 
h igher power which would cause lig h t to prevail—and 
they, tru stin g  th a t power , fought w ith unconquerable 
will. W ill and determ ination, w ith faith tha t th ings 
w’ill come rig h t even against the greatest odds, is now 
your hope. Some of you have been sick, some have 
had to do double du ty , some came to school late, your 
regular classwork has been seriously in terrup ted  and 
many o ther th ings came in the way to prevent 
your advancem ent. Yes, it may look big. But w hat 
a glorious battle it won d seem to an old fighter! W hy, 
the veiy elem ent of the impossible would be ju s t 
the spur for him . Be a fighter.

One point of great im portance which you may not 
realize, is that your feeling of hopeless discouragem ent 
not only hinders you, but is a detrim ent to o thers 
who have the ir own fight to m ake. One “ b lu e ,”  
despondent pupil may hinder the entire class, wdiile 
he or she has the power th rough  brigh t hopefulness to

create the w inning spirit, thereby saving the s it­
uation in the crisis. Now if you are one of those s tu ­
dents facing discouragem ent, force tha t discourage­
m ent out of mind and put in its place the hope, the 
expectation of w inning, and fight grim ly to the 
last. In any event you will win in that w hich counts 
heavily—strong  manhood or womanhood.

There is another m atter of vital im portance to which 
I wish to call your atten tion— it is personal respon­
sibility on the part of each of you. Many do have it 
and strive under all circum stances to live up to it; 
but there are those who apparently  go on from day to 
day eating , sleeping, and doing mechanically the tasks 
required of them , w ithout thought of the purpose of 
it all. If they th ink  of these tasks at all it is w ith the 
idea that by doing them they are benefiting som e­
body else. T his shows an u tter lack of respon­
sibility. It is the du ty  of the school to correct these 
th ings for the students and leave no th ing  undone 
which will assist in developing their characters and 
m aking 'hem  self-reliant.

Instead of doing the th ing  at hand wdth sp irit and 
enthusiasm , because it is righ t to do it, because it is 
for their own welfare or for the raising of the s tan d ­
ards of the school, they en ter into the m atter, 
w hether in the classrooms, shops, societies, or some 
of the special duties th a t are necessary for the righ t 
sort of school life and sp irit, in a listless, d o n ’t-care 
m anner that positively kills all the efforts of the in ­
structo r who labors and strains to pull them  up to the 
point for w hich they ought to be striv ing . Such a 
state of affairs is most discouraging—for the students 
who feel responsibility, for the teachers, for the 
entire school.

E very th ing  tha t is asked of a student is in some 
way an opportun ity  for grow th. If he does it in a 
willing and interested spirit, he himself will notice a 
strength  and self-reliance gained by the experience. 
T rue, he will probably find bis duties increased; but 
where is the good, strong, noble, successful man or 
woman who docs not have a m ultitude of duties and 
responsibilities? It is ju s t these th ings tha t give to 
him or her streng th  and nobility of character.

W herever and whenever we see an adm irable ch a r­
acter we shall find tha t he or she feels the obligation 
— the responsibility—to do every du ty  tha t comes up 
for the sake of the righ t, and not merely to oblige 
some-one else. By such observations the student 
will surely see tha t if his life is to count for any th ing  
he m ust arouse him self from listless indifference and 
go to meet the requirem ents and take upon him self 
responsibility in every dem and made upon him in his 
school life.


