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R U S S IA ’S G R E A T  D R IN K  REFORM

If the m anufacture, sale and consum ption of whiskey and all “ h a rd ” , 
liquor were suddenly stopped in the United S tates—if the coun try ’s 2300 
distilleries were put out of business by a stroke of the pen and the gov­
ernm en t’s income of $163,879,342 yearly from th is  sourse absolutely cu t 
off—we should have a condition of th ings approxim ately resem bling that 
brought about in Russia by the abolition of the vodka traffic. Yet even 
th is parallel does not fully represent the revolution in R ussia’s drink ing  
habits whereby 150,000,000 persons are affected at an annual cost to the 
governm ent of $500,000,000 in revenue.

Doubtless no more heroic reform m easure was ever introduced by any 
governm ent. It has rem ained for the absolute m onarchy whose nam e is 
synonym ous with oppression, but which yet anticipated our own free 
nation in liberating the serf, to give force to what is altogether the most 
rem arkable tem perance movement in the w orld’s h isto ry .

Fully  as rem arkable as the reform itself is the agency by which it 
was accomplished.

It is m ainly to the personal efforts of a man of peasant b irth , a house 
painter by trade and now a m illionaire hum anitarian , Micheál Dimitro- 
vich Tchelisheff, tha t Russia is relieved of the “ curse of vodka” . As 
village councillor, mayor, member of the dum a, and at last by personal 
appeal to the czar, he has steadfastly fought for the great end he has now 
achieved. T he history of reform records no more rom antic career than 
that of the man who almost single-handed and alone has converted one 
of the modern w orld’s greatest ]>eople to tem perance.— New York W orld.


