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was there a greater m istake regarding the people of any race. For 
many years it has been to us a m atter of wonder to see the ease and 
rapidity  of the  Indian y o u th ’s adaptability to new conditions. He may 
enter on strange scenes, foreign to anyth ing  h itherto  pictured in his 
wildest dreams, but will immediately settle down and accommodate him ­
self to every demand of his new environm ent as though he were “ to the 
m anner b o rn .” T his one phase of Indian character, to sav noth ing  of 
so many other estimable characteristics, amply justifies the governm ent 
in all its endeavors in behalf of the people of this race.

T here are so many notable men and women of Indian blood before the 
public today tha t to doubt the capacity of the race to advance seems 
worse than silly to us. W e could name by the score Indian men and 
women of adaptability and capacity so great as to become bright racial 
stars who light the path of advancem ent for all the people regardless of 
race or nationality . This is a fact, and all honest and unprejudiced well 
inform ed people will adm it it.

In  the last issue of “ The Q uarterly Journal of the Society of A m eri­
can In d ian s,”  John W . Converse, in a most in teresting and instructive 
article, says: “ I am slow to w rath, but I confess tha t it nettles me to 
be told tha t the Indian lacks capacity to advance. Doubt the bear 
can hug, doubt the deer can run , doubt the eagle can fly, doubt the 
duck can swim, but never, never doubt the Indian can advance.”

W e believe tha t no race has greater adaptability . T hat every indi­
vidual possesses th is characteristic we do not claim, for in the main we 
see Indian people in the same light as we view people of the other 
races.

E X C E L S IO R S ’ R E C E P T IO N

On the evening of May 1, the Excelsior Literary Society gave its an ­
nual reception at the school gym nasium . The decoration of the gym 
was very fitting for the occasion. Purple and gold crepe paper, the so­
ciety colors, was in evidence everywhere; added to this were fir boughs, 
ferns, society pennants and college pennants, and many other kinds of 
banners, which made the general apj^earance of the interior of the gym 
very attractive. The gym was divided into two parts by a large curtain; 
one part being arranged for a d ining hall and the other part for the 
social gathering and dancing. The arrangem ents and decorations and 
the way the party was carried out set a mark which will be hard to su r­
pass for some time.

In order to keep th ings from becoming monotonous, the following 
program was rendered: Song, Entire Society: Current Events, Elm er


