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A N  IN F L U E N T IA L  S H A W N E E

No other H am pton Institu te  graduate has had more to do with su r­
veying and allotting of Indian lands than Thom as W ildcat Alford, an 
Absentee Shawnee of Oklahom a. Beginning as a governm ent teacher 
after his graduation from H am pton in 1882, Mr. Alford has acted succes­
sively as interpreter, surveyor, allo tting  agent, real-estate agent, and 
farmer, gradually becoming the most influential Indian am ong the 
Shawnee.

A cting first as axe-tnan in the surveyor's corps, he soon rose to the 
position of compass-man at four dollars a day. He acted as allotm ent 
surveyor for the Shawnee, Kickapoos, and Sac and Foxes, being also 
county surveyor for one year. In 1894 he was appointed chairm an of 
the Absentee-Shawnee Committee, which has charge of all negotiations 
concerning Indian lands. He is also secretary of the General Council 
appointed to decide questions of im portance to the Shawnee nation.

For a num ber of years Mr. Alford held a civil-service appointm ent, 
but is now farm ing his land at Shawnee. Two of his sons are also 
Ham pton graduates. Ham pton Institu te  Press Service, H am pton, Ya.


