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lime; he was hum ane, generous, just; braver w arrior never encoun- 
terd a foeman; the battle shouts of his valiant followers were the music 
of his tem pestuous life; his sagacity surpassed that of his civilized com­
petitors; his oratory was m agnetic and matchless; in national loyalty 
and lofty in tegrity  he was the B rutus of his barbarian people, the no­
blest Roman of them  a ll .” H is unparalleled career and unsullied char­
acter accorded him, in hall of fame, a place with W allace and Bruce and 
K ossuth and Bolivar and Garibaldi and the heavenborn band of im m ortal 
heroes. He expanded every am bition and energy of his life in the her­
culean effort to redress the wrongs of his people— to avert the powers 
tha t presaged their doom. As Canute would beckon back the waves of 
the sea, so th is dauntless chief, with a faith akin to fanaticism , would 
avert the resistless tide of civilization. But the puissant m onarch of 
the forest tribesm en could not check the course of em pire as westward 
it took its way. I t was not for him to stay the decreed destiny of hum an 
progress.

T ecum seh’s tragic defeat and death closed the last struggle in the 
Ohio Valley of the red men against the advance of the pale face Anglo- 
Saxon. T he m ighty chief fell facing the rising sun whence came his 
enemy and conqueror. But his people, hopeless, heroless, cham pionless 
and leaderless, m ust then take up their journey toward the setting  sun:

“ On a long  and d is tan t journey  
In  the  glory of the  sunset,
In  th e  purp le  m ist of evening.
To the  regions of the  hom e-w ind,
Of the  N orthw est W ind K eew aydin,
To the  island of the  Blessed;
To the  kingdom  of Ponem ah,
To the  land of the  H e rea fte r.”


