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OPORTUNITY  
M am ie F r isk , G rade N in e

T he word “ o p p o rtu n ity ”  is derived from the  two 
L atin  words w hich mean at port. A boat was to the 
G reek w hat the autom obile and railroad tra in  are to 
the  m an of to-day; when a th ing  was at port, it was 
ready at hand w aiting to be used, so we get our m ean­
ing  of opportun ity— a th in g  at hand ready to be used. 
T he old G reeks expressed the idea of the word oppor­
tu n ity  very aptly  in th is fable:

O pportun ity  came to m en’s doors under the guise 
of a man whose head was bald in back and who had a 
tu ft of hair in front. W hen he came knocking and 
th e  people answered, he would come in to  their dw ell­
in g  if asked. T hey  had to catch him quickly before 
he w ent by. But if they shu t the door on him he 
was gone forever, for no one could catch and hold him 
fast, if his back was once tu rn ed . -O n ly -w h e n  he 
faced them  could he be held by the lock on his fore­
head.

I t  is well to grasp every opportun ity  th a t comes 
your way and make good use of it. If L incoln had 
not grasped every opportun ity  th a t cam e his way he 
w ould never have become a lawyer. H e made use of 
all opportunities. One day a farm er gave him  a barrel­
ful of odds and ends. L incoln found some law books 
at the bottom  of it and he studied them . W hen he 
had no paper or pencil to do arithm etic w ith, he took 
a fire shovel and a piece of bu rn t wood. H e made use 
of every opportunity  tha t came his way which he 
knew  would enable him  to learn more and by so doing 
he rose until he became a president.

If W ashington had not made use of every oppor­
tu n ity  he never would have been able to become a 
general and help free America from E n g lan d ’s rule, 
and we would not have been a free nation today.

If Jefferson had not taken the opportun ity  to buy 
Louisiana, perhaps all th a t land would have belonged 
to some other country . W hat would the U nited 
S tates be today if the heart of the M ississippi Valley 
belonged to E ngland or France? T hen , too, if either 
coun try  had secured the Louisiana territo ry  instead of 
the U nited States, would we now own all the Rocky
M ountain region and the Pacific Coast?1

If we w ant to accomplish anyth ing .w e boys and 
girls m ust make use of every opportun ity  th a t comes

our way. G rasp it and do not let it slip by.
T here is an Ind ian  legend of a young g irl who was

allowed by a fairy to go th rough  a field of corn and 
pick a fair and ripe ear w ithout tu rn in g  back again. 
T here were m any fair and ripe ears, but she w ent on 
th ink ing  she would find one th a t would be better still. 
Soon she came to the part of the field where the ears 
of corn were dried and shriveled up . She was sorry 
th a t she had not picked an ear when the opportun ity  
was hers. And so it is w ith any person going th rough  
life who let slip by m any good opportunities, hoping 
to get a better one later, and they are the ones who 
usually come out at the end w ith all opportunities 
lost.

SOMETHING D EFIN ITE

S tu d tn ts  a ttend ing  our Ind ian  schools no longer 
can say they  have no th ing  definite to work for. Since 
th a t rem arkable and epochal docum ent know n as the 
“ Declaration of Policy” has been issued by the  Com ­
m issioner of Indian Affairs and approved by the Sec­
retary  of the In te rio r and is now a fixed policy, the 
em ancipation of the  Indian is at hand . All Ind ians 
of 21 or more years who show’ com petency will be d e­
clared eligible to receive their lands in fee sim ple, 
handle all funds belonging to them , and at one single 
bound jum p from a wrard of the U nited S tates to a 
full-fledged citizen.

No longer will they be classed as children and e n ­
rolled by the G overnm ent as Indians. I t m eans th a t 
the  segregation of Indians as Indians will cease, th a t 
they will take their place side by side w’itli the w hite 
citizen, am enable to the same laws, w ith  all the  re­
sponsibilities w hich of a righ t goes w ith com plete in ­
dependence. I t  will’ take tim e to accom plish th is 
result, bu t the Ind ian  youths in our schools now have 
som ething very definite for wdiich to w ork. T heir 
w’ork at school and general record will count m uch for 
or against their being declared com petent to be granted  
absolute charge of their property and funds.

L ast Sunday m any visitors from neighboring  sec­
tions w’ere in evidence on Chemawra ’s grounds. W e 
are all pleased to welcome them  here, as the ir p res­
ence denotes an in terest in the school.


