
I

THE CHEMAWA AMERICAN 17

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦*♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦

NOT EVEN  EXPECTED :♦♦♦♦
T h e r e  is  a  c e r ta in  v e te r a n  h o te l  c le rk  o f a c e r ta in  j

s m a ll  h o te l  u p  in  th e  M a in e  w o o d s  w h o  is  n o te d  fo r tw o  j
t h in g s — h is  p e c u l ia r  c h o ic e  o f  w o rd s  a n d  th e  fa c t  t h a t  j
e v e ry  d a y  fo r  fo r ty -o d d  y e a r s  h e  h a s  in s c r ib e d  o n  th e  :
to p  l in e s  o f  th e  r e g is te r  th e  p r in c ip le  i te m s  o f c u r r e n t  
n e w s  in  th e  v i l la g e .

N o t  lo n g  a g o  a N e w  Y o rk  e d i to r ,  w h o  c h a n c e d  to  
b e  s to p p in g  a t  th e  h o te l ,  b o r ro w e d  th e  r e g is te r  lo n g  
e n o u g h  to  c o p y  d o w n  th e  fo l lo w in g  e n t r ie s :

“ M o n d a y , O c to b e r  12. Y e s te r d a y ,  w h ile  p e r c o la t ­
in g  r o u n d  th e  m il ld a m , G e o rg e  B a te s  fe ll in to  th e  
w a te r ;  a n d ,  o w in g  to  h is  w if e ’s f a i l in g  to  m a k e  h im  
c h a n g e  h is  w e t c lo th e s ,  h e  is  n o w  th r e a te n e d  w ith  

p n e u m o n ia .”
“ T u e s d a y ,  O c to b e r  13. G e o rg e  B a te s  is  r a p id ly  b e  

c o m in g  n o  b e t t e r . ”
“ L a s t  n ig h t  h is  w ife  s e n t  fo r  D o c to r  L in d e n ,  w h o  

lo o k e d  h im  o v e r , c o lle c te d  tw o  d o l la r s ,  a n d  d e p a r t e d ,  
lo o k e d  v e ry  u n s a t i s f a c to r y .”

“ W e d n e s d a y ,  O c to b e r  14. G e o r g e ’s s y m p to m s  a re  
r a p id ly  e v e n tu a t in g  in to  f a t a l i t i e s . ”

“ T h u r s d a y ,  O c to b e r  15. A t s e v e n - th i r ty  th i s  m o r n ­
in g  o u r  fe llo w  to w n s m a n ,  G e o rg e  B a te s , w e n t to  h is  
m a k e r ,  e n t i r e ly  u n c a l le d  f o r . ”

“ B ru d d e r  P e r k in s ,  y o ’ b e e n  f i g t i n , '  I h e a l i”  s a id  

th e  c o lo re d  m in is te r .
“ Y a ss , A h  w u z .”
“ D o an  y o ’ 'm e m b e h  w liu t  d e  g o o d  b o o k  se z  ’b o u t 

t u r n i n ’ d e  o d d e r  c h e e k ? ”
“ Y a ss , p a h s o n  b u t  h e  h i t  m e  on  m a ll n o s e , a n  I ’se 

o n ly  g o t  o n e .”


